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Letter from Bishop Michael Pham

With a grateful heart and with
God’s grace and love, I begin my
new responsibility as the seventh
bishop of the Diocese of San Diego.
I want to express my profound
appreciation and gratitude to my
predecessors who have led the
People of God in this portion of
the Lord’s vineyard over the years.
Their leadership inspired us Cath-
olics across the diocese to live out
our call to be missionary disciples
of our Lord Jesus Christ in our
corner of the world today. Now, I
am taking the baton to lead our di-
ocese, along with bishops, priests,
deacons, religious men and women,
and laity, to continue the mission of
making Jesus known in our society
today through our loving words
and deeds. Together, as the Body
of Christ, we can make a difference
and can do many great things for
the greater glory of God.

In 2015, when then Bishop McEl-
roy arrived in San Diego from San
Francisco to lead our diocese, he
initiated two synods — one on
marriage and family life and the
other on youth and young adults.
There was a sense of excitement
and great energy throughout the
consultation process and even
more so as we progressed into the
implementation phase.

Although the COVID-19 pandem-
ic slowed our progress, the Synod
on Synodality called by our late
Pope Francis reignited the flame of
reaching out to the People of God
at all stages in life and invited us to
listen, to dialogue, and to propose
new ideas as the Church contin-
ues its mission to evangelize the
love of Jesus Christ to humanity.
Cardinal McElroy was instrumental

in guiding our diocese towards be-
coming a synodal Church. Through
our various consultation processes,
we have reflected upon our joys,
sorrows, and hopes for the Church.
This has led to a change in how
decisions are made and, with the
data gathered, we have identified
several ideas and goals for imple-
mentation that will help us achieve
our common mission, which is to
evangelize all people. It brings me
great joy to learn that Pope Leo
XIV has expressed his intent to
continue the synodal journey set
forth by Pope Francis.

With that in mind, as we move
forward in our mission as a diocese,
I am cognizant of the great work
that has been done for us and has
begun to take root. In listening to
the Holy Spirit and the collective
voices of all who have shared their
joys, concerns, and hopes for the

Church, collaboration is a priority
that must be modeled at every level
of ministry and Church leadership.

The continuation and implemen-
tation of the proposals from the
2016, 2019, and 2021 synods will
be a major focus. This process is
ongoing and will continue to evolve
as we move forward.

A focus will be to foster a cul-
ture that promotes vocations, both
priestly and religious. The Domes-
tic Church is the birthplace of fu-
ture vocations; we must foster this
sense of co-responsibility among
all the faithful.

Catholic education is also a tre-
mendous priority as we strive to
provide the highest quality of Cath-
olic education, providing an oppor-
tunity for all students to achieve
academic excellence, with faith at
the center.

Our diocese is diversely rich

! UMNITED 1IN CHRIST i

and I would like to see it come to
fruition in our efforts to build an
intercultural Church whose mem-
bers understand one another, re-
spect one another and work side by
side with one another. This would
greatly impact our efforts as a bor-
der diocese, as we face issues with
immigrants, refugees and asylum-
seekers.

In doing this, and by the grace of
God, we continue to raise aware-
ness to respect life, to promote
the dignity of every human person,
including all people, and to fight
against poverty and social injustice
in our society.

By accomplishing these ideals,
we become beacons of hope and
bearers of Good News. The love of
Christ means that we are all in it to-
gether. That is what love is about.
How we treat one another is the
reflection of our commitment to
Christ’s love and justice for all peo-
ple — for He came into the world
to bear witness by His love, justice,
and peace. This love unites us with
our Savior and with one another.

Mary, Mother of the Church, pray
for us!

Journey of Faith

Vietham
Viét Nam

Born: Feb. 12, 1967

Birthplace: Da Nang,
Vietnam

Fled Viethamese
regime with family: 1980

Sponsored to live in U.S.
(Minnesota): 1981

Family moved to
San Diego: 1985

Earned Bachelor of
Science, Aerospace
Engineering (SDSU): 1992

Attended St. Francis
Seminary (San Diego):
1994-1995

Attended St. Patrick
Seminary (Menlo Park):
1995-1999

Earned Systematic
Theology Baccalaureate
and Master of Divinity:
1999

Ordained for Diocese of
San Diego: June 25, 1999

Associate

Pastor, St. Mary
Star of the Sea:

July 1999-June 2001

Director of Priestly
Vocations: July 2001-
May 2003

Co-Pastor, Holy Family,
July 2003

Pastor, Holy Family,
Jan. 2004-June 2014

Earned Master of Science
in Psychology: 2009

Pastor, St. Therese,
July 2014-June 2016

Pastor, Good Shepherd,
June 2016-Sept. 2023

Director, Office for
Ethnic and Intercultural
Communities,

June 2017-Sept. 2023

Earned Licentiate in
Sacred Theology with
a specialization in New
Evangelization: 2020

Canonical Pastor, St. Luke,
July 2021-May 2025

Pope Francis names
him Auxiliary Bishop of
Diocese: June 2023

Elected Diocesan
Administrator: March 2025

Pope Leo XIV names him
Bishop of Diocese:
May 2025
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JOYOUS: Bishop Michael Pham has crisscrossed the San Diego-Imperial Valley region for 26 years, walking with the People of God. On Jan. 4, 2020, he celebrated with the Eritrean Catholic commumnity ot

Our Lady of the Sacred Heart Parish in San Diego.

Familiar Pastor to Shepherd Local Flock

By Denis Grasska

Some 31 years ago, Michael Pham
began a vocation journey in the Dio-
cese of San Diego that on July 17 will
take him to its summit. On that day, he
will be installed as the seventh bishop
of the diocese.

“It’s such great news for me to be
able to stay in my home diocese,” he
said at a press conference on May 22,
when Pope Leo XIV announced his ap-
pointment. “I have served God’s peo-
ple as a priest and as auxiliary bishop,
and now I will be their bishop.”

The installation Mass, which will be
livestreamed, will be celebrated at 1
p.m. at St. Thérese of Carmel Parish.

One day earlier, Bishop Pham will
celebrate Mass and have lunch with
the diocesan Pastoral Center staff.

On the evening of July 16, he will
formally take possession of St. Joseph
Cathedral. Following the traditional
ritual, he will rap on the closed front
door with a mallet, before being wel-
comed inside by the cathedral’s rector,
Father Peter Navarra. Upon entering,
the bishop will kiss a crucifix, sprinkle
those gathered inside with holy water,
and preside over Vespers, or Evening
Prayer, with the priests of the diocese.

At St. Thérese of Carmel Church,
Bishop Pham will be installed as
bishop by Archbishop José H. Gomez
of Los Angeles. He will be the first
Vietnamese-American bishop to head
a U.S. diocese.

Noreen Mclnnes, director of the
diocesan Office for Liturgy and Spiri-
tuality, said that about 20 bishops are
expected to attend, including Cardi-
nal Robert W. McElroy, archbishop
of Washington and Bishop Pham’s
immediate predecessor as bishop of
San Diego; Bishop John Dolan, of the
Diocese of Phoenix, a former auxilia-
ry bishop of San Diego; and Cardinal
Roger Mahony, retired archbishop of
Los Angeles.

You Can View
Installation

The entire community
is invited to view the

live-stream of Bishop
Michael Pham’s
installation on July 17
at 10 a.m. through the
website sdcatholic.org.

Near the beginning of the liturgy, the
apostolic mandate from the Holy See
appointing Bishop Pham to lead the
Diocese of San Diego will be read by
Cardinal Christophe Pierre, apostolic
nuncio to the United States. The man-
date then will be formally presented
to the chancellor, Marioly Galvan; to
the College of Consultors, a diocesan
body composed of the auxiliary bish-
ops and eight priests, which assists
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GIFT: Bishop Michael Pham launched the Pentecost Mass for All Peoples to bring the diocese’s cultures togeth-

the bishop with diocesan governance;
and, finally, to the entire assembly.

Next, Archbishop Gomez and Car-
dinal Pierre will lead Bishop Pham
to his seat, symbolizing that he has
taken his place as diocesan bishop, to
the accompaniment of applause. The
new bishop will be welcomed by rep-
resentatives of various groups in the
Local Church, including some of the
cultural communities and the perma-
nent diaconate.

The Holy See Press Office an-
nounced May 22 that Pope Leo XIV, in
his first U.S. bishop appointment, had
named Bishop Pham to lead the San
Diego Diocese.

Bishop Pham, 58, had been serv-
ing as diocesan administrator since
March 17.

The first Vietnamese-American
bishop to head a U.S. diocese, he was
born in Da Nang, Vietnam. With his
family, he fled the Communist govern-
ment in his homeland and lived in a
refugee camp before being resettled
in the United States, arriving in San
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er to share their traditions. On May 27, 2083, the Mass was held at the San Diego Miramar College campus.

Diego in 1985.

Bishop Pham entered the semi-
nary in 1994 and was ordained a
priest for the Diocese of San Diego
on June 25, 1999.

Over a quarter-century in ministry,
he has served as associate pastor of
St. Mary, Star of the Sea Parish in
Oceanside; director of priestly voca-
tions; and pastor of Holy Family in
Linda Vista, St. Therese Parish in Del
Cerro, and Good Shepherd Parish in
Mira Mesa.

He has served as vicar for clergy;
vicar for ethnic and intercultural com-
munities, a role in which he developed
the multilingual Pentecost Mass for
All Peoples, held annually since 2018;
and as a vicar general of the diocese,
a position that authorized him to act
as the bishop’s representative in dioc-
esan administration.

He was appointed an auxiliary bish-
op of San Diego on June 6, 2023. He
was consecrated a bishop on Sept.
28, 2023.

Msgr. Steve Callahan has been a
priest of the Diocese of San Diego
since 1987 and served as diocesan ad-
ministrator in the period that followed
the death of Bishop Cirilo Flores in
2014. He explained the role of a bish-
op in the Catholic Church.

He noted that the word itself de-
rives from the Greek “episkopos,”
which translates to “overseer.”

“(A bishop) oversees the mission of
the entire diocese in his three func-
tions of teaching, and sanctifying,
and governing/shepherding,” Msgr.
Callahan said.

Theologically, he said, bishops are
understood to possess “the fullness of
the priesthood,” with the priests of his
diocese having “a share in that minis-
try of the bishop.” He likened this to
the relationship that exists between

Bish OP Continued on Page 4
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BiShOp Continued from Page 3

the college of bishops worldwide, who
represent “the successors of the Apos-
tles,” and the pope — the successor of
St. Peter — as their head.

Bishop Pham has been entrusted
with a diocese that encompasses
8,852 square miles and spans both
San Diego and Imperial counties. That
diocese is home to 96 parishes, 41
Catholic elementary schools and sev-
en high schools.

For those eager to discover Bishop
Pham’s vision for the diocese, McInnes
suggested that local Catholics reflect
on “the ministry that Bishop Pham has
led over his life as a priest.”

“That is very telling,” she said. “We
know him.”

Bishop Pham often speaks about
the need for unity in the Church — for
everyone from all walks of life to come
together to live the Gospel, regardless
of age or cultural background.

As both a priest and an auxiliary
bishop, she said, “The Holy Spirit has
been calling him to minister to people
of all cultures,” through events like
the Pentecost Mass for All Peoples.
She expects that he will continue to
“follow the Holy Spirit” as a bishop.

HAPPY MEETING: Auxiliary Bishops Felipe Pulido and Michael Pham met then Cardinal
Robert Prevost in September 2024, when they visited the Vatican for an orientation. The cardinal

was elected pope nine months later.

While she admits that no one knows
“where the winds will take him,”
Mclnnes said, “His ministry so far is
really evidence that he is a careful
listener of the Holy Spirit.”

Msgr. Callahan reflected on some of
the challenges and opportunities that
the new bishop faces.

“I think we’re still recovering from
the effects of COVID,” he said, not-

Bishops of the Diocese of San Diego

ing that St. Brigid Parish in Pacific
Beach, where he serves as pastor, is
still experiencing 20% lower Mass at-
tendance when compared to pre-pan-
demic numbers.

“Most people have returned to an
active practice through Sunday Eu-
charist,” he said, “but there’s a signifi-
cant number who have not.”

Msgr. Callahan said that the
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Church’s outreach to youth and young
adults is “a continuing challenge.”
And while the “multicultural dimen-
sion” of the diocese is “a gift,” he said,
“It also brings challenges ... as far as
integrating different cultures into the
life of a parish.”

“Then,” he said, “the latest manifes-
tation of tension over the whole im-
migration issue, and the anxiety that
brings to a lot of our people,” is yet
another challenge.

Bishop Pham agrees that immigra-
tion will be among the “the main chal-
lenges as I lead our diocese after the
installation.”

“Since we are human beings created
in the image and likeness of God,” he
said, “we believe that all of us have
dignity and value.”

“We are challenged to treat one an-
other with respect and compassion,”
he added. “This, however, can become
an opportunity to show others that, no
matter what nationality, ethnicity and
language, we can live together in har-
mony and peace.

“We can show the richness of cul-
tures, traditions and celebrations with
beauty and vibrancy of life,” he said.
“We can show kindness and charity
towards each other.”

A

Bishop Charles F. Buddy
Oct. 1936-March 1966

Bishop Francis J. Furey
March 1966-May 1969
e ™

Bishop Leo T. Maher
Oct. 1969-July 1990

&

Bishop Robert H. Brom
July 1990-Sept. 2013
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Viethamese Community Soars in 50 Years

By Aida Bustos

When he’s installed, Bishop Michael
Pham will become the first Vietnam-
ese bishop to lead a diocese in the
United States.

He arrived with his family in San
Diego in 1985, the last leg of a jour-
ney that had started a decade before,
when they had fled from the advanc-
ing Communist army in Vietnam.

In fact, Vietnamese Catholics began
arriving in the region in 1975. Giai Do
was one of the first ones. He was 17
years old at the time.

He, his parents and sisters and
brothers had escaped Vietnam when
South Saigon collapsed and a repres-
sive Communist government took
over on April 30 of that year.

“On that exact date, we left the Port
of Vung Tau on a small fishing boat,”
he recalled. “We went out to sea and
were lucky enough that an American
ship picked us up.”

They arrived at Camp Pendleton
later. From there, they were spon-
sored by St. Martin of Tours Parish in
La Mesa, which helped them to settle
in San Diego.

The Do family had been part of a
small, but devoted Catholic communi-
ty in Vietnam, where Catholic Europe-
an missionaries, primarily Portuguese
and French Jesuits, had introduced
the faith starting in the 16th century.
The majority of the population was
Buddhist.

The first Vietnamese Catholic fami-
lies that arrived in San Diego began to
look for a place to worship. They were
able to connect with one another and
found a way to have a Mass in Viet-
namese at St. Columba Church.

“There were just 10 to 20 of us who
gathered at that first Mass,” he re-
called.

The fledgling community organized
quickly and began to have a weekly
Mass in Vietnamese at Holy Family
Parish, where Do and his family be-
came members. The parish would go
on to play a central role in the com-
munity, with Do himself becoming one
of its leaders.

As more Vietnamese Catholics ar-
rived, they expanded to more parish-
es, where weekly Mass would be held
in Vietnamese. Early communities
were organized at Holy Family in Lin-
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SACRAMENT: Then Father Michael Pham celebrated a baptism in 2009 at Holy Family Parish in Scm Diego, where he served for 11 years.

HONOR: The community began a Martyrs Mass in 1979 to commemorate the sacrifices of Catholics
martyred, for their faith in their native land. The Mass was held at Good Shepherd Parish on Nov. 6, 2022.

da Vista, St. Francis of Assisi in Vista
(this community has now moved to
St. Thomas More in Oceanside), and
Our Lady of the Sacred Heart in San
Diego. Later on, the communities at
Good Shepherd in Mira Mesa and Holy
Spirit in Oak Park were established.
The refugees came together to form
the Vietnamese Catholic Community
of San Diego. In 1977, Bishop Leo
T. Maher approved its charter and

bylaws, and its members began to en-
gage with the diocese and with other
cultural communities.

In November of 1979, the commu-
nity organized the first diocesan Viet-
namese Martyrs Mass, celebrated by
Bishop Maher with both American and
Vietnamese priests concelebrating. Its
most significant cultural celebration,
the Mass commemorates the sacrific-
es of Catholics martyred for their faith

Bishop Cirilo Flores
Sept. 2013-Sept. 2014

Al
Cardinal Robert W. McElroy

April 2015-March 2025
-Fﬁ"""

Bishop Michael Pham
Installed July 2025
M

in Vietnam during the 17th, 18th and
19th centuries.

Do recalled then Father Pham’s
leadership as pastor of Holy Family
Parish, where he served for 11 years,
ending in June of 2014. He said that
Father Pham had a goal of bringing
together all of the cultures present at
the parish to live and celebrate their
common faith.

He launched a multi-language Mass
on special days, including the Easter
Vigil. He also invited the communities
to work together on all major parish
celebrations. He included the cultural
leaders in the parish’s Pastoral Coun-
cil, where they assisted him in making
key decisions.

“He guided us toward integration
with the parish, which was really, re-
ally important for us as a community,”
he recalled.

That guidance served as a model
for how the community would work
at the other parishes where Vietnam-
ese congregations were present and
for how they would work with the
diocese, he said.

Today, the Vietnamese Catholic
community has between 7,000 and
8,000 faithful across the San Diego
region, according to Hien Nguyen, its
president. Several Vietnamese priests
serve in the diocese. The Vietnamese
Eucharistic Youth Movement, which
teaches faith, leadership and service
to children and young people, has
more than 500 members.

Community members play a vibrant
role at the parishes where they have
a significant presence. These are Holy
Family, Holy Spirit, Our Lady of the Sa-
cred Heart and Good Shepherd parish-
es in San Diego and St. Thomas More
Parish in Oceanside. These parishes
offer at least one Mass in Vietnamese,
sometimes two. However, many mem-
bers now speak English and opt to
attend Mass in that language.

And community members play an
active role in the diocese, where one of
their own is now becoming its bishop.
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Carta del Obispo Michael Pham

Con un corazén agradecido y con
la gracia y el amor de Dios, inicio con
humildad mi nueva responsabilidad
como el séptimo Obispo de la Didcesis
de San Diego. Quiero expresar mi
mas profundo agradecimiento a mis
antecesores, quienes a lo largo de los
anos han guiado al Pueblo de Dios
en esta parte de la vina del Sefior.
Su liderazgo ha sido una inspiracién
para nosotros, los catélicos de toda la
diécesis, animandonos a vivir nuestro
llamado a ser discipulos misioneros
de nuestro Senor Jesucristo en
nuestro rincén del mundo.

Ahorame corresponde amitomarla
estafeta para seguir guiando a nuestra
diécesis, acompafiado de obispos,
sacerdotes, didconos, religiosos,
religiosas y laicos, para continuar la
mision de dar a conocer a Jesus en
nuestra sociedad actual, a través de
nuestras palabras y acciones llenas
de amor. Unidos, como el Cuerpo de
Cristo, podemos marcar la diferencia
y lograr grandes cosas, todo para la
mayor gloria de Dios.

En 2015, cuando el entonces
Obispo McElroy llegé a San Diego
desde San Francisco para asumir el
liderazgo de nuestra di6cesis, inici6
dos sinodos: uno sobre el matrimonio
y la vida familiar, y otro sobre la
juventud y los jévenes adultos.
Durante el proceso de consulta se
vivi6 un ambiente de entusiasmo
y una gran energia, la cual se
intensificé atin mas al avanzar hacia
la etapa de implementacion.

Aunque la pandemia de Covid-19
ralentizé nuestro avance, el Sinodo
sobre la Sinodalidad convocado por
nuestro querido Papa Francisco
reavivd el deseo de acercarnos al
Pueblo de Dios en todas las etapas
de la vida, invitindonos a escuchar,
dialogar y proponer nuevas ideas
mientras la Iglesia continia su
misién de evangelizar con el amor de
Jesucristo a toda la humanidad.

El Cardenal McElroy desempei6
un papel fundamental en guiar a
nuestra didcesis hacia una Iglesia
verdaderamente sinodal. A través de
los distintos procesos de consulta,
hemos reflexionado sobre nuestras

alegrias, tristezas y esperanzas
para el futuro de la Iglesia. Esto ha
llevado a un cambio en la manera
en que se toman las decisiones, y
gracias a los datos recabados, hemos
identificado varias ideas y objetivos
para implementar que nos ayudaran
a cumplir con nuestra misién comun:
evangelizar a todos los pueblos. Me
llena de alegria saber que el Papa
Leoén XIV ha expresado su intencién
de continuar con el camino sinodal
iniciado por el Papa Francisco.

Con esto en mente, al avanzar en
nuestra misiéon como diécesis, soy
consciente del gran trabajo que se
ha realizado y que ya ha comenzado
a dar frutos. Al escuchar al Espiritu
Santo y a las voces de todos aquellos
que han compartido sus alegrias,
preocupaciones y esperanzas
para la Iglesia, queda claro que la
colaboracion debe ser una prioridad,

y debe reflejarse en todos los niveles
del ministerio y del liderazgo eclesial.

La continuidad y puesta en
practica de las propuestas surgidas
de los sinodos de 2016, 2019 y 2021
serda una de nuestras principales
prioridades. Este es un proceso en
constante desarrollo, que seguira
evolucionando conforme avancemos
en el camino.

Uno de los principales enfoques
sera promover una cultura que
fomente las vocaciones, tanto
sacerdotales como religiosas. La
Iglesia doméstica es el lugar de
origen de las futuras vocaciones;
por ello, debemos cultivar en todos
los fieles un profundo sentido de
corresponsabilidad en esta tarea.

La educacién catdlica es también
una prioridad fundamental, ya que
buscamos ofrecer una formacién de
la mas alta calidad, donde todos los
estudiantes tengan la oportunidad
de alcanzar la excelencia académica,
con la fe como eje central de su
desarrollo.

Nuestra didcesis es rica en
diversidad, y uno de mis mas grandes
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anhelos es ver concretado nuestro
esfuerzo por construir una Iglesia
intercultural, cuyos miembros se
comprendan, se respeten y trabajen
hombro a hombro. Esto tendria un
impacto muy significativo en nuestra
labor como didcesis fronteriza,
especialmente al enfrentar los
desafios relacionados con inmigrantes,
refugiados y solicitantes de asilo.

Al hacer esto, y con la gracia
de Dios, continuamos creando
conciencia sobre la importancia
de respetar la vida, promover la
dignidad de toda persona humana,
incluir a todos sin excepcion, y luchar
contra la pobreza y la injusticia social
en nuestra sociedad.

Al alcanzar estos ideales, nos
convertimos en faros de esperanza
y portadores de la Buena Nueva.
El amor de Cristo nos recuerda
que estamos todos juntos en este
camino; eso es, en esencia, el
verdadero significado del amor. La
manera en que nos tratamos unos
a otros refleja nuestro compromiso
con el amor y la justicia de Cristo
para con todos, ya que El vino al
mundo para dar testimonio a través
de su amor, su justicia y su paz. Ese
amor nos une con nuestro Salvador
y también entre nosotros, como una
sola familia de fe.

Maria, Madre de la Iglesia, jruega
por nosotros!

Camino de Fe

Fecha de Nacimiento: Feb.

12,1967

Lugar de Nacimiento:

Danang, Viethnam

Huye del régimen

vietnamita con su familia:

1980
8 Da Nap .......
Vietham BaNang
Viét Nam

en Estados Unidos
(Minnesota): 1981

Se muda con su familia a

San Diego: 1985

Patrocinado para vivir

Asiste al Seminario San
Francisco (San Diego):
1994-1995

Asiste al Seminario de
San Patricio (Menlo Park):
1995-1999

Obtiene la Licenciatura
en Teologia Sistematica
y Maestria en Divinidad:
1999

Ordenado para la Diécesis
de San Diego: Junio 25,
1999

Parroco asociado, Santa
Maria, Estrella del Mar:
Julio 1999-Junio 2001

Obtiene la Licenciatura en

Ingenieria Aeroespacial

(SDSU): 1992

Director de Vocaciones
Sacerdotales: Julio 2001-
Mayo 2003

Obtiene la Licenciatura
en Teologia Sagrada con

Co-Pérroco, Sagrada

Familia, Julio 2003
2020

Parroco, Sagrada Familia,
Enero 2004-Junio 2014

especializacién en la
Nueva Evangelizacion:

Parroco Candnico,

San Lucas: Julio 2021-

Obtiene Maestria en
Psicologia: 2009

Papa Francisco lo
nombra Obispo
Auxiliar de la
Didcesis: Junio 2023

Parroco, Santa Teresa,
Julio 2014-Junio 2016

Pérroco, El Buen Pastor,
Junio 2016-Sept. 2023

Director, Oficina

para Comunidades
Etnicas e Interculturales:
Junio 2017-Sept. 2023

Mayo 2025

California, USA

..... . SanDlegO&

Administrador Diocesano
Electo: Marzo 2025

Papa Ledn XIV lo
nombra Obispo Diocesano:
Mayo 2025
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CELEBRACION: Las culturas catélicas presentes en la didcesis se reunieron en la Misa Anual de Pentec

o,

en la Misa del 7 de junio, lo acompasiaron los obispos auxiliares Felipe Pulido (en la imagen) y Ramdn Bejarano.

Conocido Pastor Dirigira al Rebafo Local

Por Denis Grasska

Hace unos 31 afios, Michael Pham
comenzd su camino vocacional en la
Di6cesis de San Diego, un recorrido
que alcanzara su punto culminante el
préximo 17 de julio. Dia en que sera
instalado como el séptimo obispo de
la di6cesis.

“Es una noticia maravillosa para mi
poder quedarme en mi diécesis de
origen,” dijo durante una conferencia
de prensa el 22 de mayo, cuando se
anuncié su nombramiento por el Papa
Leén XIV. “He servido al Pueblo de
Dios como sacerdote y como obispo
auxiliar, y ahora seré su obispo”.

La Misa de instalacién, la cual sera
transmitida en vivo, se celebrara en la
Parroquia de Santa Teresa del Carmen
alalpm.

Un dia antes el obispo Pham,
celebrard Misa y almorzara con
el personal del Centro Pastoral
Diocesano.

La tarde del 16 de julio, tomara
posesion formal de la Catedral de
San José. Como marca la tradicion,
golpeara la puerta principal cerrada
con un mazo antes de ser recibido por
el rector, el padre Peter Navarra. Al
ingresar, el obispo besard un crucifijo,
bendecira a los presentes con agua
bendita y presidira las Visperas — la
Oracién de la Tarde — acompanado
por los sacerdotes de la didcesis.

Al dia siguiente, en la Parroquia de
Santa Teresa del Carmen, el obispo
Pham sera instalado como obispo
por el arzobispo José H. Gomez de
Los Angeles. Serd el primer obispo
vietnamita-estadounidense en presidir
una diécesis en Estados Unidos.

Noreen Mclnnes, directora de
la Oficina Diocesana de Liturgia y
Espiritualidad, indic6 que se espera

Acompahenos
en la Ceremonia

Se invita a toda la
comunidad a ver la
transmision en vivo
de la ceremonia de
instalacion del obispo
Michael Pham, el 17
de julio alas 10 a.m,,
a través del sitio web
sdcatholic.org.

la asistencia de unos 20 obispos, entre
ellos el cardenal Robert W. McElroy,
arzobispo de Washington y predecesor
inmediato del obispo Pham en Ila
Di6cesis de San Diego; el obispo John
Dolan, de la Diécesis de Phoenix y
ex obispo auxiliar de San Diego; y el
cardenal Roger Mahony, arzobispo
emérito de Los Angeles.

Al inicio de la liturgia, el cardenal

GRAN APOYO: El obispo Michael Pham trabajo de cerca con la Comision Hispana para fortalecer

Christophe Pierre, nuncio apostélico
enlos Estados Unidos, leerd elmandato
apostolico emitido por la Santa Sede
que nombra al obispo Pham como
nuevo pastor de la Diécesis de San
Diego. A continuacién, el documento
sera presentado formalmente a la
canciller, Marioly Galvan; al Colegio
de Consultores, un érgano diocesano
integrado por los obispos auxiliares
y ocho sacerdotes que asisten al
obispo en el gobierno de la di6cesis, y,
finalmente, a toda la asamblea.

A continuacion, el arzobispo Gémez
y el cardenal Pierre acompanaran
al obispo Pham hasta su silla,
simbolizando que ha tomado su lugar
como obispo diocesano, mientras la
asamblea lo acompaiia con aplausos.
El nuevo obispo serd recibido por
representantes de varios grupos de
la Iglesia local, incluyendo algunas
de las comunidades culturales y el
diaconado permanente.

El obispo Pham, de 58 anos, ha
servido como administrador diocesano
desde el 17 de marzo.

AIDA BUSTOS

la comunidad. En la foto lo vemos durante una de sus reuniones el 1 de febrero del 2020.

o

ostés de Todos los Pueblos, una celebracion iniciada por el obispo Michael Pham en 2018. Este afio,

Pham es el primer obispo vietnamita-
estadounidense en encabezar una
diécesis en Estados Unidos. Nacié en
Da Nang, Vietnam, y junto con su familia
huy6 del gobierno comunista en su pais
natal. Vivié en un campo de refugiados
antes de ser reasentado en KEstados
Unidos, llegando a San Diego en 1985.

El obispo Pham ingres6 al seminario
en 1994 y fue ordenado sacerdote
para la Di6cesis de San Diego el 25 de
junio de 1999.

Ha servido como vicario parroquial
en Santa Maria, Estrella del Mar,
en Oceanside durante mas de 25
anos; como director de vocaciones
sacerdotales; y como parroco en las
parroquias de la Sagrada Familia,
en Linda Vista; Santa Teresa, en Del
Cerro; y E1 Buen Pastor, en Mira Mesa.

Ha desempenado los cargos de
vicario para el clero; vicario para las
comunidades étnicas e interculturales
— un rol en el que desarroll6 la Misa
Multilingiie de Pentecostés para Todos
los Pueblos, celebrada anualmente
desde 2018 —; y vicario general de la
diécesis, puesto que lo autorizaba a
actuar como representante del obispo
en la administracién diocesana.

Fue nombrado obispo auxiliar de
San Diego el 6 de junio de 2023 y
consagrado obispo el 28 de septiembre
de 2023.

El monsenor Steve Callahan,
sacerdote de la Diécesis de San
Diego desde 1987, se desempen6
como administrador diocesano tras el
fallecimiento del obispo Cirilo Flores
en 2014. Durante una entrevista,
explicé el papel de un obispo en la
Iglesia catdlica.

La palabra “obispo”, dijo, proviene

Obis PO Continiia en pdagina 8
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del griego episkopos, que significa
“supervisor” o “vigilante”.

“Un obispo supervisa la mision de
toda la di6cesis en sus tres funciones
principales: ensefar, santificar y
gobernar o pastorear”, afirmo.

Teolégicamente, explico6 que los
obispos poseen “la  plenitud del
sacerdocio”, mientras que los sacerdotes
de su diécesis tienen “una participacion
en ese ministerio del obispo”. Compard
esta relacion con la que existe entre el
colegio de obispos a nivel mundial —
quienes representan a “los sucesores de
los Apostoles”™— y el Papa, sucesor de
San Pedro, como su cabeza.

Al obispo Pham se le ha confiado
una diécesis que abarca 8 mil 852
millas cuadradas e incluye tanto el
condado de San Diego como el de
Imperial. Esta diécesis alberga 96
parroquias, 41 escuelas primarias
catolicas y siete escuelas secundarias.
Para quienes desean conocer la visién
del obispo Pham para la didcesis,
MclInnes sugirié que solo tienen que
reflexionar sobre “el ministerio que el
obispo Pham ha llevado a lo largo de
su vida como sacerdote”.

“Eso dice mucho”, afirmé. “Lo
conocemos”.

El obispo Pham habla con frecuencia
sobre la necesidad de unidad en la
Iglesia, sobre la importancia de que
personas de todos los ambitos de la
vida se unan para vivir el Evangelio,
sin importar la edad ni el origen
cultural.

Tanto como sacerdote como en su
papel de obispo auxiliar, “el Espiritu
Santo lo ha estado llamando a servir
a personas de todas las culturas”, dijo
MclInnes.

Elmonsefior Callahanreflexioné sobre
algunos de los retos y oportunidades
que enfrenta el nuevo obispo.

“Creo que todavia  estamos
recuperandonos de los efectos del
COVID”, dijo, sefialando que la
Parroquia de Santa Brigida en Pacific
Beach, donde él es parroco, sigue
teniendo una asistencia a Misa un 20
por ciento menor en comparacién con
los ntimeros previos a la pandemia.

“La mayoria de las personas han
retomado una practica activa a través
de la Eucaristia dominical,” comento,
“pero hay un numero significativo que
no lo ha hecho”.

El Monsenor afirmé que la labor
pastoral con jévenes y adultos jévenes

RITO: El obispo Michael Pham, fue instalado como obispo el 28 de septiembre de 2023 en la Parroquia Santa Teresa de Carmelo, junto con el obispo
Felipe Pulido. Ambos comenzaron su servicio como obispos auxiliaries en la didcesis.

REGALO: La atencion a los ninios y jovenes adultos ha sido una prioridad para el obispo Michael

DAVID MAUNG

Pham. Aqui celebrd al Misa de la Infancia y Adolescencia Misionera el 12 de marzo de 2024 en la

Parroquia El Buen Pastor.

Los Obispos de la Diécesis de San Diego

3

sigue siendo “un reto constante”. Y
aunque la “dimensiéon multicultural”
de la didcesis es “un regalo”, también
dijo: “Eso también trae desafios... en
cuanto a cémo integrar las distintas
culturas en la vida parroquial”.

“Ademas,” agrego, “la manifestacion
mas reciente de tensiéon en torno al
tema de la inmigracién, y la ansiedad
que eso genera en muchas de nuestras
personas,” representa otro desafio mas.

El obispo Pham coincide en que
la inmigraciéon serd uno de “los
principales retos al asumir el liderazgo
de nuestra diécesis después de la
instalacion”.

“Ya que somos seres humanos
creados a imagen y semejanza de
Dios,” sefial, “creemos que todos
tenemos dignidad y valor”.

“Estamos llamados a tratarnos unos
a otros con respeto y compasién,”
agregd. “Esto, sin embargo, puede
convertirse en una oportunidad
para demostrar que podemos vivir
juntos en armonia y paz, sin importar
nacionalidad, etnia o idioma”.

“Podemos mostrar la riqueza de
nuestras culturas, tradiciones y
celebraciones con belleza y vitalidad”,
dijo. “Podemos mostrar bondad y
caridad los unos con los otros”.

| ] 4 =

Obispo Charles F. Buddy
Oc'gubre de 1936-Marzo de 1966

D5~

Obispo Francis J. Furey

Marzo de 1966-Mayo

de 1969
=

Octubre de 1969-Julio de 1990

Obispo Robert H. Brom
Julio de 1990-Septiembre de 2013
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Comunidad Catoélica Vi

Por Aida Bustos

El obispo Michael Pham se convertira
en el primer obispo vietnamita en
liderar una didcesis en Estados Unidos.

Pham llegé con su familia a San Diego
en 1985, marcando el final de un largo
viaje que habia comenzado una década
antes, cuando huyeron del avance del
ejército comunista en Vietnam.

De hecho, los catdlicos vietnamitas
comenzaron a establecerse en la
region en 1975. Giai Do, quien tenia 17
anos en ese entonces, fue uno de los
primeros en llegar.

Do, junto con sus padres y hermanos,
huy6 de Vietnam cuando Saigén
colapsé y el régimen comunista tomé
el poder el 30 de abril de 1975.

“Ese dfa exacto salimos del
puerto de Vung Tau en un pequeno
bote  pesquero”, records. “Nos
adentramos en el mar y tuvimos la
suerte de ser rescatados por un barco
estadounidense”.

La  familia fue enviada al
Campamento Pendleton, donde se
alojaba temporalmente a los refugiados
vietnamitas. Poco después, una familia
estadounidense catolica los patrociné
y ayudé a establecerse en San Diego.

En Vietnam, los Do formaban
parte de una pequena pero devota
comunidad catélica, heredera de
una fe introducida por misioneros
europeos en el siglo XVI, en un pais
mayoritariamente budista.

Al llegar a San Diego, las primeras
familias catolicas vietnamitas
comenzaron a buscar un espacio
donde pudieran practicar su fe en
su idioma y de acuerdo con sus
tradiciones.  Lograron  conectarse
entre si y organizaron su primera Misa
en vietnamita en la Iglesia de San
Columba.

“Eramos solo entre 10 y 20 personas
en esa primera Misa”, recordé Do.

La comunidad fue creciendo
rapidamente y comenzé a celebrar
Misas semanales en vietnamita en
la Parroquia de la Sagrada Familia,
donde Do y su familia se integraron
plenamente. Con el tiempo, esa
parroquia se convertirfa en un punto
central de la vida religiosa vietnamita
enlaregion,y Do en uno de sus lideres.

A medida que mas catélicos
vietnamitas llegaban a la regidn,
la comunidad se expandié a una
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HONOR: Lo comunidad vietnamita organizé la Misa de los Mdrtires para conmemorar a quienes di-
eron su vida por la, fe en su tierra natal y compartir su historia con toda la comunidad. En la imagen,
se muestra la Misa anual celebrada el 6 de noviembre de 2022 en la Parroquia El Buen Pastor.

cuando servia en la Parroquia Familia Sagrada.

SERVICIO: En 2003, el entonces padre Michael Pham organizd un convivio para adolescentes,

Obispo Cirilo Flores
Septiembre de 2013-Septiembre de 2014

‘N

3

'\
Cardenal Robert W. McElroy

Abril de 2015-Marzo de 2025
e (1

Obispo Michael Pham
Instalado en Julio de 2025

W

tnamita Florece

segunda parroquia, san Francisco
de Asfs en Vista. Sin embargo, la
creciente cantidad de fieles superé la
capacidad del lugar, y eventualmente
la comunidad se trasladé a la parroquia
de Santo Tomas Moro en Oceanside.

Los refugiados se unieron para
formar la  Comunidad Catoélica
Vietnamita de San Diego. En 1977, el
entonces obispo Leo T. Maher aprob6
sus estatutos y reglamentos. A partir
de ahi, los miembros comenzaron a
involucrarse activamente en la di6cesis
y a colaborar con otras comunidades
culturales.

En noviembre de 1979, la comunidad
organizo su primera Misa diocesana en
honor a los Martires Vietnamitas. La
celebracion fue presidida por el obispo
Maher, acompanado por sacerdotes
vietnamitas y estadounidenses. Esta
Misa, la mas significativa para la
comunidad, honra a los catélicos que
fueron martirizados por su fe en Vietnam
durante los siglos XVII, XVIII y XIX.

Do recordé el liderazgo del entonces
padre Michael Pham como parroco
de la Sagrada Familia, donde sirvi6
durante 11 afios, hasta junio de 2014.
Destacé que el padre Pham tenia
una visién clara: unir a las distintas
culturas presentes en la parroquia para
compartir una fe comun.

Introdujo Misas multilingiies en
celebraciones especiales, como la
Vigilia Pascual, e invit6 a las diferentes
comunidades a participar activamente
en los eventos parroquiales. También
integr6 a lideres culturales en el
Consejo Pastoral, donde contribuian
en la toma de decisiones clave.

“Nos gui6é hacia la integracién con
la parroquia, lo cual fue realmente
importante para nosotros como
comunidad”, dijo Do. Agregé que ese
enfoque sirvié como modelo para otras
parroquias con presencia vietnamita y
también para la colaboracién con la
didcesis.

Actualmente, la comunidad catélica
vietnamita cuenta con entre 7 mil
y 8 mil fieles en toda la regién de
San Diego, segin Hien Nguyen,
su presidente. Varios sacerdotes
vietnamitas sirven actualmente en la
dibcesis, y el Movimiento Eucaristico
Juvenil Vietnamita, dedicado a ensenar
la fe, el liderazgo y el servicio a nifios y
jovenes, cuenta con 500 miembros.

Los miembros de la comunidad
tienen un papel muy activo en las
parroquias donde tienen una presencia
significativa, entre las cuales estan
la Sagrada Familia, Espiritu Santo,
Nuestra Sefora del Sagrado Corazén y
el Buen Pastor en San Diego; asi como
Santo Toméds Moro en Oceanside. En
estas parroquias se ofrece al menos
una Misa en vietnamita a la semana,
a veces dos. Sin embargo, muchos
miembros ahora hablan inglés y optan
por asistir a la Misa en ese idioma.

Ademds, los miembros de la
comunidad participan activamente en
la vida diocesana, una participacién
que ahora cobra un nuevo significado,
ya que uno de los suyos esta a punto de
convertirse en obispo.
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The University of San Diego
Celebrates the Appointment
of Bishop Michael Pham

Congratulations to the Most Reverend
Michael M. Pham, the new bishop of the
Diocese of San Diego appointed by

Pope Leo XIV.

A member of the Torero community, Bishop
Pham attended St. Francis Seminary at USD
before completing his seminary training at
St. Patrick’s Seminary in Menlo Park.

USD is proud to work alongside
Bishop Pham as we live our mission
and vision to foster peace, work for
justice and lead with love.

sandiego.edu

|
University
of San Diegos
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WE WELCOME#YOU

Bishop. Pha

"“AS OUR BISHOP OF THE | , |
IDIOCESE OF SAN DIEGO N -

-jCatholic 1

Charities
a DIOCESE OF SAN DIEGO
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Cathohc Charltles Welcomes Bishop Michael Pham

Catholic Charities Diocese of San Diego is delighted to welcome Bishop Michael Pham as the new shepherd of
our Diocese. With deep gratitude and great anticipation, we embrace his leadership and spiritual guidance as
we continue advancing our mission of Faith-in-Action—bringing the love and compassion of Christ to those
most in need.

Bishop Pham's long-standing commitment to service, justice, and community engagement aligns beautifully
with the heart of Catholic Charities’ work here in our Diocese. As we move forward under his pastoral care, we
are inspired to deepen our outreach and strengthen the relationship between Catholic Charities, our parishes,
and the diverse communities we serve throughout the Diocese of San Diego.

At the core of our mission is Matthew 25's call: “Whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and
sisters of mine, you did for me.” Guided by this scripture, Catholic Charities remains dedicated to feeding the
hungry, sheltering the homeless, welcoming the stranger, and walking alongside the vulnerable and
underserved. We are confident that Bishop Pham's leadership will help us further ignite this mission with
renewed faith, energy, and purpose.

One of the central ways Bishop Pham will steward Catholic Charities is by providing spiritual support and
guidance to our Strategic Plan’s Parish Engagement Initiative. This initiative is designed to strengthen the
relationship between Catholic Charities and our local parishes, encouraging active participation in acts of
mercy, volunteer efforts, and social outreach programs. We seek to partner with parish communities to
become even more vibrant witnesses of Christ’s mercy in action.

We look forward to working closely with Bishop Pham to ensure that every parish has the tools and resources
needed to live out the Gospel through tangible acts of love and service. With his pastoral oversight and
collaborative spirit, we hope to expand our reach and deepen our impact in every corner of the Diocese.

Please visit our website, www.ccdsd.org, to learn more about our mission, programs, and ways to get involved.

Please join us in praying for Bishop Pham as he begins this new chapter of his ministry. May the Holy Spirit
guide him with wisdom, compassion, and strength as he leads our Diocese forward in faith and unity.
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e invest in San Diego's

most precious assets.
Children.

Our teachers and medical staff at Father Joe's Villages provide therapeut

childcare, child development, and medical treatment. But for kids, there's'

no place like home. So we've pledged to build 2,000 affordable hemes

\ where families can thrive. '

Donate at Neighbor.org

&“ ‘Father Joe's \/

-— 1950 A BEACON OF HOPE '2

Rebuilding Lives
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GREENE| ROBERTS

Congratulations to Bishop Pham, our homegrown Ordinary.
May our Lord continue to bless you abundantly
in your service to the Church and His people.

STEPHEN J. GREENE, JR. MARIA C. ROBERTS

Greene & Roberts provides legal representation to religious institutions
and companies of all sizes in employment, business, premises liability,
and class action litigation and provides counseling to clients on

employment best practices and compliance.

Sacramento Office San Diego Office
455 Capitol Mall, Suite 405 402 W Broadway, Suite 1025
Sacramento, CA 95814 San Diego, CA 92101
(916) 753-1300 (619) 398-3400
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CONGRATULATIONS
Most Reverend Bishop Pham BiShOp MiChael Pham

Unit atem iIl ChristuS! ON YOUR APPOINTMENT FROM THE

FROM THE African Catholic Community
San Diego Chinese Catholic Community

BISHOP OSCAR CANTU AND
THE DIOCESE OF SAN JOSE,
CALIFORNIA OFFER THEIR
BEST WISHES AND

BISHOP

MICHAEL M.
PHAM

AND TO THE FAITHFUL OF THE
DIOCESE OF SAN DIEGO

Congratulations to Bishop Pham
- From:

* DIOCESE OF
SAN JOSE

Lord Architecture Inc.
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Assisted Living Community
Serving the San Diego
Area Since 1974

Newdy Remadelod /s

e SA"‘ DIEGO .

——— —————— ——————

L

Nazareth House offers seniors Independent Living and

. - . e (Onsite licensed nursing staff 24 hours a day
Assisted Living, as well as higher levels of care.

o Beautiful chapel with daily Mass & Rosary
Our 8 acre park-like community is filled with beautiful walking

paths and outdoor areas. Each studio features patio access
overlooking peaceful courtyards and scenic city views. - e Live shows, excercise classes, and engaging activity programs

* Full service dining experience

Whether you are planning ahead or need to move in o Quality care with an emphasis on mental, physical, spiritual

immediately, we are here to help! and psychological well-being

For information and to schedule a tour contact:
Scan for a Virtual Tour \’

Amber Zendejas

DIRECTOR OF ADMISSIONS
NazarethHouseSD.org

Amber@NazarethHouseSD.org 6333 Rancho Mission Rd., San Diego, CA 92108
619-563-0480

Lic # 372000400

INDEPENDENT LIVING | ASSISTED LIVING | RESPITE CARE | HOSPICE CARE
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PHIEN BAN DAC BIET | GIAM MUC M3I

Thu gui tu Bdc Giam Muc Michael Pham Minh Cuéng

Véi mot trdi tim biét on vi nhd hong
4n Chda ciing tinh yéu cta Ngai, toi bit
dau nhiém vy méi cia minh véi cuong vi
la Gidm muc thi bay ctia Gido phén San
Diego. Toi mudn bay tb long biét on siu
sic dén cdc vi tien nhiém, nhtng ngudi da
din dit Dan Chua trong manh vudn nho
niy ctia Chia qua nhiéu nim. Sy lanh dao
ctia cdc ngai di khoi ddy ching ta, nhang
ngudi Cong gido trong gido phén, sng
duang véi on goi trd thanh nhing mén dé
truyén gido ctia Chua Giésu Kit6 trong
gbc nho ctia ching ta trong thé giéi hom
nay. Gio ddy, toi nhin ldy trich nhiém dé
din dit gido phin ching ta, cting vdi cdc
gidm muc, linh muc, phd t, tu si nam
ni, va gido dan, ti€p tuc s& mang 1am cho
Chua Giésu dugc bi€t dén trong xi héi
hém nay qua nhing 16i ndi va hanh dong
day yéu thuong ctia ching ta. Cling nhau,
12 Than Thé Chda Kitd, ching ta ¢6 thé
tao nén sy khic biét v thuc hién nhiéu
diéu cao ci vi vinh quang cao trong hon
cta Thién Chua.

Nim 2015, khi Pdc Gidm muc
McElroy dén San Diego tit San Francisco
d€ linh dao gido phin chung ta, ngai di
khéi xuéng hai cong nghi gido phin —
mot vé hon nhin va doi s6ng gia dinh, va
mot ve gidi tré va thanh nién. i ¢6 mot
y thitc phin khdi va sy nhiét tinh trong
sudt qud trinh tham vin, vi thim chi con
manh mé hon khi ching ta tién vio giai
doan thyc hién.

Mic du dai dich Covid-19 di lam
chim sy tién d6 cla ching ta, Thuong
Hoi Pong vé Tinh Hiép hanh do Ptc ¢6
Gido hoang Phanxic6 khoi xuéng di khoi
lai ngon 1tra ctia viée ti€p cin Din Chda
& moi giai doan trong cudc séng vi moi
goi chung ta ling nghe, d6i thoai, va dé
xudt nhiing ¥ tudng méi khi Gido héi ti€p
tuc st mang loan bdo tinh yéu ctia Chtia
Giésu Kitd cho nhin loai. Btc Hong y
McElroy di déng vai tro quan trong trong

viéc hudng din gido phin ching ta tré
thanh mot Gido héi hiép hanh. Qua cic
qud trinh tham vdn khdc nhau, ching ta
di suy tu vé nhitng niém vui, ndi budn,
va hy vong cho Gido hoi. Dieu niy da din
dén sy thay déi trong cdch dua ra quyét
dinh va véi di liéu thu thip dugc, ching
ta di xdc dinh mot s6 ¥ twdng vi muc tiéu
dé€ thyc hién, gitip ching ta dat dugc st
mang chung 14 loan bdo Tin Ming cho
moi ngudi. Toi rdt vui ming khi biét
ring Dtc Gido hoang Leo XIV di bay td
y dinh ti€p tuc hanh trinh hiép hanh do
Dic Gido hoang Phanxicé khéi xuéng.
Véi ¥ nght d6, khi ching ta tién budc
trong s mang cua gido phin, toi nhin
thiéc duge cong viée 16n lao da duge
thuc hién va bit diu bén ré. Trong viéc
ling nghe Chtia Thanh Thin v tiéng ndi
chung ctia tit ca nhing ngudi di chia sé
niém vui, mdi quan tdm, vi hy vong cho
Gido hoi, sy cdng tic 13 vu tién phai duge

thé hién & moi cip do cua thira tic vy v
cdp lanh dao cta Gido hoi.

Viéc tiép tuc va thuc hién cdc dé xude tir
céc cong nghi gido phin nim 2016, 2019,
va2021 sé 13 trong tim cht yéu. Qud trinh
ndy dang ti€p dién va s€ tiép tuc phét trién
khi chdng ta tién vé phia trude.

Mot trong tim sé la nudi dudng mot
vin héa thic ddy on goi, ci linh muyc lin
tu si. Gido hdi tai gia 13 cdi ndi cta céc on
goi tuong lai; ching ta phii nuéi dudng
y thitc dong trdch nhiém gitra tdt ca cdc
tin hitu.

Gido dyc Cong gido cing la mét uu
tién 16n lao khi chiing ta nb lyc cung cdp
nén gido duc Cong gido véi chdr lugng
cao nhit, mang lai co héi cho tit ca cdc
hoc sinh dat dugc sy xudt sic trong hoc
vin, v§i dte tin lam trung tim.

Gido phin ctia chting ta phong phu vé
sy da dang, va t6i mong mudn thdy nhing
thanh qua cia ching ta trong nd lyc xiy

! HIEP NHAT TRONG CHUA KITO ’

dung mét Gido hoi lién vin héa, noi cdc
thanh vién hiéu nhau, ton trong lin nhau
vi cting nhau lam viéc. Didu ndy sé cé téc
dong 16n dén céc nd luc clia ching ta la
mot gido phin tai bién gisi khi doi dién
v6i cdc vin d¢ lién quan dén ngudi nhip
cu, ngudi ti nan va ngu'di xin ti nan.

Khi thyc hién di¢u nay va nhd 4n sing
cta Thién Chda, ching ta tiép tuc ning
cao nhén thiic vé viéc tén trong sy sdng,
thic ddy phim gid ctia mdi con ngudi,
bao gom tit ca cdc din tdc, va ddu tranh
chéng lai nghto d6i va bit cong xa hoi
trong xi hoi ciia ching ta.

Bing céch thyc hién nhang ly tudng
nay, ching ta tré thanh nhing ngon hii
ding cua hy vong va nhitng ngudi mang
Tin Mung. Tinh yéu cta Chua Kit6 cé
nghia 14 tit ca ching ta ciing nhau trong
sy viéc nay. D6 la ¥ nghia cta tinh yéu.
Céch chtng ta d6i x&¢ v6i nhau phan dnh
cam két ctia chung ta d6i vé6i tinh yéu
va cong ly cta Chua Kitd danh cho tit
ca moi ngudi — vi Ngai da dén thé gian
dé 1am chtrng bing dnh yéu, cong ly, va
hoa binh ctia Ngai. Tinh yéu nay két hiép
chiing ta v6i Dang Ctu Theé va véi nhau.

Xin Me Maria, Me ctia Gido hdi, ciu

biu cho ching ta!

Hanh Trinh Bdc Tin

Sinh ngay 12 thang 2 nam 1967
Ngi sinh: D3 Nang, Viét Nam

Cung vdi gia dinh vugt bién roi
Viét Nam: 1980

Dudgc bao trg dén Hoa Ky
(Minnesota) dinh cu: 1981

Vietham Da Nang

Viét Nam

Gia dinh chuyén dén San
Diego: 1985

T6t nghiép CU nhan Khoa
hoc, Ky thuat Hang khong
tai Trudng Bai Hoc San
Diego State (SDSU): 1992

Tu hoc tai Bai Chudng Vién
Thanh Phanxico (San Diego):
1994-1995

Tu hoc tai Chung Vién Thanh
Patrick (Menlo Park): 1995-1999

Hoan thanh Cl nhan Hé théng
Than hoc va Thac si Than

hoc (Systematic Theology
Baccalaureate and Master of
Divinity): 1999

Thu phong Linh muc cho Gido
Phan San Diego: Ngay 25,
thang 6, nam 1999

Linh Muc Pho XU tai Gido xu Buc
Thanh Maria |a Ngbi Sao Bién (St.
Mary, Star of the Sea): Thang 7,
nam 1999 - Thang 6, nam 2001

Gidm déc On Goi Linh muc:
Thang 7 nam 2001 -
Thang 5 nam 2003

Dong Quan nhiém Gido xu
Thanh Gia (Holy Family):
Thang 7, nam 2003

Linh Muc Chanh XU, Gido xd
Thanh Gia (Holy Family): Thang 1,
nam 2004 - thang 6, 2014

Hoan thanh Thac si Khoa hoc
Tam ly hoc: 2009

Linh Muc Chanh X, Gido xu
Thanh Térésa (St. Therese):
Thang 7, nam 2014 -

Thang 6, nam 2016

3 Nang dén San Diego

Linh Muc Chanh Xd, Giao
XU Chua Chién Lanh (Good
Shepherd): Thang 6, nam
2016 - Thang 9, nam 2023

Gidm déc Van phong

Céc Céng Béng Pa Sac Toc
va Lién Van Héa:

Thang 6, nam 2017 -
Thang 9, nam 2023

Hoan thanh Bang Thac
Si Than hoc Chuyén
Nganh Tan Phuc Am
Hoa (Licentiate in Sacred
Theology): 2020

Linh Muc Chanh X
Chinh Thuc cho Gido Xt
Thanh Luca (St. Luke):
Thang 7, nam 2021-
Thang 5, nam 2025

California, USA

PUc Gido Hoang Phanxicd bd
nhiém lam Gidm muc Phu ta

.. Giao phan: Thang 6, n3m 2023

"""""""" et San Diegog
Dudc bau lam Gidm Quan Gido
Phan: Thang 3, nam 2025

Puc Gido Hoang L&é XIV bd
nhiém lam Gidm Muc Chinh Toa
Gido Phan: Thang 5,

nam 2025
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Dk Hong Y McElroy W. Robert tén phong chiic Gidm Muc cho Dric Cha Pham Michael trong Thanb Lé ngiy 28 thing 9 ndm 2023, tai nba tho Thanh Térésa Hai Déng Giésu (St. Therese of Carmel).

3

DAVID MAUNG

Giam Muc, dan dat Giao Phan ngi nuoi
dudng on goi cua minh

Bdi Denis Grasska

Khoing 31 nim trudc, Michael Pham
bit dau hanh trinh on goi tai Gido phéin
San Diego, va vio ngay 17 thing 7, hanh
trinh d6 s€ dua ngai dén dinh cao. Vao ngay
dé, ngai sé dugc tdn phong lam gidm muc
thi biy cta gido phén.

“That 14 tin vui 1én lao khi t6i dugc &
lai gido phin qué nha ctia minh,” ngai néi
tai mot cudc hop bdo vio ngay 22 thing S,
khi sy kién Dtic Gido hoang Leo XIV bd
nhiém ngii dugc cong bé. “Toi di phuc
vu Din Chtia vdi tu cdch 1a linh muc va
gidm muc phu td, va git day t6i sé 1a gidm
muc cta ho.”

Thianh 1€ tdn phong, sé dugc phdt séng
tryc tiép, s€ dugce ct hanh vio lac 1 gi¢
chitu tai Gido x& Thdnh Thérése & Carmel.

Mot ngay trude d6, Pic Gidm muc
Michael Pham sé ct hanh Thinh 1€ va
dung btra trua véi nhin vién Trung tim
Muc vy ctia Gido phén.

Vao ti ngdy 16 thdng 7, ngai s€ chinh
thitc ti€p nhin Nha thd Chinh tda Thinh
Giuse. Theo nghi thtrc truyén théng, ngai
s€ gb vao cinh cta chinh dugc déng kin
bing mot chiéc bua, trude khi duge cha
Peter Navarra, quan nhiém nha thd, chio
dén vio bén trong. Khi buéc vao, dic
cha s& hon thinh gid, rdy nuéc thinh 1én
nh@ng ngudi hién dién, va cha sy phung
vu ‘Vespers’, nghia 1a Kinh Chiéu, cting véi
céc linh muc cta gido phén.

Tai Thinh Dudng Thdnh Thérese &
Carmel, dtic cha Michael Pham sé duoc tin
phong lam gidm muc chinh tda b&i Téng
Gidm muc José H. Gomez ctia Los Angeles.
Ngai s¢ 1a gidm muc ngudi My géc Viét dau

Kinh mdi toan thé
cong cong dong dan
Chua theo doi truc
ti€p Thanh Lé Nham
Chuc cua Puc Cha

Pham Michael vao

lac 10 gid sang, ngay
17 thang 7, qua trang
mang sdcatholic.org.

tién dirng ddu mét gido phin tai Hoa Ky.

Ba Noreen Mclnnes, gidim déc Vin
phong Phung vu va Tim linh cta gido
phin, cho biét khodng 20 gidm muc du
kién sé tham duy, bao gbm Duc Hong
y Robert W. McElroy, téng gidm muc
Washington va la ngudi tién nhiém tryc
ti€p ctia ddc cha Michael Pham tai Gido
phin San Diego; Ptc Gidm muc John
Dolan ctia Gido phin Phoenix, nguyén
gidm muc phu td San Diego; va Pttc Hong
y Roger Mahony, nguyén téng gidm muc
Los Angeles da nghi huu.

Trudc thinh 1€, sic 1énh tdng toa tit Toa
Thénh bé nhiém DPtic Gidm muc Michael
Pham lanh dao Gido phéin San Diego sé
dugc Ptc Hong y Christophe Pierre,
khim st toa thdnh tai Hoa Ky, cong bé.
Sic lénh sau d6 sé dugc dé trinh chinh thic
cho ba Marioly Galvén, chudng 4n gido
phén; cho Héi dong C6 vdn, mét co quan
ctia gido phin gom cdc gidm muc phy td va
tdm linh muc, hé trg gidm muc trong viéc
quan trj gido phén; va cudi cling, cho toan

thé cong doan hoi ty.

Tiép theo, Ptic Téng Gidm muc Gomez
va Dtic Hong y Pierre sé din Dc Gidm
muc Michael Pham dén ghé€ clia minh,
tugng trung cho viéc ngai chinh thic dim
nhin vai tro gidm muc gido phén, trong
tiéng v tay. Dirc tin gidm muc s€ duge dai
dién tir nhitu tip thé trong Gido hoi dia
phuong chiao dén, bao gdom mot s6 cong
dong vin héa va phé t€ vinh vién.

Vin phong Béo chi Toa Thdnh cong b
vio ngdy 22 thdng 5 ring Ptc Gido hoing
Leo XIV, trong lin b8 nhiém gidm muc
diu tién tai Hoa Ky, di chi dinh Dtic Gidm
muc Michael Pham lanh dao Gido phén
San Diego.

Dtc Gidm muc Michael Pham, 58 tudi,
di dam nhiém vai tro6 quén tri gido phin tir
ngay 17 thing .

La vi gidm muc ngudi My gdéc Viét
diu tién ding dau mot gido phin Hoa
Ky, ngai sinh ra tai Da Ning, Viét Nam.
Cung véi gia dinh, ngai chay tron khoi
chinh quyén cdng san tai qué huong va
s6ng trong mot trai ti nan trude khi duge
tdi dinh cu tai Hoa Kj. Ngai dén San
Diego vao nim 1985.

Dtc cha Michael Pham vio ching vién
nim 1994 va dugc thy phong linh muc ctia
Gido phin San Diego vio ngay 25 thing 6
nim 1999.

Trong hon mdt phin tu thé ky phuc vy,
ngai di dam nhiém vai tro phé xi tai Gido
x@ Ptc Thinh Maria 1a Ngoi Sao Bién &
Oceanside; gidm doc on goi linh muc; va
chdnh xt tai Gido x* Thinh Gia & Linda
Vista, Gido x&@ Thinh Teresa G Del Cerro,
va Gido x& Good Shepherd & Mira Mesa.

Ngai d4 dim nhiém vai trd téng dai dién
cho hang gido sf; tdng dai dién cho cdc cong
dong dan toc vi lién vin hda, vai tro ma
ngai di phét tién Thanh 1& Chta Thénh
Than Hién Xuéng cho Moi Din tdc, dugc
t8 chiic hing nim tit nim 2018; vi [a tdng
dai dién ctia gido phin, mot vi trf cho phép
ngai dai dién cho dirc gidm muc chinh toa
trong viéc quan tri gido phin.

Ngai dugc bd nhiém lam gidm muc phy
t4 San Diego vao ngiy 6 thing 6 nim 2023.
Ngai dugc tin phong gidm muc phu td vio
ngay 28 thing 9 nim 2023.

Cha Steve Callahan, linh muc ctia Gido
phén San Diego tif nim 1987 va tiing la
quan tri gido phin sau khi Pic Gidm muc
Cirilo Flores qua doi vao nim 2014, di giai
thich chitc ning ctia mét gidm muc trong
Gido hoi Cong gido.

Cha luu ¥ ring chtt “gidm muc” xuit
pht tir tiéng Hy Lap “episkopos,” c6 nghia
12 “ngudi gidm thi.”

“(Mét gidm muc) gidm thi s ménh cta
toan gido phin trong ba chitc ning: giang
day, thdnh héa, vd quin tri/chin dit,” cha
Callahan di néi.

Ve mit thin hoc, cha Callahan néi, cic
gidm myc dugc hiéu la s& htu “su tron ven
ctia thién chic linh muc,” véi cdc linh muc
trong gido phin “chia s¢ mot phin trong si
vu cta gidm muc.” Cha vi di€u ndy véi méi
quan h¢ gitra hoi dong gidm muc trén toan
thé gi6i, nhitng ngudi dai dién cho “cdc
tong do ké nhiém,” va Dtic Gido hoing -
ngudi k€ nhiém Thinh Phéré — la ngudi
diing dau.

Buc Giam Muc #ép tuc & trang 20
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Gia dinb va ban bé han hoan mitng Ié tin phong Gidm Muc ciia Diéc Cha Pham vio ngay 28 thing 9, nam 2023.

buc Giam Muc 1ép tuc tir trang 19

g

Dtc Gidm muc Michael Pham dugc
giao phé moét gido phin rong 8.852 dim
vudng, bao gébm ca hai quin San Diego v
Imperial. Gido phén nay la noi ¢6 96 gido
x@, 41 trudng ti€u hoc Cong gido va bay
trudng trung hoc.

Daéi v6i nhitng ngudi mong mudn tim

hiéu v¢ tim nhin cha Déc Gidm muc

Michael Pham cho gido phén, bd McInnes
goi y ring ngudi Cong gido dia phuong
nén suy ngdm vé “st¥ vu ma Bttc Gidm muc
Michael Pham d4 lanh dao trong sudt cudc
doi linh muc cia minh.”

“Day la ditu rdt ding d€ y 6i,” ba néi.
“Chung ta biét ngai.”

Dtc Gidm muc Michael Pham thudng
néi vé sy can thiét cta sy hiép nhit trong
Gido hoi — d€ moi ngudi tir moi ting 16p

Cha Pham tai LE Chia Thanh Thin Hi¢n Xuéng cing vdi (tit trdi qua) anb Truong Bdo, bic D6 Giai va

bdc Phitng Thudn vao nam 2021.

PUc Giam Muc Chinh Toa Gido Phan San Diego

x4 hoi cling nhau s6ng Tin Mirng, bit ké
tudi téc hay nén ting vin héa.

La linh muyc va gidm muc phu t4, ba néi,
“Chua Thinh Than da kéu goi ngai phuc
vu moi ngudi thudéc moi nén vin hda,”
thong qua céc sy kién nhu Thénh 1€ Chaa
Thénh Thin Hién Xudng cho Moi Din
toc. Ba ky vong ngai sé ti€p tuc “theo Chua
Thénh Thin” véi ngdi vi 13 gidm muc
chinh toa.

Mic dir ba thira nhdn ring khong ai biét
“con gi6 s¢ dua ngai dén ddu,” ba McInnes
néi, “St vy ctia ngai cho dén nay thyc sy
12 bing chiing ring ngai 1A mot ngudi ling
nghe cdn thin Chda Thénh Thin.”

Cha Callahan suy ngdm vé mét s§ thich
thiic va co hdi ma tin gidm muc s€ d6i dién.

“Toi nghi ching ta vin dang hoi phuc
ti anh hudng ctia COVID,” cha Callahan
n6i, luu y ring Gido xt St. Brigid & Pacific
Beach, noi cha lam chdnh x, vin dang c6
s6 ngudi tham dy Thénh 1€ thdp hon 20%
so véi trude dai dich.

“Hau hét moi ngudi d4 trd lai thyc hanh
tich cuc qua Thénh 1€ Chda Nhit,” cha
néi, “nhung vin ¢ mot s6 lugng ding ké
chua tré lai.”

Cha Callahan néi ring viéc ti€p cin vdi
giGi tré va thanh nién 13 “mot thdch thire
lién tyc.” Va trong khi “khifa canh da vin

ONG DONG CONG GIAO VIET NAM

HINH ANH TU C

N

héa” cta gido phin 13 “mét mén qui,”
cha néi, “Né cang mang lai nh@ing thich
thic... lién quan dén viéc hoa nhip cdc nén
vin héa khdc nhau vao doi s6ng clia mot
gido xtt.”

“Sau d6,” cha Callahan néi, “biéu hién
md&i nhdt cla cing thing vé vin dé nhip
cu, va sy lo ling md né mang lai cho
nhiéu ngudi clia ching ta,” 13 mét thich
thic khic.

Dbuc Gidm muc Michael Pham dong y
ring nhdp cu sé 13 mot trong nhitng “théch
thic chinh khi t6i linh dao gido phén sau
1€ tdn phong.”

“Bdi vi ching ta la con ngudi duge tao
ra theo hinh dnh va giéng Chutia,” ngai néi,
“chung ta tin ring tdt ca ching ta deu c6
nhin phim va gid tri.”

“Chung ta dugc thich thice dé doi xi
v6i nhau bing sy ton trong vi long tric
in,” ngai néi thém. “Tuy nhién, di¢u nay
¢6 thé tré thanh moét co hoi d€ cho thay
ring, bit ké quéc tich, din tdc hay ngon
ngt, ching ta cé thé song chung trong
hoa hgp va binh an.

“Chung ta c6 thé bay to sy phong phu
clia cdc nén vin héa, truyén théng va 1€ hoi
v6i vé dep va su séng dong ctia cudc sdng,”
ngai néi. “Chung ta c6 thé bay to syt t€ v
long bdc 4i d6i véi nhau.”

p A
Puc Giam Muc Buddy F. Charles
Thang 10, nam 1936 - Thang 3, nam 1966

Puc Giam Muc Furey J. Francis
Thang 3, nam 1966 - Thang 5, nam 1969

WY

R A

Puc Giam Muc Maher T. Leo
Thang 10, nam 1969 - Thang 7, nam 1990

&

Puc Giam Muc Brom H. Robert
Thang 7, nam 1990 - Thang 9, nam 2013
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Cong Pong Cong Giao Viét Nam Phat
Trién Manh Mé Trong 50 Nim

Bdi Aida Bustos

Khi duge tin phong, Ptrc Gidm muc
Michael Pham sé tr& thanh vi gidm muc
ngudi Viét du tién linh dao mot gido phin
tai Hoa Ky. Ngai dén cting gia dinh tai San
Diego vao nim 1985, ching cudi ctia hanh
trinh bit ddu mot thip nién trude d6, khi
ho di tdu thodt khoi quin doi Cong sin
dang ti€én vao mién Nam.

That viy, ngudi Cong gido Viét Nam bit
diu dén khu vyc ndy tir nim 1975. Giai D6
12 mot rong nhtng ngudi dau tién. Lac 46,
ong 17 tudi. Ong, cha me va cdc anh chiem
d3 roi khoi Viét Nam khi Sai Gon that tha
va chinh quyen v6i chinh sdch 4p btc cta
Cong san lén ndm quyén vio ngay 30 thing
4 nim do.

“Vao dung ngiy dd, ching t6i roi hai
cang Ving Tau trén mot chiée thuyén dédnh
cd nho,” 6ng nhé lai. “Ching t6i ra khoi va
may min dugc mdt con thu My ctu vét.”

Gia dinh D6 dugc dua dén cin ctr quin
sy Camp Pendleton. Sau d6 ho dugc gido
x¢ Thdnh Martind thanh Tours tai thanh
phé La Mesa bao trg, gitp ho dinh cu tai
San Diego.

Gia dinh D4 14 thanh vién ctia cong dong
Coéng gido nhé nhung nhiét thanh & Viét
Nam, noi cdc nhi truyén gido Au Chau,
nhit 14 cdc linh muyc thira sai dong Teén tiy
Bo Dao Nha va Phdp, di gi6i thiéu dic Tin
Cong gido tir thé ky 16. Phit gido 1a ton
gido c6 nhitu tin hitu nhit & Viét Nam.

Nhing gia dinh Cong gido dau tién dén
San Diego bit diu tim noi d€ thd phugng.
Ho di lién két v6i nhau va tim cich t§
chtrc Thdnh 1€ bing tiéng Viét. Nha tho St.
Columba 12 noi thdnh I& tiéng Viét du tién
duoc ctt hanh.

“Chi ¢6 khoiang 10 dén 20 ngudi ching
t6i tu hop tai Thdnh 1€ tiéng Viét dau tién
dé,” 6ng nhé lai.

Cong dong non tré nhanh chéng 8 chie
vabit dau c6 Thanh 1€ bing tiéng Viét hang
tuin tai Gido xt Thdnh Gia, noi D6 va gia
dinh tr& nén thanh vién. Gido x& niy sau
d6 trd thanh mot noi sinh hoat chti yéu ban
diu cta Cong ddong Cong gido Viét Nam
tai San Diego, vdi chinh dng D3 tr& thanh
mot trong nhing ngudi lanh dao.

Khi ngay cang nhitu nguoi Cong gido
Viét Nam dén, ho m& rong sang nhiéu
gido x¢ hon noi Thdnh 1& hing tuin
dugc t8 chirc bing tiéng Viét. Cic cong
doan ban dau dugce thanh ldp tai cdc gido
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Néim 2010, Cha Pham Michael citng véi Tr. Nbw Lun va Tr. Dat D6 tai Doan Thdnh Gia, ky niém 16 ndm

thanh ldp Doan.

x# Thinh Gia & Linda Vista, Thinh
Phanxico thanh Assisi & Vista (cdng doan
nay hién di chuyén dén St. Thomas More
& Oceanside), va DPttic Me Khiét TAm & San
Diego. Sau nay, cic cong doan Chaa Chién
Lanh & Mira Mesa va Chta Thénh Linh &
Oak Park ciing dugc thanh l4p.

Nhing ngudi Viét ti nan di tip hop lai
dé thanh 1ap Cong dong Cong gido Viét
Nam tai San Diego. Nim 1977, Dtic Gidm
muc Leo T. Maher phé chuidn di¢u 1¢ va

quy ché cta cdng dong, va cdc thanh vién
bit dau hop tdc vdi gido phin vi cdc cong
dong vin héa khic.

Vao thdng 11 nim 1979, cdng dong t6
chttc Dai 1€ Cic Thinh T Dao Viét Nam
dau tién ctia gido phin, do Pc Gidm muc
Mabher ¢t hanh cung véi cdc linh muc My
v Viét Nam dong té. Diy 13 thdnh 1€ ky
niém c6 tinh chdt vin héa quan trong nhit
ctia cdng dong, tudng nhd Céc Thinh t
dao vi dtc tin tai Viét Nam trong céc thé

Puc Giam Muc Flores Cirilo
Thang 9, nam 2013 - Thang 9, nam 2014
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Buc Hong Y McElroy W. Robert

Thang 4, nam 2015 - Thang 3, nam 2025
e

Puc Giam Muc Pham M. Michael
Thang 7, nam 2025
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kj 17, 18 va 19.

D6 nhé lai vai trd linh dao cta Cha
Pham khi dé 13 cha x& ctia Gido xt Thinh
Gia, noi ngai phuc vu trong 11 nim, cho
dén thing 6 nim 2014. Ong néi ring Cha
Pham ¢6 muc tiéu két hiép tit ci cdc nén
vin héa trong gido x& d€ cting nhau sinh
hoat vi tin tung dtrc Tin.

Cha Pham khéi xuéng thdnh 1& da
ngdn ngl vio nhing ngiy dic biét, bao
gdm thénh 1& Vong Phuyc Sinh. Ngai ciing
mdi cde cdng doan cling hop téc trong tit
ca cdc 1€ hoi 16n cta gido xt. Ngai dua
cdc vi linh dao cdc cong doan sic toc vao
Hoéi dong Muc vu clia gido x@, noi ho hd
trg ngai trong viée dua ra cdc quyét dinh
quan trong.

“Ngai huéng din chung tdi hoa nhip véi
gido xt, ditu ndy thyc sy rit quan trong
déi véi chiing t6i la mét cong doan clia gido
x@,” dng nhé lai.

Su hudng din d6 da trd thanh mé hinh
cho cdch thitc Cong dong hoat dong tai cic
gido xt khdc ¢6 sy hién dién cta gido din
Viét Nam va cdch ho hgp téc véi gido phén,
ong noi.

Ngay nay, Cong dong Cong gido Viét
Nam ¢6 tir 7.000 dén 8.000 tin hdu trén
toan khu vyc San Diego, theo dng Hitn
Nguyén, cht tich Cong dong. C6 vai linh
muc Viét Nam dang phuc vu trong gido
phan. Phong trao Thi¢u Nhi Thénh Thé
day ddc tin, lanh dao va su phuc vy cho tré
em va thi€u nién, c6 hon 500 thanh vién.

Ciéc thanh vién trong Cong dong déng
vai tro tich cyc tai cdc gido x& noi ho ¢6 su
hién dién ding ké. D4 la cdc gido x& Thinh
Gia, Chta Thdnh Linh, DPtc Me Thinh
Tam vi Chta Chién Lanh & San Diego v
Gido x¢ Thinh Toma More & Oceanside.
Nhing gido x& ndy c@ hanh it nhit mot
Thdnh & bing tiéng Viét hang tuin, cé noi
13 hai. Tuy nhién, nhiéu thanh vién gio ddy
ndi tiéng Anh va chon tham dy Thinh 1&
bing ngdn ngt nay.

Va céc thanh vién Cong dong déng vai
tro tich cyc trong gido phin, noi mét ngudi
trong s& ho gi¢ ddy dang tr& thinh gidm
muc cta gido phén.
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Cha Pham khdi xudng lai L Hpi Oktoberfest bing ndm tai Gido Xut Chiia Chién Lanh. Hinh dnb cia Cha Pham vi quy anb em Lién Minb Thdnb Tédm tai Lé Hgi Okroberfest vio ndm 2022.

Tam tinh cua giao dan gui dén BDuc Cha Pham

Toi da dugc Ptic Cha b8 nhiém lam ca
trudng Ca doan Phuc Sinh. DBc Cha la
vi linh muc luén nghi cich dé€ phdt trién
gido xt khong phén biét sic din. Ngai chu
trong dén sy tham duy tich cyc cta gido
din trong thdnh I&, khong phai di xem 1&
ma 1a cung linh muc c& hanh thdnh I&.
Ngai khuyén khich ca doan hét nhirng bai
thianh ca quen thuéc dé€ gido din c6 thé
cung ding tiéng hdt 1én Thién Chta. Duc
Cha thtc ddy gido din trong toan gido
Xt séng dtrc tin qua nhng sinh hoat ctia
cong doan va sinh hoat chung cta gido x&
nhu géi binh chung, héi chg gido x1, va
céc thdnh 1€ da sic tdc nhu 1€ vong Phuc
sinh va 1€ Tiéc Ly. M6t lan, t6i nghe mot
gido din ndi thé nay: ‘cha oi, cha ding
chay ma di dugc roi d€ ching con méi
theo kip.” Nguyén xin Chda Thdnh Thin
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phtt trg va ban on thinh cho Bc Cha dé
ngai chu toan s vu dugc giao phé.
Ding Nga, Gido xit Thdnh Gia

Tbi dugc biét cha Michael Pham hon 20
trudc, khi cha duge bé nhiém [am chdnh x&
tai gido x¥ Thdnh Gia. Cha Michael Pham
I3 mot linh muc rit thin thién, lu6n khiém
t6n va gan gai véi hét moi ngudi trong gido
x@. Cha con dic biét dugc Chaa ban cho
kha ning nhé TEN rit tdt, va didu nay lam
cho hiu hét gido din trong gido x ludn
cam thay thitvinh dy vi cha 43 nhé tén ctia
ho méi lan gip mit. Céc con cla tdi cling
khong ngoai 1§, cdc chdu thudng vé nha ty
hio khoe véi giong diy thdn phuc: “Me oi!
Cha Michael nhé tén ctia con d6 me!”

Riéng ban thin t6i, t6i con nhé t6i di

rdt cm dong khi hang nim cha Michael
Pham di ldi xe gin 3 ti€ng dong ho (di va
ve), dé diing com tdi véi nhém Gido Ly
Vién chung t6i méi khi chtng tdi tham du
LA Religious Education Congress. Mic du
rdt bn ron v6i nhitu cong tic muc vy cudi
tudn, nhung cha vin hy sinh danh thoi gian
quan tim, ning d& tinh thin cta ca nhém.
Chung t6i rit biét on cha. Gi¢ déy, cha
Michael Pham di dugec Pic Thinh Cha
Leo XIV bé nhiém lam Dtc Gidm Muc
ctia dia phin San Diego. Téi ta on Chuda va
cam on Pdc Cha di quing dai dén nhin
trong trich méi ma Chda di giao phd.
Nguyén xin Thién Chta luén dong hanh,
soi din va ning d6 Dtc Cha trong st mang
chin dit doan chién ctia Nguai.

Truong Bich Ngoc, Gido xi Thdnh Gia

Cha Pham ciing Hgi Dong Muc Vie Cong Doin Chia Chién Lanh ddng buong trong Thanb Lé mirng Tét Nguyén Din - Quy Mdio 2023.

béi véi o1, Pttc Cha Michael la ngudi
rdt hoat bt, thin thién, gin gti véi tit ca
moi ngudi.

Vao nhiing nim diu, Khi Dtic Cha dugce
bé nhiém lam Chinh x& Holy Family. Toi
khong ¢6 dip ti€p xtc véi Bac Cha. Cho
dén nim 2007, khi toi gli con gdi dén
trudng hoc preschool, t6i mdéi ¢é dip gip
gd Dac Cha.

bitu lam toi rit 4n twgng vé Dtic Cha,
12 méi sdng Dtrc Cha ditng & parking lot dé
dén hoc sinh va chao héi phy huynh véi nu
cudi ludn trén moi. Tir dé, dan din t6i ¢
dip lam quen va tim sy véi Dtrc Cha veé gia
dinh, con cdi, cong viéc lam... chinh sy thin
thién ctia Diic Cha di lam cho tdi cim thdy
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va Hpi Legio Mariae vao thiang 9, ndm 2023.
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rét thodi méi khi néi chuyén véi Ngai.

Dic biét nira 1a BPic Cha cé moét tri nhd
rit siéu. Trong trudng c6 khoing 200 hoc
sinh nhung Dc Cha vin nhd tiing tén.

Sau nay, khi DPdc Cha duge bé nhiém
dén ché mdéi, nhung méi lan c6 dip vé lai
Gido xtt Holy Family ding Thinh L& Pic
Cha vin khong quén hoi thim ve gia dinh
cua toi.

HodﬂgA’nh Tiuyét, Gido Xut Thdnh Gia

Toi la cu din viing Linda Vista va la gido
din cta gido x&@ Thinh Gia tir nim 1998
cho dén nay. T6i nhé Bttc cha Pham Minh
Cuong (Tén Viét nam clia ngai) dén nhén
chitc vu cha chinh x vio dau nhitng nim
2000 va vao thai diém d6 ngai 14 linh muc
Viét Nam d4u tién tai gido phin San Diego
gitt trdch nhiém coi séc toan bd cong viée
muc vu cia mét gido xd.

Trong béi cinh nhting nim diu khi ngai
lam cha chinh xt tai Holy Family Church
noi ¢é da sic din bao gom ngudi My bin
xt, cong dong ngudi ME Tiy Co, cong
dong Phi Luit Tén, v cong dong ngudi
Viét nam, theo nhin xét ¢4 nhin tdi, ngai
lam viéc theo kiéu cdch thing thin, minh
bach, va theo qui tic ludt I¢ vA t6i nghi d6
la cdch quan tri ma ngai da dugc hoc va 4p
dung khi gitip x@ & cdc gido x& trude dé.
Véi cong dong gido din Viét Nam, cich
quan tri ctia ngdi trong hai ba nim dau dai
v6i cdc doan thé hay cd nhin di c6 nhing
xung khic, di biét. Tuy nhién, to6i nhin
thdy ngi lai 12 mot ngudi ¢6 thién chi va
nhin nai. Diém hay clia ngai 12 biét ling
nghe va ¢6 tai ghi nhé tiing vu viée xay ra.

Véi nhitng uu diém trén cta ngai va véi
tinh thin déi méi gido x&¢ Thinh Gia néi
chung vi cong dong gido din viét nam néi
riéng, ngai di tiing budc udn nin chi day
va nhic nhé moi ngudi tinh thin hing
say 1am viéc chung cta gido x@&. Dan din
theo thdng nim, nhiing xung khic da voi
di ma thay vio dé 1a tinh thuong yéu, qui
mén cha cdc gido din danh cho ngii ngdy
cang ding cao. Dudi sy quan tri ctia ngai
moi sic tdc cing nhu cic hoi doan khong
con tinh trang phin biét nhung chung tay

hop tic déng gbp trong cic cong viée clia
gido x ching han nhu t8 chdc hoi chg
mua thu, xdy dung tu b6 nha thg, chuong
trinh phung vu 1€ Gidng Sinh va Phuyc Sinh,
chuong trinh day gido ly....

Coéng doan Viét nam tai gido x¥ Thdnh
Gia bao gom hdi cdc ba me cong gido, hoi
gia trudng, ca doan Phuc sinh, doan thiu
nhi thénh thé, trudng day gido ly va lép
Viét nglt ¢6 dugc su trudng thanh ngly
hém nay mét cdng do ngai tin tim huéng
din chi bao vi ning d6. Cong doan Viét
nam c6 thém ngudi ghi danh vao gido x&
cing do tinh thin hi€u khich vi vui vé
chio dén caa ngai.

Gido x& Thidnh Gia vinh hanh khi nghe
tin ngdi dugc b8 nhiém lim gidm muc
chdnh toa gido phin San Diego. Riéng c4
nhin t6i, t6i cdim nhin & ngai moét tinh
thin kién trl vitng manh trong s vy mang
tin mirng ctia Chda cho moi ngudi trong

va ngodi gido hoi. Toi yéu qui ngai vi ciu
nguyén cho ngai luén dugc on cta Chua
Thdnh Thin soi sdng trong khi ngai thuc
hién s vu coi séc gido phén.

Dao Ditc Tan, Gido xu Thanh Gia

Con tén la Nguyén Thi Kiéu Vin la gido
dan ctia nha thd Thénh Gia. Con dugc tiép
xtc gip g& dirc cha khi ngai Iam cha x@ ctia
gido x¢ Thianh Gia. Trudc diy vio nim
2007 va 2028, con va chong con dugc cha
huéng din chuin bi cho ngiy linh nhin
bi tich hon phéi tai gido x¢ Thanh Gia.
Ltc d6 cha rit t4n tim hudng din va gitp
ching con cdc viéc ¢t hanh trong nha ths
tr khai diu cho dén ngay t8 chic 1€ thanh
hén. Sau nay con céi ctia ching con ciing
dugc cha lam phép rira t6i va cho ghi danh
tham dy hoc trudng miu gido ctia nha the
gido xt&t Thdnh Gia. Cha cing rit 4n cin

ST A

Pric Maria, Me ciia Gido H — biéu tuong cho cdc nén vin hoa trong gido phdn — dong banb cing Cha
Pham trong Thdnb Lé Chiia Thdnk Thin Hi¢n Xudng, ndm 2023.
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Diic Cha Pham ddng Thdnb L& diu tién sau kbi dugc tin phong Gidm Muc tai Gido Xt Chiia Chién Lanh. Didc Cha Pham chup binb lun niém ciung véi Cha Phan An, Cha Qudn Nbiém Céng Doin Chia Chién Lank

thim hoi vi nhé tén nhiing ngudi anh trai
cta con khi cdc anh trd vé thim nha va gip
cha tai nha thd chinh diu nay khién céc
anh ctia con rit ngac nhién vi mirng vui.

Con mén chic ddc cha diy tran on
Chtia va binh an manh khoe.

Vin Nguyén, Gido xit Thdnh Gia

Trong thdi gian dau khi Cha Cudng méi
dén cdng doan gido xt Chia Chién Lanh,
vio mua he nim 2016, t6i thudng thay Cha
di trong nha thd bit tay va chio héi gido
dén trudc Thénh L& Khi 4y t6i thudng c§
ging trinh mit Cha, vi tif trudc dén nay toi
chua tirng thdy vi linh muc ndo lam nhu
viy, va cting vi chua quen bi€t Cha nén
t0i khong mudn tiép xtc hay trd chuyén
nhitu. D&i véi tdi, mot ngudi chwa phai
12 kit6 gido va chi tham dy Thdnh LE véi
chdng va con nhu nhng sinh hoat khéc.

Chinh sy hién dién kién trl, thdi d6 gan
gai va tim long quan tdm chén thinh cta
Cha di khién t6i bit dau cim nhin duoc
noi Cha mot tinh than nhiét huyét va sy
thin thién, tr d6 t6i cé thién cam vi kinh
trong Cha hon. Sau nay, khi tdi v chdng
¢6 co hoi cong tic v8i Cha trong cdc sinh
hoat ctia cong doan, t6i mdi thit sy hiéu
va cam phyc con ngudi cia Cha hon nia.
Qua nhtng lan cting lam viée, i dugc hoc
hoi rit nhieu tir Cha: tir tinh than phuc vy,
su tn tyy va khiém nhudng, dén kha ning
lanh dao diy khon ngoan va tim nhin rong
md. Cha Cudng ludn la ngudi din dic,
khich 1¢ cong doan Viét Nam séng hiép
nhit v dong hanh chit ché véi gido xir
Chda Chién Lanh.

Chinh nh¢ nhting trai nghiém quy bdu
dé vA sau nhiéu nim cing gia dinh sinh
hoat tai gido x& Chiia Chién Lanh. Toi da
quyét dinh ghi danh hoc gido lj, v Cha
Cuding di ria toi cho t6i d€ trd thanh con
Thién Chua. To6i va chong t6i vo cling biét
on Cha Cudng di gitip cho tdi trén hanh
trinh dtic tin. Nguyén xin Thién Chua ti€p
tuc dong hanh va tu6én d6 mudn on lanh
trén Dtc Cha trong st vu méi lam Gidm
Muc Gido Phin San Diego.

Bdo & Hoa Truong,
Gido Xt Chiia Chién Lanh
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On behalt of Holy Cross

Cemete?y, we o#ur
sincere%tions
on youriappol

as Bishop.

As our new shepherd,
may your leadership

be a source of unity,
strength, and hopetor
the Church of San Diego.

May God guide you
In your new role.

Bishop Michael Pham
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