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GRATITUDE: Principal Herndn Valdivia of St. Patrick School in North Park is grateful that three alumni— from left, William Fleming, Leiana Lepule and Deziree Madachy — have rveturned as teachers.

g Il.' -

Synod Dialogues Birth of Tradition = New Papal Plea
Thousands across the diocese participate in ses- Some 800 years ago, St. Francis of Assisi developed Holy Father urges individuals and groups to work
sions focused on the Eucharist. Page 2 a Nativity scene accessible to all. Pages 4-5 together to confront climate crisis. Page 12

TELEPHONE: (858) 490-8266
P.O. Box 81869 E-MAIL: socross@sdcatholic.org

San Diego, CA 92138-1869 WEB: THESOUTHERNCROSS.ORG



2 | November 2023

THESOUTHERNCROSS.ORG

The Southern Cross

IR ERN
033

PUBLISHER
Cardinal
Robert W. McElroy
EDITOR EMERITUS
Father Charles L. Fuld
EDITOR
Aida Bustos
ASSISTANT EDITOR
Denis Grasska
ADVERTISING/CIRCULATION
Donna Lightsey
CONTRIBUTORS
Roman Flores, Father Bernardo Lara,
Ricardo Méarquez, Sharon Mousel,
Montserrat Ramirez
DESIGN
Pinomaki Design

Founded in 1912,
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The Diocese of San Diego runs the length
of California’s border with Mexico and
serves more than 1.3 million Catholics in
San Diego and Imperial counties. It includes
96 parishes and 14 missions, 49 elementary
and secondary schools, Catholic Charities
and various social service and family
support organizations throughout the region.
It also includes five historic sites, the most
well known of which is the Mission Basilica
San Diego de Alcala, the first mission
established in California by St. Junipero
Serra in 1769.
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‘People Shared From the Heart’

By Denis Grasska
In small-group
dialogues at
parishes and
schools across the
Diocese of San
Diego, Catholics are opening
up and sharing how much the
Eucharist means to them.

These gatherings, which started in
early October and will conclude in
early November, represent a contin-
uation of a worldwide consultation,
called a synod. Pope Francis called
for this consultation to encourage all
faithful to listen to one another and
develop pathways to address modern
challenges, working together to renew
the Church.

In fact, the Synod on Synodality, held
in October at the Vatican, examined
the results of the initial small-group
sessions held in the spring of 2022.

For this current round of dialogues
at the diocese, Cardinal Robert W.
McElroy has sought to use the pro-
cess employed last year at 1,100 syn-
od sessions as a way to engage local
Catholics in the ongoing National
Eucharistic Revival. The revival is a
three-year initiative of the U.S. Con-
ference of Catholic Bishops to deepen
understanding and appreciation of the
Eucharist.

The diocese has asked all 98 of its
parishes, the three diocesan high
schools, and the middle-school grades
at its 42 elementary schools to host
dialogues. The sessions began with
a brief video message. Then, par-
ticipants broke into small groups of
about six to eight people. Seated in
a circle of chairs, they engaged in a
confidential dialogue guided by three
questions about the Eucharist.

What has the experience been like?

“Oh, it was wonderful,” said Lisa
Mersereau, 60, after an Oct. 2 session
at Mission San Diego de Alcalé Parish.

“People shared from the heart,” said
Mersereau, who is an extraordinary

FORMED
de Alcald Parish.

: Participants reflected on the Eucharist on Oct. 2 at a synod dialogue at Mission San Diego
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INSPIRED: Each synod session begins with a prayer, signaling that participants are entering o
sacred space. The Church of the Resurrection held one of its sessions on Oct. 15 in the parish hall.

minister of Holy Communion. “There
was crying, there was laughing, there
(were) awe-inspiring stories from the
really learned people that were in my
group. And so, I was very glad I came.”

Max Sonnier, 27, attended the same
session.

“I was curious about the direction
of discussion that was going on in the
synod and, as someone who convert-
ed to Catholicism recently ... I was
curious where the laypeople’s minds
were at with the synod. That’s what
drew me in,” said Sonnier, who be-
came Catholic last Easter.

He expressed gratitude for having
the opportunity to meet “a lot of fab-
ulous people” and to engage in con-
versations where “a lot of intimate,
personal experiences” were shared.

Mission San Diego held its synod
sessions on Oct. 2, 4 and 16, and its
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bulletin promises a “special bonus
session” on Nov. 6.

At St. Michael Parish in Poway, pa-
rishioners had three opportunities to
attend a synod dialogue session — in
the evening on Oct. 2 and Oct. 4 and
in the morning on Oct. 3.

Participants shared their experienc-
es after the morning session.

Patrick J. Murphy, 64, reflected on
the importance of the Eucharist.

“It is the way in which you connect
with Jesus Christ, not just once a
week, but as many times as you can,”
explained Murphy, a St. Michael’s pa-
rishioner for more than 30 years. “We
think it keeps us grounded in a very
chaotic world and, without it, I would
think that we wouldn’t be as happy as
we are.”

Murphy found the dialogue with his
fellow parishioners to be “enlightening,.”

“I think a lot of the people in my
group, we all share similar loves
and yet similar frustrations with the
Church,” he said.

Murphy noted that within his group
were parishioners whose entire fami-
lies still attend Mass weekly as well as
those with family members who have
become “CEQOs,” or those who attend
Mass on Christmas and Easter only.

“What I found as the common theme
was: We really want to get our youth
back to the Church ... because they’re
the future,” he said.

Kim Collins, 61, had some misgiv-
ings at the start of the small-group
dialogues Oct. 3 at St. Michael’s. She
was initially disappointed to learn that
the discussion would be based on pre-
pared questions and, when the first
one was posed, she didn’t feel like she
had an answer.

But these feelings subsided.

“I think the questions were so pro-
found and the people were so open

Continued on Page 3
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ENCOUNTER: Individuals sitting around in a circle took turns holding a “talking piece” as they
answered a question at the session Oct. 15 at the Church of the Resurrection.

Continued from Page 2

that it inspired in me something I
didn’t even know that I thought,” said
Collins, “and, as it turned out, it was a
great way to communicate. Everyone
was heard. Very valuable, important
things were said.”

Collins said that she had been away
from the Church for about 30 years
before returning in 2013. Her return
came about through the confluence of
two events — a spiritual experience at
Eucharistic adoration and the support
she received from fellow members of
her Catholic homeschooling group as
she went through a painful divorce.

Collins felt “very positive ... and very
hopeful” after the synodal discussion.

“We don’t talk in our society much
about actual experiences with God
in our day-to-day life,” she said. “So,
to hear people talking about that so

truthfully, and honestly, and simply, it
was wonderful.”

Dr. Robert Ehnow, director of the
diocesan Office for Life, Peace and
Justice, coordinates the diocese’s
synod, along with Chancellor Marioly
Galvan. He said that, like dioceses
throughout the world, the Diocese
of San Diego conducted small-group
sessions at parishes and schools in the
spring of 2022.

“As far as I know, there are no oth-
er dioceses in the United States that
are continuing to have these kind of
diocesan-wide, synodal consultations
throughout the parishes,” Ehnow said
of the recent round of synod dialogues
on the Eucharist.

The data will be analyzed by re-
searchers at the University of San
Diego, who will prepare a report that
Cardinal McElroy can share with the
faithful in early 2024.

Catholic Leaders
Plead for Peace Amid
War in Holy Land

The Southern Cross

Catholic leaders
E from around the

world pleaded
for peace amid “the outbreak
of ferocious violence in the
Holy Land.”

“War does not solve any problems;
it only sows death and destruction. It
increases hatred, multiplies revenge.
War erases the future,” Pope Francis
said at the end of his general audience
at St. Peter’s Square on Oct. 18.

“Our thoughts go to Palestine
and Israel,” he said. “Casualties are
rising and the situation in Gaza is
desperate. Please, may everything
possible be done to avoid a humani-
tarian catastrophe.”

What is also disturbing, he contin-
ued, is the possibility the conflict will
spread just as so many other battles
of war are being waged in the world.

“Silence the weapons. Listen to the
cry of the poor, the people, the chil-
dren, for peace,” the pope said.

Cardinal Robert W. McElroy, from
the Diocese of San Diego, issued a
statement on Oct. 12 from Vatican
City, where he was participating
in the Synod on Synodality.

“The heinous attack upon Israel by
Hamas shocks the conscience of the
Catholic community of San Diego and
Imperial counties and must be repudi-
ated by all. We join in prayer with the

o Nooh Hormes
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people of Israel and our own Jewish
community for the consolation of the
victims and their families and the im-
mediate release of the hostages.

“As war escalates in the Middle
East, we pray also for the civilian
population of Gaza, which is suffering
immensely from the siege being lev-
ied upon them. A second humanitar-
ian disaster will only compound the
cycle of violence that is the scourge
of our world.”

The cardinal asked the diocese’s
faithful to pray for “peace to return
to the region where Our Lord walked
the earth and called upon us all to love
one another.”

Bishop David J. Malloy of Rockford,
chairman of the U.S. Conference of
Catholic Bishops’ Committee on Inter-
national Justice and Peace, also called
for prayers in a statement on Oct. 8.

“The world is once again shocked
and horrified by the outbreak of fe-
rocious violence in the Holy Land.
Reports indicate large numbers of
wounded and dead, including many
civilians.

“May all who love the Holy Land
seek to bring about among all the
parties engaged in the fighting a ces-
sation of violence, respect for civilian
populations and the release of hostag-
es,” he said. “We call on the faithful,
and all people of good will, to continue
to pray for peace in the land Our Lord,
the Prince of Peace, called home.”
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‘Modern’ Nativity Tradition Born 800 Years Ago

By Denis Grasska
How much do you
know about the
Nativity scene?

As it turns out, this beloved holi-
day tradition was popularized by St.
Francis of Assisi in the Italian town
of Greccio some 800 years ago. To
mark this anniversary, two prayer
services will be held in the Diocese
of San Diego.

The bilingual services, complete
with seasonal readings and carols,
will take place at 6:30 p.m., Thursday,
Nov. 16, at Immaculate Conception
Parish in Old Town, and at 10:30 a.m.,
Saturday, Nov. 18, at Mission San Luis
Rey Parish in Oceanside.

The program at both events will
include readings, including the Scrip-
tural account of the Nativity and
the story of St. Francis’ famous re-
enactment, and the blessing of the
church’s Nativity scene.

Those who plan to attend are invit-
ed to bring a figure from their own Na-
tivity set to be blessed, and they will
receive a special prayer card for the
blessing of a creche, as well as some
straw that has been blessed.

Members of four branches of the
Franciscan community — the Fran-
ciscan friars in their familiar brown
habits, women religious from both the
Franciscan Sisters and the Sisters of
St. Clare, and lay Catholics known as
Secular Franciscans — have collab-
orated in the planning of this local
celebration.

Franciscan Sister Kathleen Warren

RENEWAL: Setting up the Nativity scene shouldn’t become routine. Two upcoming prayer

services will show how to recapture the meaning of such a sacred moment.

said that the organizers opted to hold
the prayer service before the begin-
ning of Advent, the four-week season
of preparation for Christmas, so that it
might serve as “a teachable moment.”

She explained that setting up the
family Nativity scene can become “so
routine,” just one more thing to check
off before Christmas, when it should
be seen as “a holy event that we can
do as a family in our own sacred space
at home.”

“Our hope is that, when people set
up their own crib sets (this year) ...
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there will be this new awareness,
new insight about what we’re doing,”
she said.

Sister Warren explained that, while
St. Francis can’t be credited with
inventing the Nativity scene, he was
the first to make it accessible to the
common people.

During St. Francis’ time, Christmas
was “not even a major feast,” she said.
But he was “amazed and overwhelmed
by God’s extravagant love, especially
that God would be so humble as to
enter into the human condition and

walk with us on earth as one of us,”
and he wanted “to bring this to life for
the people.”

He did so by creating a living Na-
tivity scene, including a live ox and
ass. Those who turned out to his
re-enactment 800 years ago weren’t
passive observers, said Laura Chun,
leader of the San Luis Rey Secular
Franciscan Fraternity.

She compared their participation
to the “experiential joy” that children
have when they are allowed to help
set up their family’s Nativity scene.

“That’s what Francis tapped into ...
and I think people responded to that,”
Chun said.

Franciscan Father Vincent Mesi
is the guardian of St. Vincent Friary
in Mission Hills and the sacramental
and spiritual leader at Immaculate
Conception Parish. He sees the first
Nativity at Greccio as an effort by
St. Francis to show the earthiness
of the first Christmas and how Jesus
accepted being born in far from ideal
conditions.

He contrasted the imagery of “a
beautiful Christmas card” with the
reality of the Son of God being born
in the midst of “a bunch of stinking
animals.”

Sister Madeline Fitzgerald, a mem-
ber of the Sisters of St. Clare, similarly
finds “great meaning” in “the poverty,
and the humility and the simplicity of
Greccio.”

What occurred at Greccio 800 years
ago was so profound, said Sister War-

NatiV|ty Continued on Page 5
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ren, that it was recognized almost
immediately as a holy place, soon be-
came a shrine, and remains a popular
pilgrimage site, despite its location far
off the beaten path.

And, from that humble town, the
tradition of the Nativity scene has
spread worldwide.

“As the friars moved around the
world, they took that tradition with
them,” Chun said.

“When I drive through my neighbor-
hood and ... see people putting the
creches in their front yard, I'm just
so delighted to be a Franciscan,” she
said. “It’'s something real and (that)
people enjoy, and it tells a story.”

The U.S. Catholic Church is in the
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second of a three-year Eucharistic
Revival, intended to deepen Catholics’
understanding of and appreciation for
the Eucharist. Sister Fitzgerald made
a connection between the revival and
Greccio.

“I would hope that the Nativity
scene will help people appreciate the
gift of the Eucharist, because, for me,
every day is Christmas when we re-
ceive Jesus in the Eucharist,” she said.

Sister Fitzgerald expressed her de-
sire “that people begin to realize the
great gift that we are being given in
the Eucharist, and how the Eucharist
transforms us to be better people,”
and that the Eucharistic Jesus is “with
us to strengthen us and help us in our
ups and downs of life.”

DEVOTION; St. Gregory the Great

arish offers an outdoor Nativity scene.

You Are Invited

Members of the Franciscan family are hosting a
prayer service and reception to honor the 8ooth
anniversary of St. Francis of Assisi’'s famous living
Nativity scene in Greccio, Italy.

* Thursday, Nov. 16, 6:30 p.m., Immaculate
Conception Church, Old Town

- Saturday, Nov. 18, 10:30 a.m., Old Mission San Luis
Rey, Oceanside

Those who attend are invited to bring a figure from
their own Nativity set to be blessed and will receive
a prayer card.

For more information and resources for celebrating
Christmas at home, visit sdcatholic.org/Greccio.
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‘What Is the Lord’s Mission for Our Lives?’

The Southern Cross
“Lord, what do you
E want of me?”

That’s the theme of
the Evangelization and Discipleship
Conference from 9 am. to 3 p.m.,
Saturday, Nov. 18, at St. Gregory the
Great Parish in Scripps Ranch.

The event will be the first diocese-
wide conference on this topic to be
presented in English since before the
COVID-19 pandemic.

Manny Aguilar, director of the
co-sponsoring Office for Stewardship,
said the conference will explore the
vital roles each person of faith is
called to fulfill. The event will feature
music, praise-and-worship and an
opportunity to meet Auxiliary Bishop
Felipe Pulido, who will lead the open-
ing prayer.

“We are so excited for this confer-
ence,” he said.

Joseph Horejs, associate director
of the Office for Evangelization and
Catechetical Ministry, the other co-
sponsoring office, said everyone is
invited to participate.

“We invite all to be fired up in un-
derstanding their mission to evange-
lize, and to send them out to do that
work because we all know that that’s
desperately needed,” Horejs said.

Koren Ruiz, founder and president of
Corresponsables de Dios (Stewards
of God), will lead a large-group discus-
sion, reflecting on the question: “What
is the Lord’s mission for our lives?”

“This initial talk puts into perspec-
tive our call as disciples of Jesus
Christ and as faithful stewards for
the Church’s mission,” Aguilar said.

AIDA EUSTOS

A =

INSPIRED: Koren and Jessica Ruiz, from the organization Stewards of God, will lead a conference
on Nov. 18 that invites all people of faith to explore what God is calling them to do. They presented a
Spamish-language conference on stewardship at Corpus Christi Church on March 7, 2020.

“Sometimes, (parishioners) don’t
even realize they have a gift, but ev-
erybody has gifts to offer that God
wants to accept.”

Based in Portland, Ore., Corre-
sponsables de Dios assists parishes,
particularly those in the Hispanic
community, to develop a culture of
stewardship. In recent years, the two
diocesan offices have worked with the
organization to foster a stewardship
culture in several Hispanic parishes

The Frances G. Harpst Center

for Catholic Thought and Culture
at the University of San Diego
cordially invites you to

LESSONS ANP

CAROLS

A FESTIVAL OF WORD AND SONG TO PREPARE FOR CHRISTMAS

All celebrations will take place in

FOUNDERS CHAPEL
Saturday, December 2, 2023 at 7:30 p.m.
Sunday, December 3, 2023 at 2 p.m.

Admission is free.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION

Visit sandiego.edu/cctc for directions and parking information.
Contact us at cctc@sandiego.edu or call (619) 260-7936.

and host several Spanish-language
conferences.

The organization has a history with
Bishop Pulido, having brought their
ministry to his parish when he was a
pastor in the Diocese of Yakima, Wash.

“When I think about Koren’s min-
istry, I think about the words ‘evan-
gelization’ and ‘conversation,” Bishop
Pulido said. “He delivers the message
of discipleship in a conversation. He
talks to people and asks them ques-

tions — he engages them in a soft
conversation about God.”

The bishop said he admires that
Ruiz invites his wife, Jessica, to serve
alongside him at conferences.

“He projects himself as a happy
husband,” the bishop said. “I think he
is also preaching and evangelizing by
the way he lives his life.”

Aguilar said that the couple will lead
praise-and-worship during the con-
ference, sharing their own God-given
gifts. Jessica Ruiz serves as creative
director of Corresponsables de Dios.

There also will be workshops led
by Father Edmundo Zarate-Sudrez,
pastor of St. Jude Shrine of the West
Parish, and Maryanne Russell, direc-
tor of Evangelization and Stewardship
at St. Brigid Parish.

“Hospitality is key to fostering a
community where people experience
a sense of belonging, become engaged
in parish life, and grow as commit-
ted disciples,” said Russell, who has
served in ministry for more than 30
years. “Looking to Jesus as our model,
we will explore the impact of welcom-
ing people as they are and inviting
them to take the next step.”

The session she is to lead will in-
clude practical tips for welcoming
newcomers, forming leadership, com-
municating the message, and reaching
out beyond the pews.

Registration is required to attend
the conference. The cost to attend is
$20 per person, which includes lunch.

Information/registration:

sdcatholicdisciples.net
or (858) 490-8232. ‘
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PROCESSION

11 a.m.

Begins at Morley Field Sports Complex
Texas and Upas streets, San Diego, CA 92104

1p.m.

Cardinal McElroy,
with Auxiliary Bishops Bejarano,
Pham and Pulido

Ther.ne Cars St. Augustine High School Gym
Folkloric Dancers 3266 Nutmeg St., San Diego, CA 92104

l-'>.ar ish Groups Celebration after Mass with
Faith Movements Mariachi and Food

| rganized ﬁuédalupana Confedr‘étilon-
with the Diocesan Hispanic Commission

INFORMATION:
Lucia Gutiérrez | (619) 565-0279 | gluciacrv@hotmail.com A
s

Alejandra Diaz | 858.490.8306 | adiaz@sdcatholic.org Y
SDCATHOLIC.ORG/GUADALUPE2023




8 | November 2023

OFFICE WEBSITE

SDCATHOLIC.ORG/LPJ

The Southern Cross

.“

o> O
LOVE lIFE
&3
CHOOSE

-t h\f

DAVID MAUNG

SPEAKING UP: The faithful are invited to share a short video exploring how they are o “wzmess to life,” the theme of the 2024 San Diego Walk for Life.
The event will return to Waterfront Park in San Diego, where young and old expressed their views at this year's evendt.

Walk for Life to Host Video Contest

The Southern Cross
About 3,000 people
are expected to
attend the 12th
annual San Diego Walk for Life,
whose theme is “Witness to Life’

The event will be held on Saturday,
Jan. 13, 2024, at Waterfront Park in
downtown San Diego.

Cardinal Robert W. McElroy will
once more address the participants,
then join them for an approximately
quarter-mile walk along city sidewalks
with pro-life signs and banners.

Patricia Sandoval is to deliver the
keynote address — the first time that
it will be bilingual in English and Span-
ish. She is a pro-life speaker whose

story was told in the book “Transfig-
ured: Patricia Sandoval’s Escape from
Drugs, Homelessness, and the Back
Doors of Planned Parenthood.”

There also will be testimonials given
by women who either regret having
had an abortion, or are glad to have
decided to raise their child or place
the baby for adoption.

In advance of the event, to increase
community engagement, the San Diego
Walk for Life is hosting a video contest.

Submissions recorded in MP4 format
should be no longer than one minute
and should address how you are a wit-
ness for life in your community, why it
is important to actively be a witness for
life, and how we can continue to culti-
vate a culture of life. The deadline to
enter is Monday, Dec. 4, 2023.

The top submissions will be posted
on the San Diego Walk for Life’s web-
site and on its social media platforms
for viewers to vote for their favorite.
One winner will be selected in each
of the following categories: Youth
and Young Adult, Families, and Open
Submission.

The winners will be announced
during the Walk for Life, where the
top videos will be shown. Prizes are to
be determined.

Official Walk for Life T-shirts will be
available for pre-sale.

More information:
sandiegowalkforlife.org

or email info@
sandiegowalkforlife.org. ‘

UN World Day
Highlights Child
Sexual Abuse

The Southern Cross

The United Nations
joins Pope Francis

in acknowledging
the evil of child sexual violence
worldwide and pledging

to help survivors heal by
commemorating the “World Day
for the Prevention of and Healing
from Child Sexual Exploitation,
Abuse, and Violence" on Nov. 18.

Established in 2022, this World Day
is aimed at increasing global aware-
ness of the prevalence and trauma of
child sexual abuse, with the hope that
governments will take action to fight
it. According to the World Health Or-
ganization, millions of children experi-
ence sexual violence each year.

Pray for the conversion, transfor-
mation, and understanding of political
and spiritual leaders worldwide to
take responsibility for their part in
the abuses that have occurred in their
country while they support the UN’s
efforts to stop the sexual exploitation
and abuse of children everywhere,
mobilizing action to prevent violence
and support healing and justice for
Survivors.

Visit  safetnourdiocese.org  to
learn about the Diocese of San Di-
ego’s continued efforts to prevent
and expose child sexual abuse and
train children to protect themselves
from any kind of abuse within the
Church and outside it.

Elderly religious need your help.
Like those pictured, nearly 25,000 senior

sisters, brothers and religious order priests
have devoted their lives to prayer and
ministry—educating the young, tending the
sick, aiding the needy and more. Yet years
of serving for little or no pay have left a
profound shortage in retirement savings.
Your support of the Retirement Fund for
Religious helps furnish care, medicine and
other necessities. Please give generously.

Please donate at your local parish
December 9-10 or by mail at:
Office of Women Religious

Attn: Sister Kathleen Warren, OSF
3888 Paducah Dr.

San Diego CA 92117
Make check payable to Diocese of San Diego/RFR.

Please give to those who have given a lifetime.

Retirement Fund
for Religious

retiredreligious.org

Visit retiredreligious.org/2023photos to meet the religious pictured.
©2023 United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington DC
All rights reserved « Photo: Jim Judkis
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The Office for Evangelization and Catechetical Ministry and Office for Stewardship Present:

EVANGELIZATION AND DISCIPLESHIP

CONFERENGE

LORD. WHAT DO YOU WANT OF ME?

VERY REV. Wy’ K JESSICA RUIZ
EDMUNDO ZARATE __ .

MARYANNE RUSSELL KOREN RUIZ

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 18

9:00 AM - 3:00 PM

ST. GREGORY THE GREAT CATHOLIC CHURCH
11451 Blue Cypress Drive | San Diego, CA 92131

Stewardship | Discipleship | Mission | Hospitality | Ministry | Service | Evangelization

OPENING PRAYER WITH: DON'T WAIT, REGISTER TODAY!
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The donation for the conference is $20 and
includes lunch. Space is limited, therefore
registration is needed to participate.

To register: https://www.sdcatholicdisciples.net/events/evangelization2023/

For more information contact Terry Campa (858)-490-8232 or Tcampa@sdcatholic.org
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CLASS PARTICIPATION: Leiana Lepule looks out over her third-grade classroom as students raise their hands. Lepule is one of three St. Patrick School alumni who joined the faculty this year.

Three ‘Fantastic’ Alumni Return

By Denis Grasska

Principal Hernan
Valdivia is grateful

v for the “gift of
Catholic education” in general,
as well as for the dedicated
staff that he leads at St. Patrick
School in North Park.

But, this Thanksgiving, he has three
new reasons for gratitude: Their
names are Leiana Lepule, Deziree Ma-
dachy and William Fleming.

All three attended St. Patrick School
from kindergarten through eighth
grade and remember one another
from their time together as students.
They returned to campus this fall as
teachers.

“It means everything that we have
three alumni who want to come back
to teach at their former school,” said
Valdivia. “At a time when all schools
are facing severe teacher shortages, I
feel lucky that we get these fantastic
individuals who are not only commit-
ted to Catholic education, but to the
mission of our school.

“I believe it says a lot that St. Patrick
School was such an important part of
their educational and faith formation,
and now they want to come back
and serve in a new role as teachers,”
he added. “Their familiarity with our
community and school traditions will
only benefit our students.”

Third-grade teacher Lepule and

fourth-grade teacher Madachy are
both members of the Class of 2013.
Fleming, who teaches music to all
grade levels, graduated in 2006.

Lepule, 24, acknowledged that it’s
“very surreal” being back on campus
as a teacher, especially since she now
counts some of her own former teach-
ers as colleagues.

“My teachers here were the reasons
why I wanted to become a teacher,”
said Lepule, who recalled expressing
interest in that profession as far back
as first or second grade.

She earned a bachelor’s in Liberal
Studies in 2021 and a teaching cre-
dential the following year, both at San
Diego State University.

Lepule stayed connected to the St.
Patrick Parish and school community
over the years. She attended Mass
there, despite having to commute
from Chula Vista, as well as the annual
fall festival.

She said the school has changed
in some ways in the years since she
was a student. She referred to cam-
pus improvements, noting that her
generation had been required to make
do without air-conditioning. Today’s
students also have access to Google
Chromebooks.

“What has stayed the same,” she
said, “is the sense of community.”

For Madachy, also 24, St. Patrick’s
School “feels very much like home.”

She said the school was “a huge,

NEW GUIDE: New fourth-grade teacher Deziree Madachy, a St. Patrick’s alummna and a former classmate of
“guiding and supporting figure” like her own teachers were for her.
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HIGH-FIVE: Music teacher William Fleming, seen giving a high-five to one of his students, remembers the fun music lessons he had when he himself was a student at St. Patrick’s.

to Teach at Elementary School

i

‘third-grade teacher Leiana Lepule, aspires to be a

positive and important part of my
childhood,” a place where she learned
“how to be a good follower of God”
and developed the “academic grit”
that evolved into a strong work ethic.

During high school, she began se-
riously considering a career in edu-
cation, as the result of an internship
with her former kindergarten teacher
at St. Patrick’s.

“I really got to see the behind-the-
scenes of everything, and I really en-
joyed it,” she said of her experience as
an intern.

Madachy earned a bachelor’s at the
University of California, Santa Cruz, in
2021, double majoring in Psychology
and Education. She earned a master’s
in teaching and a teaching credential
at San Jose State University in 2022.

She said, “I want to be that guiding
and supporting figure for my students
like (my teachers) were for me.”

Today, Madachy teaches inside the
same fourth-grade classroom where
she once sat as a student. Her own
fourth-grade teacher, Leslie Young, is
down the hall teaching first grade.

“I arrived at St. Pat’s when Leiana
and Deziree were both in seventh
grade, so I got to teach them for two
years,” said Valdivia. “I remember
that they were both fantastic stu-
dents, but, more importantly, out-
standing individuals. So, when they
applied for teaching positions, that
was one of the easiest decisions I've

ever had to make.”

Fleming, 31, admits that he wasn’t
“an angel” when he attended St. Pat-
rick School.

“I was kind of hyper,” he confessed,
“but they were very patient with me.”

His teachers’ investment paid off:
Fleming went on to earn a bachelor’s
in Music in Performance from San
Diego State University in 2016. Prior
to joining St. Patrick’s faculty, he had
given private music lessons and had
assisted in classrooms, including at St.
Therese Academy.

Reflecting on being back at his alma
mater, he said there are memories in
“every corner of that school.”

“Everywhere I look, I'm just flood-
ed with all these different memories,”
he said.

During his years as a student there,
St. Patrick’s didn’t have much in the
way of a music program. But Fleming,
whose parents were both musicians,
availed himself of the opportunities
that presented themselves.

He recalled school talent shows,
where he gave dance and musical
performances, as “my highlight of the
year.” He also fondly remembers a
school parent who, in the absence of
a full-fledged program, brought “fun,
little lessons” about music into the
classrooms.

“It feels really great to come full
circle and help share my gifts and
my experience with the current stu-

dents,” said Fleming, who teaches in
a music classroom that had been the
computer lab during his student days.

Valdivia said that, while he never
taught “Willie,” he has known him
and his family for years. The Flem-
ings have been active parishioners
for decades, his parents still sing in
the church choir, and his older sister
was the school’s former seventh-grade
teacher and the writer of a grant pro-
posal to the Augustinian Foundation
that secured funding for the school’s
music program four years ago.

“Now, Willie gets the opportunity to
grow our music program in his own vi-
sion, in addition to leading our student
folk group, ‘The God Squad, (which)
his father, Bill, started, so that’s obvi-
ously very cool,” Valdivia said.

“When students graduate from
St. Pat’s, our hope is they head out
into the world and become positive
difference-makers in their communi-
ties,” said Valdivia, “so it’s extremely
rewarding to have former students re-
turn as colleagues and work alongside
them to prepare the next generation
of difference-makers.”

He added, “These three teachers
embody the values of St. Patrick
School because they are choosing
a vocation of service to their com-
munity. As an Augustinian school,
building community is at the core of
our mission.”



12 | November 2023

OFFICE WEBSITE

SDCATHOLIC.ORG/CREATION

The Southern Cross

New Call for Action on Global Climate Crisis

By Carol Glatz

VATICAN CITY — After

warning the world

against ignoring
the cries of the earth and the
poor with his 2015 landmark
encyclical, “Laudato Si'" Pope
Francis intensified his critique
with “Laudate Deum” (“Praise
God"), warning against the selfish
obsession with human power.

“When human beings claim to take
God’s place, they become their own
worst enemies,” he said, explaining
the title of the document, released at
the Vatican Oct. 4.

The document, addressed “to all
people of good will on the climate
crisis,” is a follow-up to “clarify and
complete” his 2015 encyclical be-
cause, he wrote, over the past eight
years, “our responses have not been
adequate, while the world in which we
live is collapsing and may be nearing
the breaking point.”

The bulk of the 15-page apostolic
exhortation is dedicated to a severe
rebuke of the “resistance and con-
fusion” regarding the global climate
crisis and its link to human activity as
well as of the growing “technocratic
paradigm underlying the current pro-
cess of environmental decay.”

“I feel obliged to make these clari-
fications, which may appear obvious,
because of certain dismissive and
scarcely reasonable opinions that I
encounter, even within the Catholic

SOUNDING ALARM: Luisa-Marie Neubauer, a climate activist, speaks at a conference about Pope

LOLA GOMEZ

Francis’ document on the climate crisis, “Laudate Dewm” (“Praise God”), in the Vatican on Oct. 4.

Church,” he wrote.

“Despite all attempts to deny, con-
ceal, gloss over or relativize the issue,
the signs of climate change are here and
increasingly evident,” the pope wrote,
detailing the serious and irreversible
damage already done and “dangerous
changes” underway according to ev-
idence supported by most scientists
specializing in climate science.

The pope blamed the resistance and
confusion about the climate crisis on
the lack of information on climate sci-
ence, people choosing to “deride” facts
and “ridicule those who speak of global
warming,” and inertia or indifference
by “the great economic powers, whose
concern is with the greatest profit pos-
sible at minimal cost and in the short-

est amount of time.”

Consequently, the pope wrote, “a
broader perspective is urgently need-
ed, one that can enable us to esteem
the marvels of progress, but also to
pay serious attention to other effects
that were probably unimaginable a
century ago.”

People need to let go of this “techno-
cratic paradigm” that believes “good-
ness and truth automatically flow from
technological and economic power” and
pursues “infinite or unlimited growth.”

“Never has humanity had such
power over itself, yet nothing ensures
that it will be used wisely, particularly
when we consider how it is currently
being used,” he wrote.

Pope Francis called for “rethinking

Join us at Mission San Luis Rey for our
Advent retreat with Fr. Vince Mesi.

Retreat

Advent offers new opportunities for
spiritual insights and nourishment.

Sat, Dec 9

9 am - 3 pm

Yourselt

our use of power,” which requires
an increased sense of responsibility,
values and conscience with “sound
ethics, a culture and spirituality gen-
uinely capable of setting limits and
teaching clear-minded self-restraint.”

The pope appealed for more ef-
fective international organizations
that have the authority and power to
provide for the global common good,
eliminate hunger and poverty, and de-
fend fundamental human rights.

He also called for a new kind of in-
ternational, multilateral cooperation
and action in which “groups and or-
ganizations within civil society help to
compensate for the shortcomings of
the international community.”

With world leaders set to meet at
the 28th U.N. Climate Change Confer-
ence in Dubai Nov. 30-Dec. 12, Pope
Francis said that “this conference
can represent a change of direction,
showing that everything done since
1992 was in fact serious and worth the
effort, or else it will be a great disap-
pointment and jeopardize whatever
good has been achieved thus far.”

COP-28 will need to present “bind-
ing forms of energy transition” that
are “efficient, obligatory and readily
monitored,” he wrote, and this tran-
sition must be “drastic, intense and
count on the commitment of all.”

He urged individuals and families to
pressure leaders. “It is necessary to
be honest and recognize that the most
effective solutions will not come from
individual efforts alone, but above all
from major political decisions on the

national and international level.”
Catholic News Service
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LAUDATO SI’ CHAMPIONS: The Creation Care team at St. Thomas More Church used the revenue from their recycling program. to install an irrigation system for the parish garden.

By Christina Bagaglio Slentz

Only 14 1/2 pages long, Pope
Francis’ exhortation, “Laudate
Deum,” meaning “Praise God,
was released on Oct. 4, the Feast of St.
Francis, exhorting us to act in the face
of the climate crisis. The q._tﬂ‘:;m
same day began the
Synod on Synodality at the fg' B
Vatican, focused on the - uq‘ ’-"1';} Hi'
people of God journeying in E";'-' -
communion, participation T
and mission.

At this year’s Season of Creation Mass on Sept. 24,
we celebrated those, here in our diocese, who have
reflected these values of communion, participation
and mission through their care for creation — our
2023 Laudato Si’ Champions!

Recognizing our global interconnectedness and
our call to love our brothers and sisters both near
and far, seven parishes, two schools and nine individ-
uals took local action responding to the seven goals
of “Laudato Si’,” Pope Francis’ 2015 encyclical on
care for creation:

® Respond to the Cry of the Earth

® Respond to the Cry of the Poor

e Develop Ecological Economics

e Adopt Sustainable Lifestyles

* Promote Ecological Education

e Foster Ecological Spirituality

e Build Community Resilience and Empowerment

Parishes/Schools — Action Area

Immaculate Conception Parish — Adoption of
Sustainable Lifestyles

Mission San Luis Rey — Ecological Education

Our Lady of Guadalupe (Barrio Logan) —
Community Resilience

St. Francis of Assisi Parish — Community Resilience

St. James Parish — Ecological Spirituality

St. James Academy — Cry of the Earth

St. Martin of Tours Parish — Cry of the Poor

St. Martin of Tours Academy — Cry of the Earth

St. Thomas More — Cry of the Earth

Individuals — Action Area

Aida Bustos — Ecological Education at diocesan
Pastoral Center

Brother James Lockman, OFM — Ecological Educa-
tion, Diocesan Creation Care

Claudia Dunaway and Hud Freeze, Christ the King
Parish — Cry of the Earth

Enrique Mandujano, St. Joseph’s Parish (Holtville)
— Cry of the Earth

Father Brad Mills, SJ, Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish
(Barrio Logan) — Community Resilience

Franco Garcia, Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish
(Barrio Logan) — Community Resilience

Jorge Mendoza, St. John the Evangelist Parish
(Hillcrest) — Ecological Education

Silvia Paredes — Adoption of Sustainable Lifestyles
at diocesan Pastoral Center

FIRST PLACE: Boyue Deng, Academy of Our Lady of Peace

Sixty-three Catholic school students submitted
original artworks inspired by the theme “For the
Beauty of the Earth” in our second annual “Season
of Creation” Diocesan Youth and Young Adult Art
Contest.

The winners received an award certificate and a

Send pictures of your family or parish illustrating Care for Creation
to cslentz@sdcatholic.org. We will post them on our
Facebook and Instagram accounts.

$25 gift card during the St. Francis Tree Festival,
held Oct. 8 at the diocesan Pastoral Center.

The students from the San Diego-Imperial Valley
region honored creation with drawings, paintings
and photography. The contest was an opportunity
for youth to engage in eco-spirituality, one of the
seven goals of “Laudato Si’.”

By seeking to connect with the divine through the
beauty of creation, we learn to appreciate this gift
from God and respond with gratitude.

This year’s winners include:
4th-5th Grades

First place: Emily Nawoj, St. James Academy,
Solana Beach; Second place: Charlotte Roberts, St.
Patrick School, Carlsbad
6th-8th Grades

First place: Joshua Nawoj, St. James Academy;
Second place: Emmanuel Meza, Sacred Heart School,
Brawley
9th-10th Grades

First place: Boyue Deng, Academy of Our Lady of
Peace (OLP); Second place: Helena He, OLP
11th-12th Grades

First place: Desiree Develasco, OLP; Second place:
Korina Apostol, OLP

About 60 people turned out for our St. Francis Tree
Festival. Families came from as far away as Brawley
for ecological education and eco-spirituality, as they
celebrated the Feast of St. Francis.

Sixty-eight Texas live oak trees, provided by Fran-
ciscan Brother James Lockman, a local expert and
restoration botanist, were blessed. About 30 were dis-
tributed to parish and school representatives as well
as to families. Every family also took home a native
milkweed plant, vital to the successful migration of
monarch butterflies. Donations were also accepted,
benefiting Misericordia Food Pantry’s use of reusable
grocery bags for food distribution in Barrio Logan.

If you are ready to learn more, you are welcome
to attend St. Brigid’s screening of “The Letter,” on
Nov. 18 at 6:30 p.m., a film that presents the voic-
es of “Laudato Si” — the youth, scientists, the
indigenous, and the poor. Christina Slentz, dioc-
esan director of Creation Care, will lead a Q&A
following the 80-minute movie. Refreshments
will be provided. Please contact Lee Hulburt at
lee@saintbrigidparish.org to register.

Qe
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Long before |

became a Catholic

priest, some 37 years
ago, | served as a Naval officer
for 22 years. It is because of
those Navy years that | cherish
the following story every
Veterans Day.

I was the pastor of a parish here
in San Diego, when I was confronted
with the need to celebrate a funeral
Mass for an elderly man I hardly knew.
He had no relatives that I was aware
of, only friends and neighbors.

The eulogy, given by one of those
neighbors, was brief and bland to the
point that I decided to walk into the

THANKSGIVING

It's Always A Delicious Day at

&2\ [HE FRENCH GOURMET
/) /.-':"I Catering + Restaurant « Bakery + Wine Boutique
960 Turquoise Street » Pacific Beach

Father
Charles Fuld

modest gathering with a cordless mi-
crophone in my hand and ask various
persons, “... And what do you remem-
ber about him?”

After a while, I gave up and was
heading back to the sanctuary, when
I noticed a man seated all by himself.
I stopped and asked him the same
question, and he replied. “Oh, he
saved my life during the war.”

Suddenly, everything seemed to
stop as he told a little bit of the story

\
.
\

onori&he

ras¥n OukMitist

of his war-time buddy’s act of courage
that saved his life. You can well imag-
ine the shock and surprise. No, he had
never mentioned his war-time service,
much less that he was a hero.

You can also imagine how everyone
present gathered around the strang-
er after the funeral Mass to learn
more about the friend and neighbor
they thought they had known all
those years.

Sure, there are many veterans who
have shared their stories; some have
suffered great physical losses in war
that needed to be explained. But there
are also many veterans who have put
aside all these memories for some rea-
son and are content just being a good
friend, relative or neighbor.

Carin

ADOBESTOCK

Look around and you'll find men and
women who helped save our country
in time of war — or in troubled times
like these. That’s why, at all the Mass-
es that I celebrate, I include in the
Prayers of the Faithful a petition for
“all the men and women who serve
our country in the military here and
overseas.” I also pray for “all police of-
ficers, firefighters and first responders
— and their families.”

Veterans Day, like Memorial Day,
Independence Day and Thanksgiving
Day, is an occasion to remember and
give thanks for all those who may have
saved our lives — and our country, too!

Father Charles “Chuck” Fuld formerly
served as editor of The Southern Cross.

FOR THE

OVEN-READY COMPLETE TURKEY DINNER

(T REHEAT)
B oz of White & 4 oz of Dark Turkey, Savory Bread Stulfing,
Holiday Yams; Vegetables, Red Biss Mashed Potatoes
& Gravy, Cranbemy-Crange Relish; Pumpkin Pie Slice

HOT WHOLE FRESH-ROASTED DIESTEL TURKEY
TURKEY TRIMMINGS (COLD)

{.,;iir;‘in; .-"j't‘.';'llii'.!i'?}(.'

Serving Breakfast - Lunch - Dinner
Inside & Patio Dining
Restaurant is open daily for lunch
Dinner & Happy Hours
Wednesday thru Sunday

>

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 2, 2023

8:30 AM-4:00 PM
CHRIST CATHEDRAL CULTURAL CENTER
13280 CHAPMAN AVE, GARDEN GROVE, CA 92840
REGISTRATION COMING SOON

BAKERY OPEN DAILY

catering@thefrenchgourmet.com
*DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE*

(858) 488-1725
Learn about how to prepare, support and accompany our brothers & sisters

facing healthcare decisions, serious iliness, and end of life care
To learn more, Visit: WHOLEPERSON.CARE

' . A FFICE FOR & DIOCESE i Office of Life,
www.thefrenchgourmet.com ﬁEA, e Line 'ﬁ“"f ocE @ E@d Oy o llle;_
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e are in times

of war. The most

publicized by the
news media are in Ukraine
and now in the Middle East,
between Israel and Hamas.
Groups also are battling each
other, sowing death and
famine, in countries such as
Yemen, Ethiopia and Haiti.

What is happening to us? Have we
not learned from the pain and trag-
edy that we have endured through-
out time?

Humanity has achieved extraor-
dinary advances in science, the arts,
sports and new technologies. All of
us as human beings are born with the
universal yearning to be loved and
respected. Why, then, are there wars?
To oppress, subjugate, humiliate and
kill others, an entire process of con-
ditioning the mind occurs — through
beliefs, ideologies and judgments —

CALL US TO REQUEST
A FREE PROPOSAL

1-888-996-1212

littleflower.org/specialgifts

Ricardo
Marquez

that leads us to see the other as the
enemy, as a threat, as an obstacle, as
a thing.

Wars are guided by the fear of losing
control of what we possess, be they
our borders or our property. The de-
fense and protection of our interests is
achieved through the power and force
we accumulate to terrorize those who
want to harm us.

It’s inconceivable — from the per-
spective of a higher and more evolved
conscience — that wars exist, as the
astrophysicist Carl Sagan expressed
in his book, “A Pale Blue Dot,” in-
spired by a photo of the Earth taken
from 3.7 billion miles away.

The Earth is a tiny blue dot in the
universe, he wrote, “a mote of dust
suspended in a sunbeam.” That is

where we live, our home.

“Think of the rivers of blood spilled
by all those generals and emperors so
that, in glory and triumph, they could
become the momentary masters of a
fraction of a dot. Think of the endless
cruelties visited by the inhabitants
of one corner of this pixel on the
scarcely distinguishable inhabitants
of some other corner, how frequent
their misunderstandings, how eager
they are to Kkill one another, how fer-
vent their hatreds.”

This is how he concludes his re-
flection: “There is perhaps no better
demonstration of the folly of human
conceits than this distant image of
our tiny world. To me, it underscores
our responsibility to deal more kindly
with one another, and to preserve and
cherish the pale blue dot, the only
home we've ever known.”

Our Christian traditions can also
nurture hope for the creation of a
more fraternal world.

How do the words of our Teacher,

IMEIR CLANCY / UNSPLASH.COM

Jesus, reverberate within us? “Blessed
are the peacemakers, for they shall be
called children of God” (Matt 5:9).

And what about these words, which
are harder to assimilate: “You have
heard that it was said, ‘You shall love
your neighbor and hate your enemy.’
But I say to you, love your enemies
and pray for those who persecute
you” (Matt 5:43)?

To repeat, reflect, ask for the grace
to live this message in our daily life is
today an urgent invitation.

To move from knowing this message
to acting as instruments of peace is a
challenge and gift of our tradition as
followers of Jesus in this world of war.
This option is not exempt from pain,
a reality Jesus and His disciples well
knew. Regardless, I'm inspired by His
promise: “Do not fear, for I am with
you” (Isa 41:10).

Ricardo Mdrquez can be reached at
marquez_muskus@yahoo.com.
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Event Celebrates Faith, Frlendshlp

By Iliana De Lara

r \ “This is like being

with family.”

That's how Narciso
Guzman described being at the Unity
Dinner, organized by the diocese’s
Hispanic Commission.

More than 530 people attended the
annual event, held on Oct. 21 at Good
Shepherd Church in Mira Mesa. They
came from parishes and ministries
from across San Diego County to cele-
brate their faith and friendships.

“I come every year. I like it because
you feel happiness and brotherhood,”
said one of those on hand, Lucy
Cardona, from the ministry FEl
Sembrador at St. Rose of Lima Parish
in Chula Vista. “I see so many people
[ know.”

Jests and Silvia Figueroa, from St.
John of the Cross Parish in Lemon
Grove, attended for the first time.

“I'm inspired by coming together
with people from different commu-
nities in the Catholic Church,” Silvia
Figueroa said.

As the featured speaker, Auxiliary
Bishop Ramén Bejarano shared high-
lights of the national plan to engage
and serve Hispanic Catholics, who
represent around 42% of the Catholic
population in the country.

Father Edmundo Zarate-Sudrez, pas-
tor of St. Jude Shrine of the West Par-
ish, served as the master of ceremonies.
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CHURCH SUPPLY & GIFTS
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RECOGNITION: Rigoberto and Matildé Garcia, from Our Lady of Refuge Parish, were among
those honored for their service to their community at the Unity Dinner on Oct. 21.

Pastors had nominated individuals
in their communities to be recognized
for their outstanding service to God.
They received awards one by one to
hearty applause.

The Hispanic Commission gave
a special recognition to Charlotte
Fajardo, who worked alongside now
Auxiliary Bishop Michael Pham to co-

8:30am - 5:00pm

We’re Open!

Thank you for your support through these
times and we look forward to seeing you soon.

CALL

1.800.854.6567

VISIT

4780 Mission Gorge Place
San Diego, CA 92120

CLICK

OConnorsChurchsupply.com

ordinate Hispanic events.

“I'm the Filipina that celebrates
with the Hispanics,” said Fajardo
upon taking the stage to receive the
recognition.

Proceeds from the dinner are used
to maintain Quinta de Guadalupe, a
retreat center used by Hispanic min-
istries near Imperial Beach.

"

IN LOVING

Guadalupe
Procession,
Mass on Dec. 3

The Southern Cross

{5\ The entire Catholic
community of San

Diego is invited

to the annual Our Lady of

Guadalupe celebration, to be

held Dec. 3.

The event is to begin at 11 a.m.
with a joyful procession through the
streets of North Park, complete with
folkloric dancers, brightly decorated
vehicles, and dozens of parish and
ministry groups.

The procession ends at St. Augus-
tine High School, where a bilingual
Mass at 1 p.m. is to be celebrated
by Cardinal Robert W. McElroy, with
Auxiliary Bishops Ramén Bejarano,
Michael Pham and Felipe Pulido.

Afterward, there will be a Mexican
fiesta, which includes traditional food
and mariachi music.

The procession begins at the Morley
Field Sports Complex, at the intersec-
tion of Texas and Upas streets, which
has ample parking. It ends at the
school, at 3266 Nutmeg St., where the
Mass will be held in the gym.

The event is organized by the dio-
cese’s Hispanic Commission with the
Guadalupe Confederation. It’s all to
honor Our Lady of Guadalupe, “the
Patroness of the Americas.”

For more information, visit
sdcatholic.org/guadalupel023.

INTO THY HANDS, O Lord, we commend the spirits of these beloved ones who are gone before
us into the realm of thy eternal happiness and peace. AMEN

gm{goo/,

Since 1920

etail Pemembered ‘ Dignity*

(619) 582- 1700

goodbodymortuary.com

5027 El Cajon Blvd.
San Diego’s Leading
Catholic Funeral Directors
FD LIC #790

Receive Free Information with No Obligation by Contacting Us.
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@ News Briefs

Cardinal to Celebrate Mass
for Vietnamese Martyrs

The Vietnamese Catholic Communi-
ty of the Diocese of San Diego is cele-
brating the Feast of St. Andrew Dung
Lac and Companions, known collec-
tively as the Vietnamese Martyrs.

The Mass, commemorating those
who gave their lives for the Catholic
faith in Vietnam, will be celebrated on
Sunday, Nov. 19, at Good Shepherd
Church in Mira Mesa.

Cardinal Robert W. McElroy will
be the principal celebrant. Auxiliary
Bishops Michael Pham, Ramén Be-
jarano and Felipe Pulido, along with
many Vietnamese priests of the Dio-
cese of San Diego, will concelebrate.

A procession will begin at 2 p.m.,
immediately followed by the Mass.
The event will conclude with a recep-
tion in the parish hall.

Marriage Prep Workshops
Offered for Clergy, Lay Leaders
The diocesan Office for Family Life
and Spirituality is offering a four-part
series to provide clergy and lay leaders
with the formation and support they
need to develop or further strengthen
their marriage-preparation processes.
The sessions will be held at the dioc-
esan Pastoral Center on Wednesdays,
Nov. 1 (Marriage Prep Guidelines and
Best Practices), Nov. 8 (The Marriage
Catechumenate: New Vatican Guide-
lines), Nov. 29 (Administering and Fa-
cilitating the FOCCUS Inventory) and

Dec. 6 (Understanding the “Witness
to Love” Process).

There is no cost to attend, and
attendees are welcome to one or all
sessions. Those who attend all four
will receive credit for the Diocesan
Institute’s Marriage Formation course.

For more information or to register,
call (858) 490-8299.

Donated Halloween Candy
to Be Collected

Local Catholics are once again being
invited to donate their excess Hallow-
een candy to be used in the Christmas
distribution at Casa de los Pobres
(House of the Poor) in Tijuana, Mex-
ico. Toothbrushes and toothpaste are
also appreciated.

The candy and dental hygiene sup-
plies can be dropped off at participat-
ing school or parish offices during the
week after Halloween, Nov. 2 to 7.

For more information, contact Car-
oline Kelner at carolinekelneri(0@
gmail.com or (858) 761-7744.

Craft Fair/Bake Sale Returning
to Our Lady of Grace

EL CAJON — The Our Lady of
Grace Parish Catholic Women’s Club
will hold its annual Holiday Craft Fair
and Bake Sale on Saturday, Nov. 4.

It will run from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. and
will be held in the parish center and

Briefs continued on Page 18

898-333-8/91

OUND
of Light and Life

ANDY HAYT

PORTRAIT: The Southern Cross won six awards in this year's San Diego Press Club
Journalism competition. Among the winning entries was this photo of SDSU Aztecs forward
Aguek “A.G.” Arop, taken by freelancer Andy Hayt.

Newspaper Wins First-Place Awards

The Southern Cross won two first-place awards and other honors at the
San Diego Press Club’s 50th annual Excellence in Journalism Awards.

Assistant Editor Denis Grasska won first place for his story “Pope Elevates
San Diego Bishop to Cardinal.”

Ricardo Marquez, the former associate director of the diocesan Office for
Family Life and Spirituality, won first place for his columns, which appear
monthly in the newspaper.

Three freelance photographers received recognition for their work for
The Southern Cross. Andy Hayt won second place for his portrait of SDSU
Aztecs forward Aguek “A.G.” Arop, as did David Maung, for a feature photo
from the Eritrean Catholic community’s Christmas Mass. John Gastaldo won
third place for his portrait of Sarah Keller, who opted to place her baby for
adoption.

Father Chuck Fuld, editor emeritus of The Southern Cross, received
honorable mention for a perspectives piece titled “My ‘Resurrection’ Began
with a Loss.”

The San Diego Press Club has nearly 400 members in the news communi-
cations field. The club presented the awards on Oct. 3 during a banquet in
Balboa Park.

KNtTS OF COLUMBUS
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patio area. The address is 2766 Navajo
Road, E1 Cajon 92020.

There will be more than 70 local
crafters featuring fashion apparel,
home decor and artwork for the up-
coming holidays. There will also be
freshly baked items. Breakfast and
lunch will be available.

For more information, call (619)
980-6841.

Couples Retreat to Be Held
in Imperial Valley

IMPERIAL — Couples, would you
like to grow in your relationship and
build a stronger foundation in Christ?

If so, then you are invited to a one-
day marriage retreat on Saturday, Nov.
18, at St. Anthony of Padua Church in
Imperial. Engaged and civilly married
couples are welcome.

The retreat will run from 11 a.m. to
7 p.m. Topics will include: The Voca-
tion to Marriage, Communication and
Conflict Resolution, Faith and Financ-
es, Raising Children in the Faith, and
more. The cost to attend is $125 per

couple.
For more information, email
vioscano@sdcatholic.org or

call (858) 490-8299. Register at
sdcatholic.org/cyl.

Young Adults Are Invited
to Online Prayer

The North American Vocation Team
(NAVT) of the School Sisters of Notre
Dame (SSND) invites young adults
ages 18 and older to a monthly online
evening prayer on Tuesdays at 5 p.m.
(PST) via Zoom.

The next scheduled evening prayer
will be on Nov. 28.

For more information and registra-

tion for the Zoom links, visit ssnd.org/
events.

Local Pilgrimage Set for Advent

The fifth annual Augustinian Advent
Pilgrimage, a partnership between the
Province of St. Augustine in California
and Modern Catholic Pilgrim, will take
place from 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., Sat-
urday, Dec. 16.

Enter more fully into the Advent
season by taking a family-friendly
pilgrimage with the Augustinians of
St. Patrick’s Parish and St. Augustine
Monastery in North Park.

Participants will gather at St. Pat-
rick’s at 10 a.m. for the opening prayer
service, then depart on a pilgrimage
to the St. Augustine Monastery Chap-
el, where one of the friars will share a
brief Advent reflection and there will
be some time for personal prayer and
offering intentions. Then, participants
will walk back to St. Patrick’s and end
the day with lunch in the parish hall.

The pilgrimage is free and open
to all. The round-trip walking dis-
tance is less than 3 miles. For more
information and to sign up, vis-
it moderncatholicpilgrim.com/
pilgrimage-calendar/augustinian-
advent.

Catholics Can ‘Encounter’ Jesus
in Rancho Peinasquitos

Encounter, a Spirit-filled evening of
inspiring music, prayer, Eucharistic
adoration, a healing service and rec-
onciliation, is held on the second F'ri-
day of each month at Our Lady of Mt.
Carmel Parish in Rancho Pefiasquitos.

The event runs from 7 to 8 p.m.
Upcoming dates include Nov. 10 and
Dec. 8.

For more information, con-
tact the Hearts of Fire Ministry at
olmcheartsoffire@gmail.com.

Mary ‘Elizabeth Accardi, LMFT

MARRIAGE, FAMILY & CHILD COUNSELOR

MFT LIC. #20751

2067 W. Vista Way, Suite 130
Vista, CA 92083

The Shops

1030 La Bonita Dr., Suite 130
Lake San Marcos, CA 92078
(760) 304-4522

KATE ROMOSOD

REALTOR®
(B858) 518-2344

Kate. Romosod @gmail.com

Cal BRE#01857292
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R Obituary

Deacon William Klopchin

Deacon William Klopchin, a retired perma-
nent deacon of the Diocese of San Diego, died
Oct. 12. He was 88.

He was born on June 28, 1935, in Nyack,
N.Y,, to immigrant parents — a mother from
Czechoslovakia and a father from Ukraine —
and was the youngest of five boys.

Deacon Klopchin married his wife, Rose Marie, on July 1, 1961.

He earned a bachelor’s in Accounting and Business from Fairleigh Dickin-
son University in New Jersey in 1964 and worked as an accountant for the
University of California, San Diego.

He was ordained to the permanent diaconate on May 31, 1986, by Bishop
Leo T. Maher. The ordination Mass was celebrated at Our Mother of Confi-
dence Church, where he had been a parishioner since 1968 and where he
would serve as a deacon from 1986 until retiring in 2010.

During the 1990s, Deacon Klopchin also served in HIV/AIDS ministry
through the diocesan Office for Social Ministry. In 2000, he was made ex
officio presider over Our Lady of Refuge Parish’s finance council.

wy Working for the Church

Looking for a job where you can put your faith into action?

There are many employment opportunities available at the diocesan Pastoral
Center, local parishes and Catholic schools, and other Catholic organizations.

The diocese is currently accepting applications for director of the diocesan
Office for Information Technology. Working out of an office at the Pastoral Cen-
ter, the IT director oversees the diocese’s network security and availability, while
also providing assistance to parishes.

For alist of open positions, visit sdcatholic.org/human-resources/employment.

BILINGUAL
PSYCHOTHERAPY

Based in the Catholic Faith

Sliding fee scale, and various insurances accepted.

ers excluded, one per household.
Stay informed on the

Catholic Community in San Diego
& Imperial Counties for

. ONLY $15
@ AYEAR!

SPECIALIZING IN:

* Anxiety and Depression

* Parenting
¢ Bereavement and Loss

X _ * Marriage & Family
"ﬁ g Relationships
Mary L Hill
MA LMFT (Lic. # 83383)

1650 Linda Vista Dr. Ste. 210,
760'687'9883 San Marcos, CA 92078

maryleehillmft@gmail.com
www.maryleehillmft.com

Do | think
about being

a Brother,
Sister or Priest?

1 SHOULD CONTACT

Most Rev. Felipe Pulido
858.490.8389
cmaglalang@sdcatholic.org

Sr. Kathy Warren
858.490.8289
kwarren@sdcatholic.org

Does the idea
come to me often?

Does the idea
scare me?

SPONSORED BY:
San Diego Serra Club — North Coast
northcoast.serrasandiego.org



The Southern Cross THESOUTHERNCROSS.ORG November 2023 | 19

Statement of Ownership, Management, and Circulation 13. Publication Title 14. Issue Date for Circulation Data Below
PS Form 3526 (All Periodicals Publications Except Requester Publications) THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH OF SAN DIEGO/SOUTHERN 08/31/2023
CROSS (THE
1. Publication Title 2. Publication Number | ISSN 3. Filing Date ( )
THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH OF SAN 505660 07450257 10/09/2023 ‘Average No. Copies Each Issue |No. Copies of Single Issue
DIEGO/SOUTHERN CROSS (THE) 15. Extend and Nature of Circulation During Precedinpg 12 Months Publisl?ed Neares?lo Filing Date
4. Issue Frequency 5. Number of Issues Published Annually |6. Annual Subscription Price
MONTHLY 11 $15.00 la. Total Numbers of Copies (Net press run) 32707 32499
7. Complete Mailing Address of Known Office of Publication Contact Person o c s s s
Mailed Outside County Paid Subscriptions Stated on P:
gi\?\la g@%%og':,\? BIEGO CA 92117-5349 DONNA K. LIGHTSEY (1)|Form 3541 (include paid distribution above nominal rate, 2235 2239
! ! Telephone advertiser's proof copies, and exchange copies)
(858) 490-8266
I —— 7 - n - i Mailed In-County Paid Subscriptions Stated on PS Form
8.C Mailing ofk ters or Office of P b- (F;iarlgmaﬁon (2)|3541 (include paid distribution above nominal rate, 28963 28867
3888 PADUCAH DR (By Mail advertiser's proof copies, and exchange copies)
PASTORAL CENTER and
SAN DIEGO, CA 92117-5349 Bdside
the Mail) Paid Distribution Outside the Mails Including Sales
(3)| Through Dealers and Carriers, Street Vendors, Counter 0 0
9. Full Names and C Mailing A of F It , Editor, and ing Editor Sales, and Other Paid Distribution Outside USPS
Publisher (Name and complete mailing address)
CARDINAL ROBERT MCELROY id Distributi i
3888 PADUCAH DR o) ngst)l(set‘rg‘)%;rosr;_%);acs);hﬁa%asses of Mail Through the 17 14
ROMAN CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF SAN DIEGO
SAN DIEGO, CA 92117-5349
lc. Total Paid Distribution (Sum of 15b (1), (2), (3), (4)) 31215 31120
Editor (Name and complete mailing address)
AIDA BUSTOS . . .
PO BOX 81869 ) Free or Nominal Rate Outside County Copies 0 0
THE SOUTHERN CROSS included on PS Form 3541
SAN DIEGO, CA 92138-1869
Managing Editor (Name and complete mailing address) d- E‘fﬁig; @) Erse%g:n’]\‘gg”“iqal Rate In-County Copies included on 562 590
Rate
Distribution
(By Mail
and @) Free or Nominal Rate Copies Mailed at Other Classes 13 32
3u!_/s:de the Through the USPS (e.g. First-Class Mail)
10. Owner (Do not leave blank. If the publication is owned by a corporation, give the name and address of the corporation immediately followed by ail)
the names and addresses of all stockholders owning or holding 1 percent or more of the total amount of stock. If not owned by a corporation, give]
names and addresses of the individual owners. If owned by a partnership or other unincorporated firm, give its name and address as well as . . . .
those of each individual owner. If the publication is published by a nonprofit organization, give its name and address.) 4) Free or Nominal Rate Distribution Outside the Mail 794 661
(Carriers or other means)
Full Name Complete Mailing Address
ROMAN CATHOLIC BISHOP 8!: gé\” ?ISES(?tg A CORPORATION SOLE, 3888 PADUCAH DR, SAN DIEGO, e. Total Free or Nominal Rate Distribution (Sum of 15d (1), (2), (3), (4)) 1369 1283
f. Total Distribution (Sum of 15¢c and 15e) 32584 32403
g. Copies not Distributed 123 96
h. Total (Sum of 15f and 15g) 32707 32499
11. Knoyvn Bondholders, Mortgagees, and Other Security Holders Owning or
ggg:: 1 l?«la'rcr:‘%rr\‘leor;rl\‘lle(::r:gé;l'otal Amount of Bonds. Mortgages, or Other m None i. Percent Paid ((15¢/ 15f) times 100) 95.80 % 96.04 %
Full Name Comp Mailing Address 16. If total circulation includes electronic copies, report that circulation on
lines below.
a. Paid Electronic Copies 0 0
b. Total Paid Print Copies(Line 15C) + Paid Electronic Copies 0 0
c. Total Print Distribution(Line 15F) + Paid Electronic Copies 0 0
12. Tax Status (For completion by nonprofit organizations authorized to mail at nonprofit rates)
The purpose, function, and nonprofit status of this organization and the exempt status for federal income tax purposes: d. Percent Paid (Both Print and Electronic Copies) 0.00 % 0.00 %
E Has Not Changed During Preceding 12 Months
[ Has Changed During Preceding 12 Months (Publisher must submit explanation of change with this statement) [[] 1 Certify that 50% of all my distributed copies (Electronic and Print) are paid above a nominal price.
PS Form 3526, September 2007 (Page 1) PRIVACY NOTICE: See our privacy policy on www.usps.com 17. Publication of Statement of Ownership

E If the publication is a general publication, publication of this statement is required. Will be printed D Publication not required.
in the 11/02/2023 issue of this publication.

ATTENTION ADVERTISERS —We appreciate your business. However, errors sometimes occur. Please read your ad the first day it runs. If
you should find a mistake in your ad, please let us know right away, by calling (858) 490-8266. We'll be happy to make the necessary changes.
Tearsheets are provided upon request.

18. Signature and Title of Editor, Publisher, Business Manager, or Owner | Title Date

Donna K Lightsey Office Coordinator 10/09/2023 13:27:33 PM

LIMITS OF LIABILITY — The Southern Cross assumes no financial responsibility for errors or omissions of copy. It is the advertiser's responsibility to
N . . P . " . | certify that all information furnished on this form is true and complete. | understand that anyone who furnishes false or misleading information on
read ad proofs before publication and notify us of any errors. We reserve the right to adjust in full any error for which we are responsible by publishing this form or who omits material or information requested on the form may be subject to criminal sanctions (including fines and imprisonment) and/or
. . . e — . civil sanctions (including civil penalties).
a corrected insertion. Requests for adjustments must be made within 30 days of ad publication. All copy must be approved by the newspaper, which re-
serves the right to request changes or reject an ad. Publisher reserves the right to cancel any ad at any time. All advertising is subject to credit approval.

NAZARETH HOUSE | = | VIDEO

ASSISTED LIVING -
i £ /e ;

LY Py L e - s
=y el N P CONTEST

Get involved in the San Diego Walk for Life
by participating in our video contest

Categories: Family, Youth & Young Adult, and Open Submission

Your video should answer one or more of these questions:
« How are we a witness for life in the community?
« Why is it important to act as a witness for life?
« How can we continue to cultivate a culture of life?

A Catholic, spirit-centered, assisted-
living community with several levels
of care. Located in Mission Valley,
we offer seniors long-term
residential and care options.

Videos should be no more than 1 minute long.
There will be prizes for the winner and runner up in each category.
Top videos will be shown at the SDWL on January 13, 2024

WITNESS SDEADLINE |
December 4, 2023

F O R L I F E Details & Entry Form

“ https://forms.office.com/r/MgPpP9980z
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We provide supportive services and
compassionate care in a Catholic,
loving environment.

Tour Our Newly Renovated Community

Daily Mass | Hospice Care

Naza retﬁ House 6333 Rancho Mission Road SanDiegoWalkForLife.org
San Diego, CA 92108 info@sandiegowalkforlife.org https://sdcatholic.org/culture-of-
619.563.0480 info@nazarethhousesd.org €} @SDWalkForLife #SDWAL life/san-diego-walk-for-life/

www.nazarethhousesd.org LIC# 372000400
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With your help,
no one goes hungry.

We can do better.

LV
Father Joe’s Villages food programs provide nutritional security to those in Fa.ther
need, serving hot meals and distributing food supplies to struggling families Joe’s
and individuals in the community. Father Joe's Villages is compassion in action, -
offering a helping hand and a warm meal to those experiencing homelessness. V‘lllag'es

Donate today. neighbor.org | (619) HOMELESS (466-3537)



