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 The U.S. Depart-
ment of Education 
has named  

St. Martin of Tours Academy in  
La Mesa as one of the 2022 U.S. 
Department of Education Green 
Ribbon Schools award honorees.

The school, which serves 220 students 
in kindergarten through eighth grade, is 
the only winner from San Diego County 
and one of four in California. The school 
joins 26 other schools, five districts, and 
four postsecondary institutions across 
the country being honored for innova-
tive efforts to reduce environmental 
impact and utility costs, improve health 
and wellness, and ensure effective sus-
tainability education.

In 2015, St. Martin of Tours Academy 
became the first Catholic elementary 
school in the nation to be declared a 
Fair Trade School, offering events and 
curriculum related to fair trade practic-
es, and replacing products on campus 
for global sustainability.

The school performs among the top 
25% of similar buildings nationwide, 
based on ENERGY STAR Portfolio 
Manager benchmarking. It invested in a 
rooftop solar system designed to supply 
all energy required for the school’s op-
erations and participates in net energy 
metering that exports surplus clean 
energy to the grid. Landscaping on cam-
pus was replaced with drought-tolerant 
native plants and rocks.

Students engage in STEM (Sci-
ence, Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics) activities that explore 

the environment, climate change, 
sustainability and ecosystems. They 
demonstrate their acquisition of subject 
material by engaging in “real-world” 
challenges.

Junior high students participated in 
a regional SeaPerch challenge, an un-
derwater robotics program that teaches 
students how to build an underwater re-
motely operated vehicle. In partnership 
with the City of La Mesa and their local 
waste hauler, the school composts food 
and yard waste. It also participates in 
local beach clean-ups twice a year.

The Southern Cross

 Leticia Oseguera  
is the Diocese of 
San Diego’s new 

Superintendent of Schools, 
effective July 1.

Oseguera currently serves as princi-
pal of Mater Dei Juan Diego Academy, 
the only TK to eighth grade Catholic 
dual-language school (English and 
Spanish) in San Diego County. In 
March, the National Catholic Educa-
tional Association (NCEA) named her 
one of 13 recipients of its 2022 “Lead. 
Learn. Proclaim Award.”

As the new head of the diocesan 
Schools Office, Oseguera will succeed 
John Galvan, who is stepping down to 
serve as the NCEA’s director of cat-
echetical assessments.

In a letter to pastors and principals, 
Bishop Robert McElroy said that he 
was “delighted” to announce Oseg-
uera’s appointment. He noted the 
partnerships she had developed with 
the University of San Diego, Boston 
College and the San Diego County Of-
fice for Education.

Oseguera told The Southern Cross 
that she “will always be a teacher at 
heart.” But after 14 years in the class-
room, she got involved in school lead-
ership out of a desire to support more 
students.

Her new position is just the next step.
“I love solving problems, finding 

solutions to complex issues, support-
ing teachers, supporting students,” 
said Oseguera, who has 19 years’ ex-
perience in education, including five 

as principal of Mater Dei Juan Diego 
Academy in Chula Vista. “Becoming 
superintendent provides me the op-
portunity to continue to serve Catholic 
schools while making a larger impact.”

“I want to ensure that our schools 
are not only surviving, but that they are 
thriving. … I want to make a difference.” 

Oseguera already has the respect of 
her predecessor. After she had won 
the NCEA award, Galvan described 
her as “a consummate professional 
with high standards of excellence” 
and “a humble and hard worker who 
loves her school community and lives 
her Catholic school call to mission 
with integrity.”

Originally from a small town near 
the city of Zamora, Michoacán, Mex-
ico, she immigrated as a child to San 
Diego with her parents. She holds 
master’s degrees in Education and in 

School Administration.
Before serving as principal of Mater 

Dei Juan Diego Academy, Oseguera 
was on the faculties of the Academy 
of Our Lady of Peace, San Ysidro High 
School and South Hills High School in 
Los Angeles.

She lives in Chula Vista with her 
husband, Alex, and their two children.

Reflecting on her goals as superin-
tendent, she said, “The ultimate goal 
is for each and every school in our dio-
cese to have a successful and thriving 
program. The question should always 
be, How can we be better? How can 
we deliver academic excellence in a 
faith-filled environment? That is how 
we continue to make a difference in 
the lives of our students, by provid-
ing them with the highest-quality  
education, surrounded by our Catho-
lic values, our Catholic faith.”
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Catholic School 
Wins National 
Recognition

Diocese Names Schools Director

GREEN SCHOOL: Students at St. Martin of Tours Academy harvest oranges into a fair trade 
basket. The school was recently recognized for its environmental stewardship.

APPRECIATION: Leticia Oseguera, seen with Mater Dei Juan Diego Academy students during 
“Teacher Appreciation Week,” May 2-6, has been named diocesan Superintendent of Schools.
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 The leak of a draft 
U.S. Supreme 
Court ruling in a 

case affecting the future of Roe 
v. Wade and abortion in the 
United States was met with an 
immediate response when Cali-
fornia’s governor and legislative 
leadership announced their 
intent to create a state consti-
tutional amendment protecting 
the right to an abortion. 

California’s bishops, represented 
by the California Catholic Conference 
(CCC), quickly announced that they 
would oppose such an amendment 
while reaffirming their long-standing 
commitment to advocate for children 
and families. San Diego Bishop Robert 
McElroy is president of the CCC’s board 
of directors.

In partnership with a wide coalition 
of people and organizations opposed 
to abortion, the Conference plans to 
launch an informational campaign in 
June to mobilize Catholics in support of 
families, especially women facing diffi-
cult or unexpected pregnancies.

The day after the draft was pub-
lished, Gov. Gavin Newsom called for an 
amendment to California’s Constitution 
to protect abortion rights permanently. 
Two-thirds of legislators in the Senate 
and the Assembly will likely approve the 
amendment, which would then go to 
voters as a ballot measure in November.

The amendment would “destroy lives, 
families, and significantly limit the abil-
ity of the Catholic Church in California 
to protect the unborn,” the state’s bish-
ops said in their statement. “This is the 
moment for the Church and its 12 mil-
lion Catholics (in California) to engage 
with their communities to actively and 
publicly oppose this amendment and 
fulfill our baptismal responsibility to 
protect life at every stage and at every 
opportunity.”

Maria Valencia, who leads the Cul-
ture of Life ministry at the San Diego 
Diocese, urged community members to 

contact lawmakers directly to oppose 
the amendment and the more than 20 
bills that have been introduced in the 
state Legislature to expand publicly 
funded abortion services.

The faithful can sign up to receive 
“Action Alerts” from the  CCC, which 
provides information on pending legis-
lation and an easy way to contact law-
makers.

Even though U.S. Chief Justice John 
Roberts has acknowledged that the 
leaked document is authentic, it is im-
portant to remember that the draft is 
just that, a draft, and that the case in 

question is not yet decided. 
The court is expected to release 

its decision and final opinion in late 
June or early July. The case, Dobbs v. 
Jackson Women’s Health Organization, 
challenges the constitutionality of a law 
Mississippi adopted in 2018 that bans 
most surgical abortions after the first 
15 weeks of pregnancy. The case is seen 
as a test on the court’s landmark ruling 
in Roe v. Wade, which broadly legalized 
abortion nearly 50 years ago.

If the Supreme Court overturns Roe 
v. Wade in the Dobbs decision, the issue 
would be returned to the states, which 

would decide whether abortions would 
be allowed in their state. No change is 
expected in California,  given the cur-
rent make-up of the Legislature. 

Regardless of what lawmakers do, 
the Catholic Church will continue to 
advocate that life begins at conception 
and support policies and services that 
assist pregnant women in making life- 
affirming choices, Valencia said.

The CCC organized the “Born Ready” 
campaign as a response to the expected 
ruling overturning Roe. The campaign 
builds on a statement the California 
bishops issued in January, committing 
to a vision of support for women, chil-
dren and families. 

The multi-media, bilingual cam-
paign will propose ways parishes and 
individual Catholics can take action. 
These range from using social media 
to raise awareness of resources in the 
community that help pregnant women, 
to donating motel vouchers to a local 
pregnancy center, to throwing a baby 
shower for moms at church.
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CA Bishops Oppose Pro-Abortion Amendment

GIFTS: Members of St. Anthony of Padua Parish in National City support pregnant women in 
need by giving them clothes and other items for their babies.

ADVOCATE: Bishop Robert McElroy urges the protection of life at all stages at events such as the annual San Diego Walk for Life.

 WASHINGTON — 
 How to make 
sense of Americans’ 

attitudes toward abortion? It 
isn’t easy.

In polls, many respondents will give 
answers that contradict each other.

A Gallup poll in 2019 — Gallup has 
polled regularly on abortion since 
1975 — found that 92% of Americans 
believed that using birth control was 
“morally acceptable,” but their sup-
port for abortion, by contrast, was 
more mixed. The Catholic Church 
teaches that both are morally wrong.

But the year before, Gallup found 

that 65% of Americans believed abor-
tion should generally be illegal during 
the second trimester of pregnancy —
but in the same survey, 69% said the 
Supreme Court should not overturn 
Roe v. Wade.

FiveThirtyEight, which analyzed 
abortion polls, “found that a large ma-
jority of Americans support abortion 
in the first trimester, but that support 
tends to drop in the second trimester.”

In an ABC News-Washington Post 
poll conducted in late April, 54% of 
Americans want the court to uphold 
Roe, nearly twice as many as the 28% 
who want to see it struck down. Also, 
an ABC poll offering only a yes-or-no 
choice found that 57% of Americans 

opposed a ban on abortion after 15 
weeks of pregnancy, while 58% op-
posed a ban after six weeks.

If abortion weighs on the mind of 
pregnant women, talking about it seems 
to be just as difficult for all Americans.

Hannah Hartig, a research associate 
on the U.S. politics team for the Pew Re-
search Center, calls it “cross pressure.”

Pew has been polling regularly 
about abortion since 1995. 

“Some 33% of adults say human life 
begins at conception, and so a fetus 
is a person with rights,” Hartig told 
Catholic News Service in a May 16 
phone interview. But a comfortable 
majority of respondents also say that 
the decision on whether to have an 

abortion belongs to the woman.
“So, on one hand you can look at 

them and think that they’re contradic-
tory,” she said, but it isn’t necessarily 
the case because of this cross pressure.

Results of Pew’s polling on abortion, 
issued May 6, show a starker partisan 
divide than had existed in the past.

Since 2007, Republicans who say 
abortion should be legal in all or most 
cases went up from 37% to 39%. 
Among Democrats, the percentages 
went up from 63% in 2007 to 80% 
in 2022. In 2012, the percentages of 
Americans either for or against abor-
tion came together the closest they’d 
been, but support for legal abortion 
has never fallen below 50%.

Views About Abortion Often Contradictory

Check the California Catholic 
Conference website  
regularly for more  
information:  
cacatholic.org.
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By Denis Grasska

 This year, it will be 
easier than ever to 
participate in the 

World Meeting of Families.

Unlike in years past, when partici-
pants had no option but to pack their 
bags and book a flight to attend an 
international gathering, Pope Francis 
has asked all dioceses also to organize 
their own local events.

These diocesan-level events will co-
incide with the international gathering 
held June 22 to 26 in Rome, which will 
be scaled back and invitation-only this 
year due to ongoing concerns about 
the spread of COVID-19.

The San Diego Diocese will be host-
ing a celebration on Saturday, June 
25, at the diocesan Pastoral Center. 
The event will run from noon to about 
3 p.m. and will include lunch, family 
activities, and a Mass celebrated by 
Auxiliary Bishop John Dolan. All fam-
ilies, as well as members of marriage 
and family ministries active in the re-
gion, are invited.

John Prust, director of the diocesan 
Office for Family Life and Spirituality, 
likened the diocesan event to “a fam-
ily picnic.” Tacos and churros will be 
on the menu. There will be a bounce 
house for the kids, and lawn games for 
both the young and the young at heart.

“I’m personally looking forward to 
bringing my family,” said Janelle Pere-
goy, an associate director of the Fam-
ily Life and Spirituality Office, adding 
that the bounce house and churros 
will be on her own family’s to-do list.

Participants also will have the 
opportunity to watch video footage 
from the World Meeting of Families in 
Rome, beginning at 1 p.m.

“In essence, Pope Francis is our 
keynote speaker,” quipped Peregoy.

The local event is expected to 
include opportunities to sing praise-
and-worship music, pray a family 
rosary, and visit a ministry fair of mar-
riage and family organizations.

Mass will be celebrated at 2 p.m., 
with Bishop Dolan presiding.

The bishop said it is “a good event 
whenever we can recognize the value 
of family as, really, the core of our 
Church.”

“Family is absolutely essential,” he 
said. “That’s where faith begins, it’s 
where mercy and forgiveness begin, 
it’s where sharing and charity begin, 
it’s where prayer and communication 
with God begin.”

The World Meeting of Families, 
which is organized by the Vatican’s Di-
castery for Laity, Family and Life, was 
first held in Rome in 1994. Since then, 
it has been held every three years, with 
one exception: The 2021 gathering was 
postponed until this year because of 
the pandemic. It has been held in var-
ious countries, most recently in Phila-
delphia (2015) and Dublin (2018).

For Prust, attending the event in 

Dublin was an “awesome” experience. 
But he was surprised at the time that 
there were fewer families in atten-
dance than he had expected when 
compared to the many priests and 
bishops who were there.

“The reality is that very few families 
have the time or money needed to 
travel halfway across the world for the 
event,” he said.

Prust expressed hope that the idea 
of holding diocesan- and parish-level 
events in conjunction with the World 
Meeting might develop into a tradition.

Ricardo Márquez, associate director 
of the Family Life and Spirituality Of-
fice, reflected on the expected fruits 
of the World Meeting at both the inter-
national and diocesan levels.

Acknowledging that the world is 
experiencing a “crisis” when it comes 
to families, he said the event shows 
that the Church knows “we have to 
do something.” He hopes that one of 
the takeaways from the event will be a 
realization that the participating fami-
lies are “not alone,” that they are part 
of a larger community.

Márquez also hopes that the fun 
experienced by the children that day 
will be “seeds for the future,” pro-
viding Catholic youth with a positive 
experience of the Church that will 
contribute to lifelong participation.

By Denis Grasska

 The diocese wants 
to take you out to 
the movies.

In collaboration with two parishes, 
the Office for Family Life and Spiri-
tuality is providing opportunities for 
Catholics to watch “Pray: The Story 
of Patrick Peyton.”

The documentary film, which was 
released in late 2020, recounts the 
life of Venerable Father Patrick Pey-
ton (1909-1992), a member of the 
Congregation of Holy Cross whose 
canonization cause is underway. He 
was widely known as “The Rosary 
Priest” for his tireless promotion of 
the rosary, which included leading 
about 540 rosary rallies worldwide.

The film will be shown at 7 p.m. on 
Saturday, May 28, at Sacred Heart 
Parish in Coronado and on Saturday, 
June 18, at Mission San Luis Rey Par-
ish in Oceanside. It will be presented 
in English with Spanish subtitles.

At Sacred Heart Parish, the screen-

ing will take place in the parish cen-
ter. At Mission San Luis Rey, it will be 
held in St. Michael’s Courtyard, next 
to St. Francis Hall; in case of inclem-
ent weather, it will move indoors.

Because it’s just not a movie night 
without concessions, snacks will be 
available. 

Born in Ireland, Father Peyton 
emigrated to the United States, 
where he realized his vocation and 
ultimately arrived at a place where 
he was evangelizing millions, said 

Janelle Peregoy, an associate direc-
tor of the Family Life and Spirituality 
Office. Part of the enjoyment of the 
film comes from “the momentum 
that builds as he grows in his own 
faith and his own sense of spiritual 
purpose.”

Father Peyton was the founder of 
Family Theater Productions, which 
produced radio, television and film 
dramas featuring some of the biggest 
stars from the Golden Age of Holly-
wood. The same organization also 

produced “Pray: The Story of Patrick 
Peyton.”

“The story of Father Patrick Pey-
ton is inspiring and uplifting. We 
wanted to share this movie with our 
parishioners in hopes that they too 
will be inspired to serve humbly and 
walk with great faith,” said Natalie 
Ibarra, coordinator of youth and 
young adult ministry at Mission San 
Luis Rey Parish, whose youth group 
will run the snack bar for the night.

John Prust, director of the Family 
Life and Spirituality Office, recalled 
watching “Pray” for the first time and, 
at its conclusion, feeling inspired to 
pray the rosary with his wife.

In a move that would make Father 
Peyton proud, Prust said that after 
the movie fades to black, attendees 
will be invited to pray a decade of 
the rosary together “right then and 
there” and will be encouraged to 
make family prayer a regular prac-
tice in their homes.

Sweet Event to Celebrate Region’s Families

Bring Your  
Rosary to Parishes’ 
Movie Nights
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FAMILY FUN: Local Catholics can get into the spirit of the World Meeting of Families with a 
special event June 25 that includes Mass, lunch and fun activities, like a bounce house.

MOVIE NIGHTS: Holy Cross Father Patrick Peyton talks with actor Bob Newhart in this undat-
ed photo. The documentary “Pray: The Story of Patrick Peyton” will be shown at two local parishes.

For more information,  
contact the Office for Family  
Life and Spirituality at  
(858) 490-8299.

Contact the Office for  
Family Life and Spirituality  
at (858) 490-8299. 

Learn more about the  
film at praythefilm.com.
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By Denis Grasska

 When the World 
Meeting of Families 
convenes in Rome, a 

Catholic couple from San Diego 
will be among the presenters.

Dr. Christauria Welland-Akong and 
her husband, Michael Akong, will 
share their expertise on the issue of 
domestic violence during a panel dis-
cussion June 24.

The couple’s biggest challenge 
will be taking a wealth of knowledge 
accumulated over a quarter-century 
and compressing it into a 15-minute 
speaking slot.

Welland-Akong has been a licensed 
clinical psychologist for the past 25 
years. With her husband, she is the 
co-founder of Pax in Familia (Peace in 
the Family), an international Catholic 
ministry dedicated to the prevention 
of abuse within Catholic and other 
Christian families.

The World Meeting of Families, 
which the couple will attend as invited 
speakers for the Diocese of Rome and 
as delegates of the U.S. Conference of 
Catholic Bishops, will take place from 
June 22 to 26.

In their  presentation, she said they 
plan to discuss how widespread do-
mestic violence is, why it occurs, how 
to identify it, common misconcep-
tions about it, and how it affects both 
 victim-survivors and abusers.

Most importantly, their presenta-
tion will reflect on how Catholic com-
munities can provide “an effective and 

compassionate pastoral response” 
to those who have experienced do-
mestic violence, said Welland-Akong, 
who previously delivered a 45-minute 
speech at the World Meeting of Fami-
lies in Philadelphia in 2015.

Michael Akong, a practitioner of 
Oriental medicine and acupuncturist, 
said he and his wife are “honored” 
to be part of the upcoming World 
Meeting of Families and “to share our 
knowledge and provide some ideas … 
to reduce violence in the family and 
to help families have a closer spiritual 
connection as well.”

The couple has traveled to many 
countries to make presentations on 
domestic violence at episcopal confer-
ences as well as at individual parishes.

Welland-Akong said that statistics 

show that one out of every three wom-
en will be a victim of domestic violence 
at some point in their lives, and she 
noted that men are not immune from 
being victim-survivors either. Because 
domestic violence can be a taboo sub-
ject, she said, many victim-survivors 
suffer in silence.

First exposed to the effects of do-
mestic violence while serving as a so-
cial worker in Mexico City from 1976 
to 1982, Welland-Akong said she was 
“blown away” by the widespread suf-
fering she encountered there.

“It really shocked me. I was not pre-
pared for it. … I really felt helpless,” 
she said.

Not only were resources unavail-
able, she said, but there were priests 
who unhelpfully advised women to 

view their abuse as a “cross” they had 
to carry, suggested that they might 
have done something to anger their 
spouses, or ruled out marital separa-
tion as an option.

The experience inspired her to go 
back to school. In 1999, she earned 
a doctoral degree in Clinical Psychol-
ogy, with a specialization in Family 
Therapy, from the California School of 
Professional Psychology in San Diego.

In 2014, Welland-Akong and her 
husband founded Pax in Familia, 
which offers workshops, conferences, 
online courses and educational mate-
rials. The organization seeks to inte-
grate the Church’s pastoral ministry 
and psychological knowledge.

It might seem obvious that domes-
tic violence is incompatible with Gos-
pel values. But, she said, the Church 
hasn’t spoken out as forcefully as it 
might have on the subject.

While domestic violence isn’t any 
more prevalent among Catholics, she 
said, it regrettably doesn’t seem to 
be less frequent either and it “under-
mines everything that the Catholic 
family is supposed to be about.”

She said that, even today, the topic 
of domestic violence rarely comes up 
in homilies. Yet, priests and bishops 
have “the moral authority” to change 
hearts and minds when they do speak 
about it.

SD Couple to Speak at Family Meeting in Rome
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HEALING: Dr. Christauria Welland-Akong speaks on domestic violence on Aug. 5, 2019, at Our Lady 
of Guadalupe Parish in Barrio Logan. She will speak at the World Meeting of Families in Rome.

If you or a loved one needs help, 
contact the National  
Domestic Violence  
Hotline at  
(800) 799-7233.
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 Despairing of the tension 
between races and 
cultures?

Step into the diocese’s Pentecost 
Mass and experience unity among all 
peoples. In fact, that’s the name of this 
event: Mass for All Peoples, to be held 
on Saturday, June 4, at Cathedral Cath-
olic High School.

The event brings together Catholic 
cultural communities present in the dio-
cese, with roots in the Americas, Europe, 
Asia and Africa. Their members wear na-
tive attire, speak different languages and 
express their faith in distinct ways. But 
they are united by their love of God.

It all begins at 10 a.m. outside of the 
school’s gym, where a variety of music 
will be presented. A procession of cul-
tures is at 10:45, to be followed by the 
Mass at 11 in the gym, with Bishop Rob-
ert McElroy. It’s a joyful feast of colors, 
sounds and faith traditions.

A literal feast follows, starting 
around 12:15 p.m. in the school’s pla-
za, where the communities will share 
their traditional foods and perform 
music and dances.

Everyone is welcome to attend this 
family-friendly event.

For details on the Pentecost  
Mass and festival, visit  
sdcatholic.org/pentecost.

All Invited to 
Juneteenth Mass Experience What 

Unity Feels Like
The Southern Cross

 Dr. Constance Carroll, 
the former chancellor 
of the San Diego 

Community College District, will 
share a historical reflection at 
this year’s Juneteenth Freedom 
Mass on June 19.

Juneteenth celebrates the day en-
slaved people in Texas learned that 
they were free, marking the end of 
slavery in the United States.

Bishop Robert McElroy will cele-
brate the annual Mass, which will be 
concelebrated by Auxiliary Bishops 
John Dolan and Ramón Bejarano. 

All are invited to the Mass, which 
will be at 10 a.m., at St. Rita’s Parish, 
5124 Churchward Street, San Diego 
CA 92114.

Dr. Carroll is a long-time member of 
that parish, located in Southeastern 
San Diego.

The Juneteenth Mass is organized 
by the Diocesan Commission for Afri-
can American Catholics, which works 
to share their history, faith traditions 
and concerns with the broader Catho-
lic community.

“We want to share that this is where 
we come from, this is how far we have 
come,” said Rick Stewart, the com-
mission’s chair, “although sometimes 
we feel like we’re going backwards.”

African Americans “add to the tap-
estry of life in this country, like all peo-
ples who contribute to that tapestry.” JOYFUL: Young women from the Indian  community shared a traditional dance at the 

2019 Pentecost Mass for All Peoples.
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By Denis Grasska

 This year, it’s back 
to normal for Camp 
Emmaus.

The Diocese of San Diego’s annual 
youth leadership camp is returning to 
Whispering Winds Catholic Camp in 
the Cuyamaca mountains as a multi-
day, overnight experience.

“It’s three years in the making,” 
Maricruz Flores, director of the Office 
for Youth and Young Adult Ministry, 
said of the camp, which will be held 
from June 20 to June 24.

Though it was never canceled, even 
at the height of the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, Camp Emmaus was retooled signifi-
cantly in the past two years to prevent 
possible spread of the coronavirus.

In 2020, it was presented as a se-
ries of six online sessions conducted 
through the videoconferencing app 
Zoom. Last year, it was held in per-
son, but as separate day camps at two 
sites — Mission San Luis Rey Parish in 
Oceanside and St. Catherine Laboure 
Parish in Clairemont.

Plans for a return to Whispering 
Winds for the first time since 2019 
began in earnest around the start of 
the new year, said Flores, whose of-
fice sponsors the annual camp for high 
school students who currently serve 
or have been asked to serve as mem-
bers of the core teams of their parish 
youth groups.

Pat Clasby, who leads youth minis-
try at St. Patrick Parish in Carlsbad, 

has been the coordinator of Camp 
Emmaus since it began in 2003. He 
admits that the prospect of bringing it 
back as an in-person, overnight event 
this year left him “a little choked up.”

But back-to-normal doesn’t mean 
pretending that a global pandemic 
and its psychological, emotional and 
spiritual effects never happened.

“What we’ve seen in our parishes 
this year tells me teens will be happy 
to be together, but also unsure how to 
react at times,” said Clasby, who will 
be bringing about 20 youth and two or 
three adult chaperones from his parish.

Flores acknowledged that “a lot of 
issues” have come up in the lives of the 
camps’ teenage participants, as well as 
for youth ministers and chaperones, 
since the emergence of COVID-19. So, 

some flexibility will be required.
Emerging from two years of the 

virus, Flores said, participants will 
be free “to talk a little bit more about 
mental health or their emotions 
throughout the pandemic” if they 
need to, and leaders will accept that 
teens may be more reticent at times.

About 170 teens are expected to 
attend this year’s camp, where the 
theme will be “Living Justice, Pro-
claiming Peace.”

The schedule includes Masses, 
communal prayer, and opportunities 
for Eucharistic adoration and the 
sacrament of reconciliation, as well 
as keynote speakers, witness talks, 
time for both large- and small-group 
discussions, skits, games and an ice 
cream social.

Workshops will be offered on four 
separate tracks: first-timers, veterans, 
young adults and musicians.

Clasby said there are several things 
that make Camp Emmaus such a spe-
cial event. He said organizers offer “a 
number of different ways to experi-
ence our faith at camp” and “empower 
the youth to take ownership of leading 
many of those experiences.”

“Any of these experiences on 
their own are nice, but when shared 
in community over the course of a 
week with peers from around the di-
ocese, it tends to be an awe-inspiring 
 experience,” he said.

Nicky Knuff, the youth minister 
at St. Charles Borromeo Parish, is 
a Camp Emmaus alumnus. Attend-
ing the camp three times as a teen 
showed him that “the Church is bigger 
than one’s local parish,” and it played 
“a monumental role” in helping him to 
discover a calling in ministry.

“I’m a big believer that we can do 
good things by ourselves, but we can 
do great things with one another,” he 
said. “We are made for relationship. 
We are made for community. We aren’t 
made for isolation. We have all worked 
very hard to maneuver through a glob-
al pandemic as best we can, but things 
like Camp Emmaus can only reach 
(their) full potential when we’re all 
together as one.”

Registration for this year’s Camp 
Emmaus will close on Friday, June 3. 
The cost to attend is $325 per person; 
scholarships are available. Youth regis-
ter through their parish youth ministry.

Emceed by radio and television personality

“Shotgun Tom” Kelly

For Mass times and information visit: GuardianAngelsSantee.org - 9310 Dalehurst Rd. Santee  

GUARDIAN ANGELS 
CATHOLIC CHURCH
IS CELEBRATING
60 YEARS OF SERVING
THE EAST COUNTY
COMMUNITY WITH AN
ANNIVERSARY GALA!

S A T U R D A Y

JUNE 18
Gala to be held at Cathedral 
Catholic High School Theater
• 6:00 PM to 11:00 PM
• Silent & Live Auctions
• 4-Course Dinner
• Dancing & Photo Booth

Pre-sale tickets available until 5/20 
Last day to RSVP is 6/10 
Purchase tickets or a table at:
GuardianAngelsSantee.org

Questions? 619-448-1213

Proceeds from the Gala benefit the Blessed Carlo Acutis 
Youth & Young Adult Building Fund

Live music by

Republic of Music

A Catholic, spirit-centered, assisted-
living community with several levels 

of care. Located in Mission Valley,  
we offer seniors long-term 

residential and care options. 

We provide supportive services and 
compassionate care in a Catholic, 

loving environment.
Tour Our Newly Renovated Community

Daily Mass, plus monthly Mass  
with the Bishop

Hospice Care

619.563.0480
nazarethhousesd.org 

6333 Rancho Mission Road, San Diego, CA 92108 
info@nazarethhousesd.org

LIC# 372000400

NAZARETH HOUSE
ASSISTED LIVING
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Adios Zoom: Hello ‘Awe-Inspiring’ Camp Emmaus

ALL TOGETHER: Camp Emmaus will be held at Whispering Winds Catholic Camp this summer 
for the first time since 2019. Pictured, youth formed close bonds there — literally — in 2017.
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By Aida Bustos

 Organizations that 
serve marginalized 
communities con-

tinued to hold synod sessions 
with their populations at prisons, 
sites that serve the homeless 
and refugee assistance offices 
in May. Meanwhile, parishes and 
schools began to wind down 
their sessions for youth.

All reports from these sessions are 
due by June 15 to the diocese’s synod 
team, which continues to analyze the 
data submitted since March. A team 
of researchers from the University of 
San Diego is assisting the team mem-
bers in this part of the synod.

The diocese will submit a report 
that summarizes the information from 
the sessions to the U.S. Conference of 
Catholic Bishops by the end of June.

Bishop Robert McElroy plans to 
share that report with the Catholic 
community over the summer. The 
second listening phase of the consul-
tation is to begin in the fall, when a 
survey will be circulated widely.

Two commissions, in San Diego and 
Imperial counties, are helping to guide 
the diocese’s consultation. Their 
members are to meet in June.

Visit sdcatholic.org/synod for the 
latest information about this consul-
tation in the diocese, part of a world-
wide invitation to Catholics to share 
their experiences with the Church. 
The findings will be used to strength-
en the Church at all levels.

LISTENING: Residents of Kairos House, a transitional housing facility in San Diego for men recently released from prison, held a synod session on 
April 24. Fifth- to eighth-grade students in faith-formation classes at St. Mark’s Church in San Marcos held a session on April 26.

Church Listening to Teenagers, Marginalized
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By Denis Grasska 

 Seven people, in-
cluding six formerly 
incarcerated men 

and women who have suc-
cessfully reintegrated back into 
society, will share their firsthand 
experiences with the criminal 
justice system at a special event 
on Saturday, June 11.

The event, “Restoring Humanity: 
A Speaker Showcase on Restor-
ative Reintegration,” will begin at 
2 p.m. at the University of San Di-
ego and will be live-streamed at  
sdcatholic.org/reentry.

Each of the participating speak-
ers has received months of training 
from the Phoenix-based organization 
Amplify Voices to prepare their pre-
sentations and shape their messages. 
According to its website, “Amplify 
Voices serves individuals historically 
oppressed, misunderstood or si-
lenced, who want to use their voice as 
an instrument of change.”

The upcoming event is co- sponsored  
by the diocesan Office for Life, Peace 
and Justice and USD’s Center for Re-
storative Justice.

Dr. Robert Ehnow, director of the 
diocesan office, attended an Amplify 
Voices event in Phoenix in March 
of 2021, which included talks by 
 victim-survivors of human trafficking. 
It was “a very powerful event,” he 
said, and inspired him to reach out 

to the organization with the idea of 
putting together a similar event where 
formerly incarcerated men and wom-
en could tell their stories.

The seven speakers for June 11, 
each of whom will speak for about 
10 minutes, were selected with great 
care by the Life, Peace and Justice 
Office and the Center for Restorative 
Justice. Six were paroled after de-
cades behind bars, and at least half 
had originally received life sentences. 
The seventh speaker will provide a 
family member’s perspective; her hus-
band, also a speaker, and two brothers 
have been in prison.

The formerly incarcerated speakers 
have not only reentered society, but in 
some cases have become active mem-
bers of the community.

Ehnow noted that one speaker, a 
former member of the West Coast 
Crips, now serves on the City of San 
Diego’s Commission on Gang Preven-
tion and Intervention; another speak-
er is a fellow parishioner of Ehnow’s 
at Sacred Heart Parish in Coronado, 
where he is an active member.

Four of the speakers are from the 
San Diego area. Among them is Er-
nest Garcia, who previously shared his 
story with The Southern Cross for a 
feature story on Rise Up Industries. 
The Santee-based nonprofit offers an 
18-month reentry program that pre-
pares formerly incarcerated men for 
careers as CNC (Computer Numeric 
Control) machine operators.

In an interview in late 2018, Garcia 
shared how serious problems in his 

family life — his mother’s struggle 
with mental illness and his father’s 
reliance on alcohol as a coping mecha-
nism — led him to join a gang.

“I think I embraced the violence, 
even the harm that came to myself, 
because I just didn’t want to face what 
was going on in my home at the time,” 
he said.

At age 17, Garcia was sentenced 
to 75 years to life for the murders of 
three rival gang members. Because 
of his continued violent behavior, he 
spent 18 years in solitary confinement. 
But, while still in prison, he began to 
reevaluate his life and abandoned 
gangs entirely. 

Ehnow noted that many people have 
strong negative feelings about those 

who have been in prison, especially 
for those who have been given life 
sentences. He said the upcoming talks 
present “an opportunity to change 
hearts and change minds,” which is 
best done, not through statistics but 
when people are able to tell their per-
sonal stories.

He hopes the takeaway will be that 
“these are God’s children, they made a 
mistake, they were held accountable 
for that mistake, and now they’re rein-
tegrating” into the community.

8:30am - 5:00pm

#
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We’re Open!
Thank you for your support through these 
times and we look forward to seeing you soon.

CALL

1.800.854.6567

VISIT

4780 Mission Gorge Place
San Diego, CA 92120

CLICK

OConnorsChurchsupply.com

San Diego Bishop Robert McElroy and Robert Ehnow served as the opening speakers at the 
Catholic Criminal Justice Reform Network’s Inaugural Conference at Georgetown University 
Law Center in Washington, D.C., on April 28. Inspired by Catholic social teaching, the conference 
brought together Catholic attorneys, judges, public officials and formerly incarcerated individu-
als, including three from San Diego, to seek solutions to reform the criminal justice system.

Register for the  
live-streamed event at 
sdcatholic.org/reentry.

Formerly Incarcerated Share Journey to Healing
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By Denis Grasska 

 The Diocese of San 
Diego is mourning 
the loss and 

celebrating the legacy of its 
fourth bishop, Robert Brom, who 
died in his home May 9 at age 83.

“Bishop Brom was pastor, teacher 
and servant leader of the Catholic 
community in San Diego and Imperial 
counties for 23 years,” said Bishop 
Robert McElroy.

He said, “Bishop Brom’s deep love 
for our parishes and pastoral vision 
were complemented by a keen admin-
istrative capability in guiding San Di-
ego through years of joy and hardship.”

Bishop McElroy presided over the 
late bishop’s funeral Mass on May 17 
at St. Théresè of Carmel Church in 
Carmel Valley. It was concelebrated 
by several bishops, including Arch-
bishop José Gomez of Los Angeles, 
Archbishop and former San Diego 
Auxiliary Bishop Salvatore Cordileone 
of San Francisco, and Bishop Kevin 
Vann of Orange, as well as San Diego’s 
own auxiliaries, Bishops John Dolan 
and Ramón Bejarano.

“We know that Bob Brom lived in 
the light of faith,” Bishop McElroy said 
shortly after the Mass began. “He was 
a pastor who cared for the souls with 
whom he was entrusted. He was a 
shepherd who labored ardently to tend 
to the flock. He was a teacher at heart, 
seeking to bring the Good News of the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ to those who had 
heard it before, to those who needed 
to hear it anew, and to those who had 
never heard it at all. He was a leader of 
this diocese on so many levels.”

Msgr. Steven Callahan, pastor of St. 
Brigid Parish in Pacific Beach, worked 
alongside Bishop Brom for years. As 
the homilist, he recalled that, after 
his first meeting with the late bish-
op, he recognized him as a man who 
“knows who he is, and where he’s 
going, and what he’s about, and what 
his mission is.”

He shared some favorite expres-
sions of Bishop Brom’s, including “The 

Church either thrives in its parishes or 
it does not thrive at all,” “You shape 
your environment and your environ-
ment will shape you,” and “If Heaven’s 
so great, why wait?”

Of the latter, he said, “He meant 
it. It wasn’t a joke. … There was a 
longing in Robert Brom’s heart for 
the freedom of the children of God, 
awaiting — in the words of the Book 
of Revelation — a new heaven and 
a new earth. And while there’s defi-
nitely sadness in our hearts that he 
cannot be with us in the body, those 
are overtaken by our feelings of joy 

for him and the communion he now 
shares with our loving God, what he 
experiences, the glorious freedom of 
the children of God.”

The legacy of Bishop Brom, who re-
tired  in September  2013, includes the 
construction of many local churches 
and two high schools.

In his homily, Msgr. Callahan 
quipped that, “if Bishop Brom had 
not been a bishop, he could’ve made 
a fortune as a designer.” He noted the 
“meticulous care” with which Bishop 
Brom had approached the construc-
tion and renovation of parish and di-
ocesan properties.

“He wanted people who use these 
places, whether for worship, or for-
mation, or education, or ministry, to 
experience them as God’s dwelling 
place, where people could experience 
God dwelling with us.”

Bishop Brom led the diocese when 
the sex abuse scandal reached the 
local Church.

“Jesus in the Gospel tells Peter that, 
later in life, he’s going to be led where 
he doesn’t want to go,” said Msgr. Cal-
lahan. “That became a reality for Bish-
op Brom when the sex-abuse scandal 
began to break in 2002. He was led by 
the Lord where he would rather not 
go, and he responded as a shepherd,” 
accompanying victims and helping “all 
of us to grapple with the enormity of 
this scandal and the harm it did to the 
Church and to the victims.”

Under Bishop Brom’s leadership, in 
late 2007, the diocese reached an al-
most $200-million settlement for sex 
abuse committed by diocesan clergy.

Even before the magnitude of abuse 
claims became apparent, Bishop 
Brom began implementing policies to 
prevent sexual abuse and to maintain 
a safe environment for children and 
young people.

Retirement liberated him from the 
heavy responsibility of running a dio-
cese, and he eagerly devoted himself to 
delivering presentations on the faith. 

Narciso Guzmán served as Bishop 
Brom’s assistant for the past 21 years, 
helping him at his private daily Masses 
and with personal errands. He said the 
late bishop had to stop giving presen-

Flock Bids Farewell  
to Faithful Shepherd

TO THE ALTAR OF GOD: Mourners watch as Bishop Robert Brom’s casket is led toward the altar during his funeral Mass May 17  at St. Théresè of Carmel Church in Carmel Valley.

PAYING RESPECTS: A visibly emotional Archbishop Salvatore Cordileone, right, processes out 
of the church, followed by Archbishop José Gomez.

REPORTING TO ROME: Bishop Robert Brom and his then auxiliary bishop, Salvatore Cordileone, meet 
with Pope John Paul II at the Vatican in an undated photo.
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tations in recent years as standing for 
extended periods was too much for 
his legs.

In retirement, Bishop Brom con-
tinued to make time for the Catholic 
inmates at Richard J. Donovan Cor-
rectional Facility in Otay Mesa, where 
he celebrated Easter Masses and 
heard confessions.

David Brom, the youngest of the 
five Brom siblings, believes that prison 
ministry was what the bishop found 
most fulfilling in his retirement.

“He deeply valued the time that 
he spent with the inmates, and they 

valued the time that they could spend 
with him,” he said. “One of the things 
of which he was proudest in retire-
ment was cards of appreciation that 
were signed by all the inmates for the 
time that he spent there with them.”

Bishop Brom also continued his 
connection with the Missionaries 
of Charity. In the early 1990s, he 
accompanied Mother Teresa in her 
search to establish a convent in the 
San Diego Diocese. He celebrated 
the convent’s first Mass in 1992 
in the San Diego neighborhood of 
Southcrest, and, in March of 2017, 
celebrated a Mass at the sisters’ new 
8,000-square-foot convent.

Robert Brom was born Sept. 18, 
1938, in Arcadia, Wis., to Henry and 
Lucille Brom. In an interview that 
appeared in The Southern Cross on 
July 24, 1989, his mother recalled his 
youthful practice of pretending to cel-
ebrate Mass on the front porch of the 
family home. 

He was ordained on Dec. 18, 1963, 
as a priest for the Diocese of Wino-
na, Minn. He was appointed bishop 
of the Diocese of Duluth on March 
25, 1983, by Pope St. John Paul II 
and was consecrated and installed 
on May 23, 1983.

His episcopal motto, taken from 1 
Corinthians 1:12, is “Ego sum Christi,” 
which is Latin for “I belong to Christ.”

“I think there was a reluctance on 
his part to become a bishop, in part 
because he liked being among the 
people, he liked being a pastor, he 
liked communicating with the ev-
eryday Catholic and the everyday 

person,” recalled David Brom. “At the 
same time, he recognized that he had 
a gift and he could serve in that capac-
ity and still be pastoral.”

After serving for six years as bishop 
of Duluth, Bishop Brom was appoint-
ed coadjutor bishop of San Diego on 
April 22, 1989, meaning that he would 
automatically succeed Bishop Leo Ma-
her upon the latter’s retirement.

He became the fourth bishop of San 
Diego on July 10, 1990.

In that capacity, Bishop Brom made 
parish pastoral visits five times to all 
of the diocese’s approximately 100 
parishes. David Brom said his broth-
er frequently visited Catholics in the 
Imperial Valley, so much so that he 
was sometimes characterized as “the 
hermit bishop” because of the amount 
of time he spent in the desert.

Many of the parishes founded by 
Bishop Brom’s predecessors under-
went major development during his 
years as diocesan bishop. This in-
cludes the construction of several new 
church buildings. When he retired, 
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Parish in Ran-
cho Peñasquitos was nearing the end 
of construction on its new church.

Bishop Brom also oversaw the de-
velopment of two new high schools. 
Cathedral Catholic High School, which 
carries on the legacy and traditions 
of the University of San Diego High 
School, opened in 2005 in Carmel Val-
ley. Mater Dei Catholic High School, 
a successor to Marian Catholic High 
School, opened in 2007 in Chula Vista.

From the beginning of his ministry 
in San Diego, Bishop Brom believed 
that the diocese’s many ethnic and 
cultural groups enriched the Local 
Church. At a press conference on the 
day he became San Diego’s bishop, 
he expressed his desire that the cul-
tural groups receive “a proportionate 
amount of our attention and resourc-
es with additional services.”

With the authorization of Bishop 
Brom, the diocesan Office for Cultural 
Diversity was established. The office

 serves communities representing 
African American, Chinese, Filipino, 
Spanish-speaking and Vietnamese 
Catholics, among others. And it was 
Bishop Brom who upgraded the Ec-
umenical Commission to a diocesan 
office and became the first bishop in 
the country to appoint a vicar for ecu-
menical and interreligious affairs.

“When you start something, you 
don’t see the fruit maybe until later,” 
said Guzmán, reflecting on how mul-
ticultural events like the fifth annual 
Pentecost Mass for All Peoples, sched-
uled for June 4 at Cathedral Catholic 
High School, can be seen as the result 
of seeds that Bishop Brom planted.

Guzmán recalled Bishop Brom as a 
humble man.

“Even though he was a bishop, he 
was not … walking in the sky,” he said. 
“He always wanted Christ to be the 
one who shines, not him.”

TO THE ALTAR OF GOD: Mourners watch as Bishop Robert Brom’s casket is led toward the altar during his funeral Mass May 17  at St. Théresè of Carmel Church in Carmel Valley.

‘There was a … longing 
in Robert Brom’s heart 

for the freedom of the 
children of God …’

Msgr. Steven Callahan
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WALKING WITH A SAINT: Bishop Robert Brom walks with St. Teresa of Calcutta, better 
known as “Mother Teresa,” in San Diego in January 1992.

REPORTING TO ROME: Bishop Robert Brom and his then auxiliary bishop, Salvatore Cordileone, meet 
with Pope John Paul II at the Vatican in an undated photo.
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A gallery of photos from  
Bishop Brom’s funeral  
Mass is available at 
thesoutherncross.org/brom
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By Denis Grasska

 Bishop Robert McElroy 
will ordain Bradley 
D. Easterbrooks and 

Guillermo Hernandez to the 
priesthood June 24 at St. Gabriel 
Church in Poway.

As students at the Pontifical North 
American College, the American 
seminary in Rome, the men were or-
dained to the transitional diaconate 
last September at St. Peter’s Basilica 
in Vatican City.

Deacon Easterbrooks, 37, will be 
assigned to Holy Trinity Parish in El 
Cajon this summer and, then, will 
return to Rome for another year to 
earn an advanced degree in Dogmatic 
Theology at the Pontifical Gregorian 
University.

Deacon Hernandez, 30, will serve as 
associate pastor of St. Jude Shrine of 
the West Parish for the summer, before 
finishing a licentiate in Fundamental 
Theology at the Pontifical Gregorian 
University for the next year.

Originally from Carlsbad, Deacon 
Easterbrooks was baptized as a Cath-
olic, attended St. Patrick School and 
even received his First Communion, 
but he and his family primarily attend-
ed Protestant churches.

He identified as a non- 
denominational Christian until about 
mid-way through law school at Pep-
perdine University in Malibu. While 
seeking to deepen his faith life, 
Deacon Easterbrooks began read-
ing the Church Fathers and became 
convinced that the Eucharist truly is 
the Body and Blood of Christ. As a 
third-year law student, he entered the 
Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
process and received the sacrament 
of confirmation.

After passing the bar exam, Deacon 
Easterbrooks joined the U.S. Navy’s 
Judge Advocate General’s Corps 
(JAG). He was stationed in San Diego, 
where he began attending Our Lady 
of the Rosary Parish in Little Italy. He 
even had a fiancée.

“However, I realized that, despite 
my desire for marriage, there was an-
other interest that I simply could not 
shake: Catholic priesthood,” said Dea-
con Easterbrooks, who had thought 
about the priesthood ever since re-
turning to the Catholic Church.

He accepted his pastor’s encourage-
ment to consider the possibility of a 
priestly vocation and, in 2017, he left 
active duty to enter the seminary.

“I want to be a priest to help people 
experience the love of Christ through 
the worship of God and service of 
God’s people,” said Deacon Easter-
brooks, who is co-sponsored by the 
Diocese of San Diego and the Archdi-
ocese for the Military Services, USA, 
meaning that he will also serve as a 
Navy chaplain. 

“I love to teach the faith because 
I see how faith can heal and change 
lives. The Eucharist is the center of 
our faith, because it’s Jesus. I hope to 

be a priest who brings Jesus to peo-
ple and people to Jesus through faith, 
hope and love.”

“I am filled with joy and thanksgiv-
ing knowing that I will be able to start 
ministering as a priest very soon,” said 
Deacon Easterbrooks. “In some ways, 
I know very little about what comes 
next, because life with God is always 
an adventure.”

A San Diego native and son of a 
Mexican immigrant, Deacon Her-
nandez grew up in a Catholic family 
in the North Park neighborhood of 
San Diego and is the product of local 

Catholic schools, including Our Lady’s 
School in Barrio Logan and St. Augus-
tine High School in North Park. He 
speaks both English and Spanish.

His family attended Mass every Sun-
day at St. Joseph Cathedral Parish and 
prayed the rosary together almost dai-
ly. The frequency of the family’s Mass 
attendance increased as Hernandez 
got older; they would attend Mass at 
Our Lady of the Rosary Parish on the 
other days of the week.

“Coming from such a strong Catho-
lic family, I actually always considered 
the priesthood; I knew it was some-

thing I should at least be open to,” 
said Deacon Hernandez, who says his 
classmates from Our Lady’s School 
would say that they always knew he 
would be a priest.

But, for Deacon Hernandez himself, 
priesthood didn’t always seem like a 
certainty. He also had been attracted 
to the idea of becoming a firefighter 
and, after high school, even entered 
the San Diego Fire Department’s ca-
det program for a short time.

However, those two paths are not as 
divergent as they might appear.

“As a firefighter, your job is to save 
lives; as a priest, it is to save souls,” 
he said. “I will never forget when my 
mom told me about the back of a 
firefighter’s shirt she saw, in church 
actually, that read, ‘We fight where the 
devil dances.’”

It was the notion of sacrifice and 
service that attracted Deacon Hernan-
dez to the priesthood.

“The fact that a man sacrifices him-
self and gives up marriage and family 
life to devote his life to Christ and His 
Church is truly moving and inspiring,” 
he said. “I always wanted to show God 
that I loved Him, and I knew I could 
never be true to that unless I was 
willing to fulfill that same sacrifice. I al-
ways wanted to be a man of service and 
do something exciting, and that is what 
has attracted me to this vocation.”

As his ordination day draws near, 
Deacon Hernandez is awed by the 
ministry of which he will soon be a 
part, which includes the ability to 
transform bread and wine into the 
Eucharist and to forgive others’ sins.

“It is a true gift that I find myself 
crying about when considering how 
someone so unworthy could work 
such marvels.”

Two Roads Lead to Priest Ordination in June

WHEN IN ROME: Bradley D. Easterbrooks, front-left, and Guillermo Hernandez, front-right, assist Pope Francis at a funeral Mass for Cardinal 
William Levada in St. Peter’s Basilica on Sept. 27, 2019.

PATH TO PRIESTHOOD: Deacon Guillermo Hernandez, left, and Bradley D. Easterbrooks, 
right, are seen at the Pontifical North American College in Rome.

Mass on June 24, 4 p.m., at 
St. Gabriel Church in  
Poway will be  
live-streamed at 
sdcatholic.org.
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By Denis Grasska

 It’s entirely possible 
for a faithful Catholic, 
who observes all of 

the precepts of the Church, to 
go through life without ever 
attending an ordination liturgy.

And for those who have attended 
one, they might do so without fully ap-
preciating the rich symbolism that per-
meates the ritual prayers and actions.

The Southern Cross recently asked 
Father Efrain Bautista, the bishop’s 
master of ceremonies, to reflect on 
some of the highlights of an ordination 
liturgy and the meaning behind them.

One of the first noticeable differ-
ences between an ordination Mass for 
new priests or deacons and the typical 
Sunday Mass comes after the Gospel 
reading, when those who are about 
to be ordained are asked to come for-
ward. As their names are called, they 
respond, “Present.”

The bishop is asked to ordain the 
men, which he agrees to do after 
receiving affirmation that those who 
oversaw their formation have found 
them worthy.

Father Bautista said the theological 
significance of this moment is that it’s 
God, through the Church, who has 
called these men to ordained service.

After the homily, candidates for 
ordination make a series of promises, 
including of obedience to the current 
bishop and his successors.

While the intercession of the angels 
and saints is invoked upon the pro-
ceedings through the singing of the 
Litany of the Saints, the bishop kneels 
and the candidates prostrate them-
selves before the altar.

Prostration symbolizes “laying down 
one’s life for the service of God and His 
Church,” Father Bautista explained.

When the litany concludes, each 
candidate approaches the bishop and 
kneels at his feet. The bishop lays 
hands on their heads and recites the 
prayer of ordination.

The laying on of hands and the prayer 

of ordination comprise the essential 
form of holy orders, which is required 
for validity, Father Bautista said.

He likened this moment to a scene 
recorded in the Acts of the Apostles, 
in which the Apostles convene to 
appoint a successor to Judas, laying 
their hands on him and invoking the 
Holy Spirit over him.

Another significant moment comes 
when the newly-ordained, standing 
in front of the sanctuary, dresses in 
his new liturgical vestments for the 
first time. At diaconal ordination, this 
means receiving the stole and dalmat-
ic; at a priestly ordination, the diaco-
nal stole and dalmatic are removed 
and replaced with a priest’s stole and 
chasuble.

Father Bautista explained that the 
investiture, performed in front of the 
entire congregation, recognizes that 
a significant change has occurred: 
A layman has just become a deacon, 
or a transitional deacon has become 
a priest. He said the newly-ordained 
are assisted in the vesting process 
by a priest, typically one who played 
an important role in their vocational 
journey.

At a diaconal ordination, the newly- 
ordained deacon kneels before the bish-

op, who places the Book of the Gospels 
in his hands. “Receive the Gospel of 
Christ, whose herald you have become,” 
the bishop says. This is an acknowl-
edgement of the fact that, through the 
sacrament of holy orders, a deacon is 
empowered to proclaim the Gospel and 
to preach at Mass.

There is a corresponding moment 
during a priestly ordination, when 
the newly-ordained priest kneels 
before the bishop, who anoints his 
hands with the blessed, perfumed oil 
called “chrism.”

Subsequently, after drying his 
hands, the priest kneels at the bish-
op’s feet again; placing the paten and 
chalice in the priest’s hands, the bish-
op says, “Receive the oblation of the 
People of God.” Upon ordination, the 
priest is able to offer the sacrifice of 
the Mass.

The handkerchief with which the 
priest wipes the chrism from his 
hands is later returned to the priest. 
Traditionally, the priest will give the 
handkerchief to his mother, who will 
be buried with it, said Father Bautis-
ta, who shared that the priest’s father 
similarly will receive the stole in which 
the priest hears his first confession.

During a priestly ordination, an-
other highlight is the fraternal kiss, 
wherein the bishop and all of the 
priests in attendance embrace the 
newly- ordained priest. A similar 
moment occurs during the diaconal 
ordination liturgy, where the newly- 
ordained deacons are embraced by 
each of the deacons in attendance.

At the conclusion of the Mass, after 
the procession outside the church, the 
newly-ordained priests will be greet-

ed by the applause of their brother 
priests, arrayed in a semicircle out-
side the church entrance.

“That’s a sign of fraternity and wel-
coming them into the body of priests, 
or the presbyterate,” Father Bautista 
explained.

After a priestly ordination, it is cus-
tomary for people to line up to receive 
a “first blessing” from the newly- 
ordained. Typically, the very first 
of these are given to the ordaining 
bishop and the priest’s parents, said 
Father Bautista. But, after Mass, the 
laity will line up to receive them.

It’s not that a newly-ordained 
priest’s blessing is somehow more 
spiritually efficacious or powerful 
than the blessing of a priest who has 
decades in ministry, said Father Bau-
tista, but it’s an acknowledgement of 
the grace of ordination.

Perhaps as early as the day after 
their ordination, new priests will cel-
ebrate their first public Mass as the 
main celebrant. This Mass, along with 
other “Masses of Thanksgiving” that 
the newly-ordained celebrates, come 
with the opportunity for the faithful to 
gain a plenary indulgence.

That means that a person who has 
gone to confession, receives Commu-
nion, recites prayers for the intentions of 
the pope, and has complete detachment 
from even venial sin can receive com-
plete remission of temporal punishment 
(i.e., time in Purgatory after death) for 
the sins they have committed.

“If people have never been to (an 
ordination Mass),” Father Bautista 
said, “they should go at least once in 
their lives because it’s a beautiful ex-
perience.”

Rituals of Ordinations, Down to Handkerchief

“Laying on of Hands”

“Anointing”

“Blessing”

“Getting Dressed”

THE ‘RITE’ STUFF: A series of photos shows some of the highlights from an ordination to the priesthood, such as here, when the men prostrate themselves as the Litany of the Saints is sung.
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Distinct Paths Lead Nine Men to Serve as Deacons
By Denis Grasska

TIMOTHY B. CLARK
Santa Sophia Parish, Spring Valley

During his junior year of high school, Timothy B. Clark 
accepted an invitation to attend a Catholic youth group 
and Mass.

“I immediately felt at home,” said Clark, who would be-
come Catholic at the Easter Vigil in 1998 at St. Francis of 
Assisi Parish in Vista.

At the time, the parish had four deacons, and the sight 
of them got Clark thinking even then about diaconal ministry.

In 2016, during a Christmas vacation in Italy, Clark was in Assisi, walking in 
the snow with his two oldest daughters. He heard a clear voice ask, “What are 
you waiting for?”

Clark knew who was asking, and he knew what He was asking about: becoming 
a deacon.

“I have never heard the voice of God like I did that day,” said Clark, who has 
been a chemistry professor at the University of San Diego for the past 11 years.

He is confident that answering God’s call will bring him “to the greatest sense 
of fulfillment.”

“The deacon has the opportunity to connect the people of the parish to a 
deeper sense of the spiritual life by bringing family life and their ministry of 
charity into homilies and interactions with parishioners,” he said.

Clark and his wife, Nicole, have been married for 21 years and have seven 
children. They have been members of Santa Sophia Parish in Spring Valley for 
eight years.

VICTOR GARCIA
St. Francis of Assisi Parish, Vista

Ten years ago, Victor Garcia suffered a hemorrhagic 
stroke that left him with the left side of his body weak-
ened and his memory faulty.

“Months later, I had a miraculous healing and was com-
pletely restored. I believe God was preparing me to serve 
Him in a special way,” said Garcia, who retired in 2009 
after having managed a Kentucky Fried Chicken franchise 
for 35 years.

In retirement, he became a daily Mass-goer. One day, the pastor shared that 
he had been praying for vocations to the diaconate and believed that Garcia had 
one. Garcia and his wife prayed about it and ultimately decided to trust that, if 
it was God’s will, He would “open doors.”

One challenge that Garcia faced during the formation program was that he 
had never gone to school in English before and he struggled with the Church 
terminology. Yet, the Lord opened that door, as well.

During formation, Garcia said, he grew spiritually and in self-knowledge 
through being assigned to a different ministry each year, such as jail, hospital 
and hospice ministry as well as service to the poor.

“It is such an honor to be used by God to serve His people,” he said.
Garcia and his wife, Monica, have been married for 45 years and have three chil-

dren. They have been members of St. Francis of Assisi Parish in Vista for 34 years.

DAVID GONZALEZ
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Parish, San Ysidro

“I would love to say I have been a devoted Catholic for my 
whole life,” said David Gonzalez, “but that isn’t the case.”

However, he began attending Mass regularly 29 years 
ago and, since then, has made up for lost time.

His parish became more than simply a place to fulfill 
his Sunday obligation. He and his wife joined a couples’ 
movement, which led to involvement in other ministries 
and also to his discerning a vocation.

Gonzalez, who has worked in the printing business for more than 25 years, 
said his call to the diaconate was “more like a series of calls.”

The first call came when a deacon spoke to the coordinators of the couples’ 
movement and Gonzalez felt a desire “to be like him some day.” Later, group 
members would refer to Gonzalez as “Future Deacon.” Still later, while Gonzalez 
was taking video of a parish visit by late Bishop Cirilo Flores, the bishop’s master 
of ceremonies asked “out of nowhere” whether he had ever considered becom-
ing a deacon; to Gonzalez, it was like “the voice of God asking me.”

Gonzalez denies that he is special: “I just heard a call, recognized the call, and 
answered that call.”

He and his wife, Elvia, have been married for 29 years and have two daugh-
ters. They have been members of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Parish in San Ysidro 
for 22 years.

WAYNE HEFFNER
St. Francis of Assisi Parish, Vista

When Wayne Heffner is ordained to the permanent di-
aconate, it will mark the conclusion of a vocational jour-
ney that began 25 years ago.

He was only 42 years old when he first felt called to 
serve the Church as a deacon. At the time, he was work-
ing six days a week at a full-time job, and he had young 
children at home.

The then-director of the diocesan Permanent Diaconate Office looked at that 
situation, recognized that it would be hard for him to balance the demands of 
ministry on top of his professional and family responsibilities, and suggested 
that he wait.

And so he did.
“I didn’t think it would be this long of a wait, but now it is in God’s time and not 

mine,” said Heffner, who is now 67. He retired in 2014 after 42 years as a meat 
manager, and his three daughters have all married.

“To serve as a deacon is to emulate the servant of all, Jesus Christ … to be 
Christ to all I meet and serve as He would love and serve them,” Heffner said.

“I am looking forward to serving my Lord in whatever way He calls me to do.”
Heffner and his wife, Denise, have been married for 42 years and have three 

daughters. They have been members of St. Francis of Assisi Parish in Vista for 
34 years.

Deacons  Continued on Page 15

CLASS PHOTO: The men to be ordained to the permanent diaconate on June 18, along with their wives, pose for a group photo after their Recollection Day May 7 at Mission San Diego de Alcalá Parish.
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J. CARLOS MORALES
Christ the King Parish, San Diego

J. Carlos Morales is the foreman of a small landscape- 
maintenance company in North County and has worked 
there for three decades.

So, when describing his vocational journey, it is fitting 
that he turns to horticultural imagery.

Morales said the “beautiful seed of the diaconate” was 
first planted in his thoughts about 20 years ago. Though he 
always aspired to find a way to help his community, doing so as a deacon wasn’t 
always part of the plan. He admired those who dedicated their lives in service 
to God, but the idea of joining their number struck him as “almost impossible.”

In 2005, he made an unsuccessful first attempt to pursue a vocation to the 
diaconate; he only got as far as requesting information about the process. 
Twelve years later, he decided to speak with his pastor and, with that, began 
“this process of formation that does not end with ordination, but instead it is 
a lifetime process.”

Morales said the acceptance and the prayers of the community have been a 
great support to him during his formation.

“Knowing that one has a community is important and essential,” he explained. 
“What would a deacon be without a community to serve?”

Morales and his wife, Gloria, have been married for almost 34 years and have 
two children. They have been members of Christ the King Parish for 24 years.

JAIME ROQUE
St. Michael Parish, San Diego

For a long time, Jaime Roque didn’t particularly distin-
guish himself as a member of St. Michael Parish in San 
Diego, where he has been registered since 1987. He de-
scribed himself as an “invisible parishioner,” explaining 
that he wasn’t someone his fellow parishioners knew.

Then, tragedy struck: In late 2015, doctors said his 
wife might have as little as three weeks to live. While God 
granted him another 13 months with her, he said, “That extension wasn’t for her. 
It was for me to get to know Him better.”

Roque began saying yes to the invitation to get more involved at his parish, 
including as sacristan, lector and extraordinary minister of Holy Communion.

“The church became my second home, serving in four or five Masses every 
Sunday,” said Roque, a veteran of the U.S. Navy and later a civilian employee for 
the Navy who retired in early 2020.

Eventually, when asked to consider the diaconate, he decided to say yes 
once again.

“I can say that I wasn’t really close to God (earlier in life), but I was so blessed 
because He did not give up in calling me to serve Him.”

Roque and his late wife, Corazon Arasula, were married for 33 years and have 
one daughter. He has been a member of St. Michael Parish in San Diego for 
about 35 years.

TED ROTUNDA
St. Peter the Apostle Parish, Fallbrook

Ted Rotunda has prayed regularly, but for much of his 
life, the conversation was one-sided.

“I always had an active prayer life, but it consisted 
mainly of talking to God, and never really listening to 
Him,” he said.

In 2015, influenced by a recent retreat, he began incor-
porating silence into his daily prayer routine and, in that 
silence, sensed God calling him to the diaconate.

Rotunda resisted, not fully understanding the role of a deacon and feeling 
that he wasn’t “holy enough.” But the call persisted and, after some research, he 
discovered that the heart of the diaconate was service — something that he was 
already committed to living as a husband, father and physician.

When he finally told his wife about his “yearlong spiritual wrestling match with 
God” and that he felt called to be a deacon, she said God had been telling her the 
same thing for over a year.

“I am incredibly grateful to God and His Church for the opportunity to serve 
others as an ordained minister,” said Rotunda, who is a practicing emergency 
medicine physician with 25 years of clinical experience. “I am equally grateful 
to my family … for accompanying me on this journey and for the sacrifices that 
they have all made.”

Rotunda and his wife, Sherry, have been married for 28 years and have two 
children. They have been members of St. Peter the Apostle Parish in Fallbrook 
since 2001.

DANIEL SANCHEZ-GARCIA
St. Francis of Assisi Parish, Vista

Daniel Sanchez-Garcia was nourished by the Word of 
God when he was still in utero.

When his mother was pregnant with him, she read the 
Bible every night. As he grew up, she continued to share 
its stories with him.

“I can say that my faith in God has always been my an-
chor, and it has guided my path to God and to the invi-
tation to become a (member of the) diaconate,” said Sanchez-Garcia, who has 
worked as a handyman for about 33 years.

When he first felt God calling him to the diaconate, he didn’t tell anyone. 
However, about a year after Sanchez-Garcia first sensed a call, his pastor invited 
him to consider entering the formation program.

“I requested time, so I could pray about it, to see if it was God’s will,” he said. 
“I prayed for 40 days, and God answered my prayers. God’s will be done.”

He sees it as the deacon’s role “to serve his parish and his community in the 
needs of his brothers and sisters in and outside of his parish.” He looks forward 
to continuing to teach Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults classes, but is open 
to serving wherever God wills.

Sanchez-Garcia and his wife, Julie, have been married for 32 years and have 
three children. They have been members of St. Francis of Assisi Parish in Vista 
for about 19 years.

GREGORY SETTELMAYER
Our Mother of Confidence Parish, San Diego

Gregory Settelmayer already was attending Mass regu-
larly and was even involved in ministry to the homeless, 
but a Cursillo weekend convinced him that he had yet to 
“practice my faith to the fullest.”

Settelmayer began meeting regularly with his fellow 
Cursillistas and, through that involvement, was led to be-
come a prison ministry volunteer at R.J. Donovan Correc-
tional Facility in Otay Mesa and to bring the Interfaith Shelter Network program 
to his parish.

“I am ready for whatever You want me to do next in my life,” Settelmayer 
prayed one Sunday after receiving Communion. Seemingly in response, Dea-
con Scott Wall stopped the Settelmayers on their way out of the church, saying 
that he wanted them to meet with the director of the Office for the Permanent 
Diaconate. Initially “somewhat reluctant,” the couple accepted that invitation.

“I have come to realize God doesn’t call the righteous but the sinners, and He 
shows us the path in His time and in His manner,” said Settelmayer, who works 
for the U.S. Navy as a civilian in a research/development command and, in late 
February, retired from the U.S. Navy Reserve. “So, by the grace of God, the door 
to ordination has been opened for me to be a servant of Christ.”

Settelmayer and his wife, Suzanne, have been married for 27 years and have 
four children. They have been members of Our Mother of Confidence Parish 
since 1996.

Nine men will be ordained as 
permanent deacons at a Mass to 
be celebrated by Bishop Robert 
McElroy on June 18, 10 a.m., at  
St. Thérèse of Carmel Church.

The Mass will be live-streamed 
through sdcatholic.org.

Deacons  Continued from Page 14
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By Roman Flores

 EL CENTRO — 
Years in the mak-
ing, El Centro’s two 

Catholic parishes have now 
officially united under a new 
banner: “Our Lady of the Valley.”  

The diocese’s Presbyteral Council 
approved the merger on May 10, the 
diocese announced. The decision 
combines St. Mary and Our Lady of 
Guadalupe, their respective chapels, 
and St. Mary’s School into one par-
ish under the name, Our Lady of the 
Valley. The name replaces “El Centro 
Catholic.”

“The idea is it’s one parish with two 
campuses, or three if you include the 
school,” said Father Mark Edney, the 
pastor of the unified parish.

Father Edney said both churches 
will remain open and Mass times will 
not change, but there will be docu-
ments establishing a new parish juris-
diction, in Church and civil law.

“Day-to-day, people aren’t going to 
notice much difference because we’ve 
already been doing everything togeth-
er,” he said.

The merger “gives the Catholic peo-
ple of El Centro a stronger identity and 
mission, which is to be a force for good 
and unity in our community,” he said.

“It enables us to join forces, have 
greater numbers of volunteers and 
helpers, combining our human and 
financial resources to advance our 

mission,” he added. 
The unification means the pastoral 

and finance councils for each church 
will combine into one pastoral council 
and one finance council for the new 
parish, Father Mark Edney said. 

Since these councils have a limited 
number of seats according to diocesan 
policy, fewer individuals will be in-
volved in the new parish’s leadership. 
Each new council, however, will have 
equal representation from individuals 
who previously served in each of the 
former church councils.

Father Edney said the two churches 
had been holding joint events, RCIA, 
confirmations, First Communions, and 
catechesis (religious education for 
children) since he became pastor of 
El Centro Catholic in 2015, with some 
programs being unified as early as 
2013. Many joint events ended with the 
COVID-19 outbreak of 2020, however.

“We’ve worked on this a long time, 
and it’s been very noticeable that peo-
ple feel comfortable going from one 
church to another,” he said. “I think it’s 
a good sign of unity in a divisive world.”

Some parishioners agreed that the 
merger was an opportunity to come 
together. 

Juana Cortez, who attends Our Lady 
of Guadalupe Church, said she hopes 
that the merger doesn’t lead to fewer 
Masses in Spanish, however.

Currently, each church offers one 
Sunday Mass in Spanish. Additionally, 
Our Lady of Guadalupe offers a bilin-

gual Sunday Mass at 5 p.m. and one 
Spanish-language weekday Mass at 5 
p.m. on Fridays. 

“I don’t understand much English, 
only a little bit,” she said in Spanish. 
“There are a lot of people here who 
don’t know English, and during the 
week they don’t come because there 
is only one Mass in Spanish.” 

Cortez said she hopes there will be 
more offerings in Spanish at Our Lady 
of Guadalupe.  If that were to happen, 
she said more Spanish-speakers who 
have left to attend other churches 
would come back.

Yvonne Burgun, who has attended 
St. Mary’s for a long time, saw the up-
side to the merger, “but you still get 
some people wanting it to be the way 
it was.”

“It makes us stronger,” she said of 
the merger. “You kind of have to get 
used to it.”
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 Guardian Angels 
Parish in Santee will 
mark its 60th anni-

versary with a series of events.  

A gala will be held from 6 to 11 
p.m., Saturday, June 18, in the school 
theater at Cathedral Catholic High 
School. Tickets can be purchased at 
guardianangelssantee.org. Pro-
ceeds will benefit the Blessed Carlo 
Acutis Hall building fund; the hall 
will serve as a meeting space for high 
school youth and young adults of the 
community, offering a safe space to 
gather, worship, do homework, and 
have fun.

A picnic will take place from 10 a.m. 
to 3 p.m., Sunday, July 10, at Santee 
Lakes (Lake 5, Area U). The park en-
try fee is $6.

On Sunday, Oct. 2, the parish’s pa-
tronal feast day, Masses will be cele-
brated at 8:30 a.m. and 10 a.m., with 
a reception following at 11 a.m. The 
reception will include a ministry fair 
and “Taste of Guardian Angels,” with 
each ministry bringing a food sample 
to share with attendees.

The annual fall festival, which is 
anniversary-themed this year, will be 
held on Friday, Oct. 7 (5 to 10 p.m.); 
Saturday, Oct. 8 (noon to 10 p.m.); 
and Sunday, Oct. 9 (noon to 4 p.m.).

Blessed Carlo Acutis Hall is under 
construction and expected to open in 
summer 2022.
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Two El Centro Parishes Merge

Santee Parish 
Marks 60th 
Anniversary

WORSHIP: Father Roldan Núñez celebrated a bilingual Mass at 5 p.m. on May 14 at the Cristo Rey Chapel of Our Lady of Guadalupe Church in El Centro. 
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 Where do we learn 
how to relate to one 
another? To express 

ourselves? Where do we 
experience protection, security 
and love for the first time? 
Where do we face feelings of 
abandonment, sadness and 
fear for the first time? Where 
do we hear about God, about 
what is transcendent, about the 
great mystery?

In the heart of the family, we learn 
by modeling, repetition of behaviors 
and time. That’s what builds habits, 
customs and beliefs in the newly 
born. The routines at mealtimes, 
breastfeeding, baths, sleeptime, 
prayer. Those first expressions, the 
tone of voices, the joy or tension 
in the air.  Everything affects and 
shapes this new human being.

It’s only by having the opportunity 
as adults to examine the history of 
our life that we can recognize how 
these first experiences have marked 
it. Without being aware of how rad-

ically key our role is as fathers and 
mothers at the beginning of our chil-
dren’s lives, we continue to repeat 
and transmit unhealthy behaviors 
and values that dominate societies of 
our time: individualism, separation, 
isolation, apathy, injustice and war.

If we feel the crisis in our world, it’s 
because the family also is in crisis. To 
recognize this reality and not deny 
it gives us an opportunity to see the 
potential that family offers to renew 
humanity. That’s the central message 
of Pope Francis’ apostolic exhorta-
tion “The Joy of Love.”

During the week of June 22 to 26, 
we’re invited to join the celebration 
of the 10th World Meeting of Fami-
lies. On this occasion, due to travel 
restrictions and the pandemic, it 
will be celebrated simultaneously 
in Rome and in all local Churches 

across the globe. In our diocese, we 
will celebrate families with a special 
event on Sunday, June 25, at the Pas-
toral Center.

This event has an explicit pastoral 
intention: to recall, re-energize and 
revive family life. It’s a call to trans-
form ourselves and to act. It’s not a 
formality to check off on our calen-
dars; rather it’s an invitation to come 
together and support one another 
in the task of valuing, reviving and 
protecting family activities. We must 
do these concrete activities regular-
ly, such as prayer, attending Sunday 
Mass, visiting the grandparents, go-
ing on picnics, and volunteering to 
distribute food. If we fail to adequate-
ly prepare ourselves to do them, we 
will set ourselves up to fail, and that’s 
not an option in the hard reality that 
we live in. 

We have to begin by recognizing 
the fear and anxiety that we feel in 
our family life, the disappointment 
and frustrations that accompany us. 
We have to create an environment 
of trust and fraternity to be able to 
share what is in our hearts. Support 
and prayer groups can help us in this 

process. These Marriage and Family 
Life ministries already exist in our 
parishes and at the diocese; we don’t 
have to invent them.

When we recognize and see with 
compassion what’s happened to our 
family life, and what we yearn for, we 
begin to feel an inner peace. It’s not 
about pretending to be something 
we’re not, nor doing something we 
don’t believe in. We draw strength 
from our weakness because we ac-
cept that we cannot change alone. 
From the depth of our abyss, we cry 
out to the Lord, asking for His guid-
ance and strength, turning ourselves 
over to His mercy. That is the gift of 
faith that our parents gave us in our 
families.

We can begin today. We can begin 
to consciously nourish the human 
and spiritual formation of our fami-
lies. We can seek help, tapping into 
the ministries that serve our commu-
nity. We can humbly open ourselves 
up to the love of our God, expressed 
through Jesus and present in the 
Holy Spirit, which is unconditional.

Associate Director,  
Family Life &  
Spirituality

Ricardo  
Márquez

Changing World  
Starts Today with  
Your Own Family

“In the heart of my Mother,  
  the Church, I will be love.” 

–St. Therese of Lisieux

Are you longing to give 
yourself as a gift of 

love and service  to the 
Church through the life 
of prayer, solitude, and 

community?

Join Us!

The Discalced Carmelite 
Nuns in San Diego, CA

carmelsandiego.com 
 info@carmelsandiego.com
Phone: 619.280.5424 Ext. 111

 5158 Hawley Blvd.,  
San Diego, CA  92116
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FREE6
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Am I Called?Am I Called?
Do I think  
about being  
a Brother,  
Sister or Priest?

Does the idea  
come to me often?

Does the idea  
scare me?

I SHOULD CONTACT

Fr. Lauro Minimo
619.291.7446

lminimo@sdcatholic.org

Sr. Kathy Warren
858.490.8289

kwarren@sdcatholic.org

SPONSORED BY:
San Diego Serra Club – North Coast

northcoast.serrasandiego.org

Hispanic Ministry Leaders Seek to Build Bridges
The Southern Cross

 WASHINGTON 
— More than 400 
Hispanic ministry 

leaders participated in the 6th 
National Catholic Congress 
Raíces y Alas, which had as a 
theme “Prophetic Voices: Being 
bridges for a new era.”

They gathered April 26 to 30 to dis-
cern and develop pastoral initiatives 
to serve the growing, diverse, Latino 
Catholic population. An estimated 40 
percent of Catholics today are Latino 
in the United States, while more than a 
majority of Catholics ages 18 to 29 are 
Hispanic. About two-thirds of the faith-
ful at the San Diego Diocese are Latino.

Participants focused on four priority 
areas: family, young adult ministry, so-
cial justice and pastoral formation.

On “Advocacy Day,” they met in 
person or virtually with their state’s 
senators to lobby for comprehensive 
immigration reform and call for a bi-
partisan solution. 

Five from the San Diego Diocese 
attended: Bishop Robert McElroy; 
Chancellor “Marioly” Galván; Rodrigo 
Valdivia, vice-moderator of the curia; 
Aida Bustos, media director; and Leo 
Fonseca, social media manager.

TESTIMONIAL: Participants in the National Catholic Congress Raíces y Alas held a press conference April 27 at the Capitol to pray for 
immigrants and call for immigration reform.

ADVOCACY DAY: Chancellor “Marioly” Galván, right, from the San Diego Diocese, met the staff 
of California Sen. Dianne Feinstein.

SPECIAL MASS: Linda Arreola, senior advisor at Catholic Relief Services, served as a lector 
during a Mass on April 27 at the Basilica of the National Shrine of the Immaculate Conception.
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Corpus Christi Procession to Kick Off Eucharistic Revival
The Diocese of San Diego is planning a Corpus Christi procession on Sunday, 

June 26, led by Auxiliary Bishop Ramón Bejarano.
The procession with a consecrated host will begin at 4 p.m. at Our Lady of the 

Rosary Church in Little Italy and end at St. Joseph’s Cathedral.
Corpus Christi, also known as the Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood 

of Christ, is a feast held to celebrate the Real Presence of Jesus in the Eucharist.
The upcoming procession represents the local launch of the U.S. bishops’ na-

tionwide Eucharistic Revival. The revival was inspired by a shocking Pew survey 
that revealed widespread ignorance among Catholics about the Church’s teaching 
on the Eucharist. The results showed that 69 percent of self-identified Catholics 
believed that the bread and wine at Mass are not transformed into the Body and 
Blood of Jesus, but are merely symbols.

The three-year revival, which will include a variety of local and national events, 
will conclude with the National Eucharistic Congress in Indianapolis in 2024, 
which is expected to bring together tens of thousands of U.S. Catholics.

Last fall, the San Diego Diocese launched its own initiative to promote the Eu-
charist at all of its parishes. It included special homilies and a detailed explanation 
of the rituals of the Mass, all delivered in English, Spanish and Vietnamese.

More information about the National Eucharistic Revival can be found at 
 eucharisticrevival.org.

‘Summer Sips Social’ to Support Trafficking Survivors
Children of the Immaculate Heart, a San Diego-based nonprofit that serves sur-

vivors of sex trafficking, will host its “Summer Sips Social” fundraiser on Saturday, 
June 11.

It will be held from 6:30 to 9 p.m. in the courtyard at St. Ephrem’s Maronite 
Catholic Church, located at 750 Medford St. in El Cajon.

Deacon Marvin Threatt of Christ the King Parish will deliver a talk on the theme 
“A New Awakening in the Holy Spirit,” and a special guest speaker will talk about 
trauma recovery.

The evening also will include live music, heavy appetizers, desserts, and both 
alcoholic and non-alcoholic beverages.

Proceeds from the event will benefit Children of the Immaculate Heart’s plan 
to hire a therapist, psychiatrist and mental health staff onsite at The Refuge, its 
group home for underage sex-trafficking survivors.

Tickets are $75 per person. RSVP required at childrenoftheimmaculateheart.
org/events or (619) 431-5537.

Students Reflect on Vocations in Essay Contest
For the last 25 years, Serra International–San Diego, in conjunction with the 

Diocese of San Diego, has sponsored an eighth-grade essay contest on vocations.
This year’s 10 winners were: Lilly Awad, St. John the Evangelist; Giovanna Bar-

roso, The Nativity School; Faith Beltran, St. Gregory the Great; Jameson Brown, 
School of the Madeleine; Kisha Encarnacion, St. Kieran; Aidan Guerrero, St. Rose 
of Lima; Larisa Arce Negrete, Our Lady of Mount Carmel; Samantha Sabaot, St. 
Rita; Charlie Sawaya, St. Columba; and Anna Williamson, Good Shepherd.

Along with their relatives, teachers, principals, pastors and friends, the winners 
were invited to an awards presentation May 5 at the diocesan Pastoral Center. 
Each winner received a certificate and an engraved Bible.

For more information about Serra International–San Diego, email Dianna Pacheco 
at Diannapach@hotmail.com and visit Serraus.org or SerraInternational.org.

Do Prison Ministry from Home with Correspondence Course
If you feel called to prison ministry, it’s possible to answer that call from the 

comfort of your own home.
Volunteers are needed for a ministry that involves sharing their life experience 

anonymously with men and women in California prisons who are seeking to restart 
their lives. Volunteers guide incarcerated indiviuals as they are enrolled in corre-
spondence courses on parenting, anger management, and 12-step addiction recov-
ery. For more information, email eereichert@gmail.com or call (619) 203-8973.

Anti-Death Penalty Poetry Contest Open to Young Catholics
Young Catholics are invited to enter the Catholic Mobilizing Network’s Justice & 

Mercy Poetry Contest.
Catholics ages 18 to 30 are invited to submit an original poem about the in-

justice of the death penalty. Winners may receive up to $1,000 in cash, and the 
first-place winner will be invited to read his or her award-winning poem at the 
Catholic Mobilizing Network’s 13th anniversary celebration on Oct. 10, 2022, at 
the Apostolic Nunciature of the Holy See in Washington, DC.

Submissions will be accepted until Tuesday, May 31, and are limited to one 
poem per person. Formal, rhyming or free verse poems are welcome.

For more information, visit catholicsmobilizing.org/poetry-contest or email 
emmat@catholicsmobilizing.org.

 News Briefs

INTO THY HANDS, O Lord, we commend the spirits of these beloved ones who are gone before 
us into the realm of thy eternal happiness and peace.   AMEN

Since 1920

 
 5027 El Cajon Blvd.

San Diego’s Leading 
Catholic Funeral Directors

FD LIC #790

 (619) 582-1700
goodbodymortuary.com
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The San Diego Diocese’s deacons invite the community to help pack meals 
for impoverished children and families during the Million Meal Event they are 
hosting the weekend of June 11 and 12 at Cathedral Catholic High School. 
The packing will be done in three uplifting, fun sessions, each about two hours 
long. The deacons invite parishes, organizations and families to bring teams 
of volunteers. The meals will be sent to Casa de los Pobres in Tijuana and to 
the Philippines and Africa. Call Deacon Mike Daniels for more information at 
(858) 361-1240; you can register at sdcatholic.org/millionmeals, where you 
can also make a donation.
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450+ 
 San Diego 
 families 
 helped 
every year.

It’s not up to somebody else. Now more than ever, 

you have the power to make a real impact. Your 

ongoing support means a roof overhead and food 

on the table for hundreds of families in need.  

Help our neighbors leave homelessness behind.

SIGN UP FOR MONTHLY DONATIONS TODAY. 
neighbor.org  |  (619) HOMELESS (466-3537)

You make it possible.


