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God Bless 
Pope Leo!

Pages 9-12
WELCOME! Catholics around the world began to get to know their new shepherd, Pope Leo XIV, the first U.S.-born pontiff in the Church’s history. On May 18, he greeted the estimated 150,000 faithful who 
had gathered in St. Peter’s Square for his inauguration Mass.
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Homegrown Bishop
Pope Appoints Bishop Pham  
to Lead San Diego Diocese
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By Richard Szczepanowski

 HYATTSVILLE, 
Md. —The 
election of 

Cardinal Robert F. Prevost 
as Pope Leo XIV shows 
“truly God was at work” 
in providing the Church 
with “a great treasure we 
have in our shepherd,” 
Washington Cardinal 
Robert W. McElroy said.

“I’ve known Cardinal Prevost for 
several years, he’s a very good man. 
He’s bright, he’s faith-filled, he’s kind, 
he’s patient. He’s a very hard worker,” 
Cardinal McElroy said. “He will be a 
splendid shepherd.”

Cardinal McElroy made his remarks 
during a noonday Mass on May 14 at 
the Archdiocesan Pastoral Center that 
was offered in thanksgiving for the 
election of Pope Leo XIV.

Noting that Pope Leo “had a won-
derful relationship with the late 
pope,” Cardinal McElroy said the new 
pope “will follow much in the path of 
Pope Francis, but he will set his own 
pathway.”

Cardinal McElroy was among the 
133 cardinals — and one of 11 who are 
either from, or have direct ties, to the 
United States — who entered the con-
clave May 7 to choose the 267th pope. 
Cardinal Prevost was elected on the 
second day of the conclave, surprising 
many Vatican watchers at how quickly 
the voting went.

The conclave began on May 7, “and 
as the grace of God moved, it became 
overwhelmingly clear we were moving 
toward Cardinal Prevost,” Cardinal 
McElroy said.

“And you could see on the second 
day, it was becoming clear we were 
coming together for Cardinal Prevost. 

You could see the joy in everybody’s 
faces, no matter who they came in for 
originally, there was a joy there in the 
sense that truly God was at work,” 
Cardinal McElroy said.

Cardinal McElroy noted that the 
differences among the candidates for 
pope — such as where they are from 
or what have they done — “became 
very secondary.”

“All the factors that seemed to com-
plicate the choice (of a new pope) 
dissolved in a moment of real grace,” 
the cardinal said, as the members of 
the conclave focused on “where is the 
grace of God calling us to move in the 
life of the Church, and who is God 
calling us to choose for this position?”

Participating in the conclave proved 

to be “a profoundly deep spiritual ex-
perience,” Cardinal McElroy said. He 
noted that as the cardinals processed 
into the Sistine Chapel, the choir 
chanted the Litany of Saints, “which 
reminds us that in this very import-
ant moment, we are not only praying 
among ourselves, and the people on 
earth, (but) the people in the king-
dom of heaven, all those who have 
gone before us, the saints, are joining 
us in this task.”

“We were instruments of God’s 
grace, but it was God’s grace that was 
manifest and palpable in everything 
we were doing, and that joy was just 
overwhelming,” Cardinal McElroy said.

He said that because his seat in the 
chapel was underneath the ceiling 
fresco of “The Creation of Adam” 
painted by Michelangelo and facing 
the artist’s depiction of “The Last 
Judgment,” “it’s hard not to be over-
come with a sense of God’s presence 
and God’s grace.”
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Confirmation season continues as Bishop Michael Pham and Auxiliary Bishops Ramón Bejarano and Felipe Pulido criss-
cross San Diego and Imperial counties to confer the sacrament. They will have confirmed nearly 4,000 when Bishop Pham 
presides over the final Mass on June 21 at St. Catherine Labouré Parish. On May 20, Bishop Bejarano confirmed 128 young 
people at Mission San Luis Rey Parish, accompanied by Father Edgardo Jara, OFM. He anointed the forehead of each can-
didate with sacred chrism and, in conjunction with the laying on of hands, said, “Be sealed with the gift of the Holy Spirit.”

Coverage Inside
Pope Leo XIV shares 
his priorities. Page 9 

Local Augustinian 
priests rejoice.  Page 10

‘God Was at Work’ at Conclave
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THANKSGIVING: Cardinal Robert W. McElroy celebrated a Mass to mark the election of Pope 
Leo XIV at the chapel of the Archdiocese of Washington, on May 14.

New Gift
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By Denis Grasska

 The Diocese of  
San Diego is about 
to welcome three 

new priests.

Transitional Deacons Brian Frulla, 
Anthony Jimenez and Jesse Lopez will 
be ordained to the priesthood by Aux-
iliary Bishop Ramón Bejarano during 
an ordination Mass celebrated at 10 
a.m., Saturday, June 14, at St. Thérèse 
of Carmel Church.

On Dec. 7 of last year, Cardinal 
Robert W. McElroy ordained the 
three men to the transitional diacon-
ate during a Mass at The Immaculata 
Church. Ordination to the transitional 
diaconate represents the penultimate 
step in the path to priestly ordination, 
when seminarians formally commit 
themselves to lives of celibacy, prayer, 
and obedience to their bishop.

Effective July 1, the newly ordained 
priests will begin their first assign-
ments as associate pastors — Frulla 
at St. Therese Parish in Del Cerro, 
Jimenez at St. John of the Cross Par-
ish in Lemon Grove, and Lopez at St. 
Mark Parish in San Marcos.

Deacon Brian Frulla
“I am extreme-

ly excited and 
extremely ner-
vous because it 
is such a great 
gift as well as a 
great respon-
sibility,” said 

Deacon Frulla, 28, reflecting on his 
upcoming ordination.

The Escondido native, who attend-
ed Resurrection Parish, said the “first 
seed” of his priestly vocation was 
planted when he was 15. He recalled 
having “a profound experience with 
the Eucharist at a confirmation re-
treat” and, the next day, being asked 
by one of the chaperones if he had 
ever considered becoming a priest.

“That call laid dormant until my final 
year of college,” said Deacon Frulla, 
who majored in Chemical Engineering 
at the University of California, San Di-
ego. “I received a special grace where 
I felt a strong desire to go to Mass and 
the Blessed Sacrament chapel every 
day for an entire month. At the end 
of that month, I felt God calling me to 
the seminary.”

Previously, he had worked as a math 
and science tutor, as well as a musi-
cian performing in coffee shops and at 
retreat centers, and had aspired to a 
STEM-related career.

While still a transitional deacon, 
Frulla officiated his first wedding.

“Standing there in that moment as 
the ordained minister,” he said, “I felt 
like I was in the right place, about to 
step into my vocation.”

“I look forward to the joys of being 
invited into the many moments of peo-
ple’s lives,” he said. “The sacraments 
touch on birth, death and everything 
in between. I am honored to be pres-

ent for the profound and the mundane 
parts of that ‘in between.’”

Deacon Anthony 
Jimenez

With the date 
of his priestly or-
dination drawing 
nearer, 43-year-
old Deacon 
Jimenez said, “I 
am very happy. 
I feel a sense of 

peace and joy that God brought me to 
this place. I feel a great sense of hope.”

Originally from La Mesa, Deacon 
Jimenez was a member of St. Martin of 
Tours Parish and attended St. Martin of 
Tours Academy and the University of 
San Diego High School, whose legacy 
continues today at Cathedral Catholic 
High School. 

He was “always active” in parish life, 
first as an altar server and later as a lec-
tor and extraordinary minister of Holy 
Communion.

Deacon Jimenez earned a bachelor’s 
in Government and Politics at Hum-
boldt State University, now known as 

Cal Poly Humboldt, in 2006.
Before entering the seminary, Dea-

con Jimenez taught junior high math at 
Holy Trinity School in El Cajon — a job 
he continued as a seminarian during 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

“While I was very happy in my career, 
I always felt like God might be calling 
me to priesthood,” he said, explaining 
that “something clicked” the year be-
fore he entered the seminary.

Deacon Jimenez reflected on what 
priesthood means, explaining that he 
views it as “all about walking with oth-
ers on their journey.”

“It is about sharing the Good News 
that God is with us and invites us into 
his life,” he said. “Living and sharing 
this reality is cause for great joy.”

“There is so much to look forward 
to,” he said. “I am looking forward to 
journeying with couples preparing 
for marriage. I am looking forward to 
bringing the presence of God to others 
through the sacraments. I look forward 
to entering into people’s lives, wherev-
er they are in their faith journey, and 
accompany them along the way.” 

Deacon Jesse Lopez
Originally from 

Illinois, Deacon 
Lopez attended 
the University of 
San Diego, earn-
ing a bachelor’s 
in Business Ad-
ministration. In 

2017, he returned to San Diego about 
12 years after his graduation, and be-
came a parishioner of The Immaculata 
Parish, located on the USD campus.

Deacon Lopez, 44, “always thought” 
that his future would include a family, 
a career and a house of his own.

“That’s exactly the path I was mov-
ing along,” said Deacon Lopez, who 
had worked in finance, management 
and human resources prior to enter-
ing the seminary.

“As a late vocation, I took a much 
longer and windier road than most 
men in the program discerning the 
priesthood,” he said. But he recog-
nized “a void in my life.”

“As we all know, it only gets hard-
er and harder trying to fill a void that 
is only meant to be filled by God,” 
he said.

For Deacon Lopez, what made the 
priesthood attractive was the promise 
of “a purpose that leads to a life filled 
with significance and value beyond 
just myself.”

As a transitional deacon, Lopez al-
ready has been able “to recognize real 
joy in service.”

“My greatest hope for this first 
assignment of my priesthood is to 
continue to grow,” he said. “Through 
example and service, I hope to em-
body the love and mercy of Christ and 
be a bridge for others to come closer 
to Him.”
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FUTURE PRIESTS: Deacons Brian Frulla, Anthony Jimenez and Jesse Lopez pose with Cardinal Robert W. McElroy after their ordination to the 
transitional diaconate on Dec. 7 of last year at The Immaculata Church. The trio will be ordained to the priesthood on June 14.

Diocese to Ordain Three to Priesthood

Ordination Mass
The Catholic community is invited to the ordination 
of three men to the priesthood for the Diocese 
of San Diego — transitional Deacons Brian Frulla, 
Anthony Jimenez and Jesse Lopez.

The Mass will be on Saturday, June 14, at 10 a.m.,  
at St. Thérèse of Carmel Church, 4355 Del Mar Trails 
Road, San Diego. Auxiliary Bishop Ramón Bejarano 
will celebrate the Mass, accompanied by clergy 
from across the region and beyond.

The ordination also will be livestreamed at 
sdcatholic.org/ordination2025.
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By Denis Grasska

 Two Eucharistic 
pilgrimages will 
converge in San 

Diego on the same day in 
mid-June.

From June 16 to 18, local Catholics 
will have the opportunity to join the 
pilgrims at a series of events, includ-
ing a Eucharistic procession in Balboa 
Park and a free concert at Bonita Cove 
Park in Mission Bay.

Camino de California, an organi-
zation that offers pilgrimages to the 
21 historic California missions, will 
set out on June 6 from Mission San 
Francisco Solano on its California 
Eucharistic Pilgrimage, which will 
arrive June 16 at Mission San Diego 
de Alcalá.

The National Eucharistic Pilgrimage 
(St. Katharine Drexel Route), which 
began May 18 in Indianapolis, the site 
of last year’s 10th National Eucharistic 
Congress, will wend its way through 
the Midwest and southwestern United 
States, also arriving in San Diego on 
June 16.

On June 18, both pilgrimages will 
continue their journey northward to-
ward the Archdiocese of Los Angeles, 
where they will arrive June 20 and cel-
ebrate the Solemnity of the Most Holy 
Body and Blood of Christ, also known 

as Corpus Christi, on June 22.
From June 16 to 18, both groups 

will participate in various events in 
San Diego, which local Catholics are 
invited to attend.

The pilgrims will gather for a 7 p.m. 
Mass, June 16, at Mission San Diego 
de Alcalá, followed by a holy hour with 
Eucharistic adoration and Benedic-
tion in the parish’s St. Francis Chapel.

On June 17, the National Eucharis-
tic Pilgrimage will lead a Eucharistic 

procession in Balboa Park along a 
one-mile loop, beginning at 9 a.m. at 
the corner of Sixth Avenue and Laurel 
Street.

“We don't have many opportunities 
like this for Eucharistic processions … 
This is a really unique opportunity to 
see the Blessed Sacrament in proces-
sion, at Balboa Park of all places,” said 
Deacon Patrick McCay, of St. Brigid 
Parish, a Camino de California board 
member. “It’s going to be amazing.”

Camino de California pilgrims will 
take part in that procession and, at 
10 a.m., will continue it with a pro-
cession to St. Joseph Cathedral in 
downtown San Diego, where they will 
spend about a half-hour in adoration, 
and to Our Lady of the Rosary Parish 
in Little Italy, where they will attend 
the noon Mass.

On June 17, there will be a “Concert 
in the Park” from 3 to 7 p.m. at Bo-
nita Cove Park, with live music, food 
trucks, opportunities for confession, 
and pilgrim testimonies. Attendees 
are encouraged to bring their own 
beach chairs or beach blankets. Am-
ple parking is available.

“It’s a work day,” Deacon McCay ac-
knowledged. “But, hopefully, people 
can get off work early.”

On June 17, the national pilgrims 
will attend a Divine Liturgy with St. 
John the Baptizer Ukrainian Catholic 
Parish from 7 to 9 p.m. at St. Patrick 
Church in North Park.

On June 18, participants in both pil-
grimages will attend the 8 a.m. Mass 
at Mission San Luis Rey in Oceanside, 
with an hour of Eucharistic adoration 
to follow. Adoration will be in the par-
ish church, not the historic church.

Jeff Russell, president of Camino 
de California, said that the upcom-
ing pilgrimage will be “California’s 

Eucharistic Pilgrimages Coming to Diocese

C
O

U
R

TE
SY

 N
A

TI
O

N
A

L 
EU

C
H

A
R

IS
TI

C
 P

IL
G

R
IM

A
G

E

BEHOLD: A priest presides at a Benediction during the National Eucharistic Pilgrimage, whose 
pilgrims will join with others from the Camino de California for a series of local events in June.

Pilgrims Continued on Page 5
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first-ever Eucharistic Pilgrimage to 
all 21 missions.”

“The inspiration for the 2025 Eu-
charistic Pilgrimage,” he said, “sprang 
from multiple attendees of the 2024 
(National Eucharistic Congress) in 
Indianapolis, who had powerful spiri-
tual encounters with Our Lord in the 
Eucharist and the larger community 
of believers and wanted to bring that 
same fire for Our Lord to California.”

Auxiliary Bishop Ramón Bejarano, 
of the Diocese of San Diego, said, “The 
Camino de California Eucharistic Pil-
grimage gives us the blessing to see 
the unity of the Church throughout 
California.

“Taking the Blessed Sacrament from 
the north to the south of the state is 
a reminder that Jesus is always with 
us, that we should never be afraid, 
and that we all, from the beautiful 
California tapestry of different races 
and backgrounds, share one faith, one 
hope and one love,” he said.

Bishop Bejarano said, “I pray this 
pilgrimage revives in the faithful the 
commitment to evangelize and to 
serve and love as Jesus did.”

Deacon McCay became affiliated 
with Camino de California in late 2021, 
shortly after he and his wife walked 
the Camino de Santiago, a famous 
pilgrimage route in Spain, for 35 days.

“I wanted more, and I just see so 
much potential here in California,” he 
said, explaining what attracted him to 

Camino de California.
He acknowledged that something 

like the Camino de Santiago requires 
“a lot of effort,” and “not everybody 
can do that.” He said the events that 
will be held from June 16 through 18 
are a way that everyone can have a 
pilgrimage experience.

“A pilgrimage is really about going 

to a holy site,” he continued, explain-
ing that participants will go to sacred 
spaces — local churches — and ac-
company the Blessed Sacrament in 
procession.

“That's Jesus in the flesh in the 
Blessed Sacrament,” he said, “and 
we’ll be carrying Him with us the 
whole way.”

Pilgrimages, Masses and Concert 
The Catholic community is invited to join a series of events in 
June organized by two organizations, the California Eucharistic 
Pilgrimage and the National Eucharistic Pilgrimage.

Monday, June 16
7-8 p.m.: Mass at Mission San Diego de Alcalá, 10818 Mission 
Road, San Diego 92108
8-9 p.m.: Holy hour and Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament 
at the Mission

Tuesday, June 17
9-10 a.m.: Eucharistic procession from Balboa Park to St. Joseph 
Cathedral, 1535 Third Ave., San Diego 92101. At Balboa Park, 
meet at Sixth Avenue and Laurel Street.
11-11:30 a.m.: Adoration at St. Joseph Cathedral, then a 
Eucharistic procession to Our Lady of the Rosary Church, 1668 
State St.
Noon: Mass at Our Lady of the Rosary
3-7 p.m.: Concert at the Park at Bonita Cove, Mission Bay

Wednesday, June 18
8-9 a.m.: Mass at Mission San Luis Rey, 4050 Mission Ave., 
Oceanside 92057 
9-10 a.m.: Eucharistic Adoration at the Mission

Information:
California Eucharistic Pilgrimage: caminodecalifornia.org
National Eucharistic Pilgrimage: eucharisticpilgrimage.org

Pilgrims Continued from Page 4

 San Rafael 
Parish in Rancho 
Bernardo will 

hold a Pentecost Festival 
to conclude its 50th 
anniversary celebrations.

The event will be held from 1 to 5 
p.m., Sunday, June 8, in the parish 
hall. Preceded by a noon Mass cel-
ebrated by Auxiliary Bishop Ramón 
Bejarano, the festival will include a si-
lent auction, live music, American and 
international food ($1 per serving), 
Bingo and Jeopardy (free), a cake 
walk, and children’s activities.

The parish began its 50th anniver-
sary year celebration on the Feast of 
Sts. Michael, Gabriel and Raphael, 
Archangels, Sept. 29, 2024, with a 
parish picnic. Throughout the year, 
the parish has marked the anniversary 
with a number of spiritual, community 
and celebratory events.

Among other things, the parish 
launched a new parish logo and brand-
ing; unveiled a revamped website; 
installed livestream capabilities; and 
celebrated a Solemn Mass for the Anni-
versary of the Dedication of the Church 
on Feb. 17. A City of San Diego procla-
mation declared April 26, 2025, as “San 
Rafael Day” in recognition of the par-
ish’s dedication to community causes.

San Rafael 
Capping 50th 
with Festival
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MILLION MEAL EVENT
“I was hungry, and you gave me something to eat”

The Million Meal Event provides healthy meals to families facing extreme poverty.

VOLUNTEER OR DONATE 

JUNE 14, 2025

www.ccdsd.org/million-meals-event/

Presented by the Deacons of the 
Diocese of San Diego

Cathedral Catholic High School

For Questions, call:
(858) 490-8211

In collaboration with:

By Denis Grasska

 “A wonderful, 
exciting and 
courageous 

opportunity.”

That’s how Bella Aguilera, a senior 
at Cathedral Catholic High School, 
described a recent pilgrimage that 
she attended through Dons Discover, 
her school’s immersion experience 
program that started this year.

Aguilera was part of a group, 
consisting of 27 students, five adult 
chaperones and one priest, that went 
to Mexico City during Easter break.

The pilgrimage began on Holy 
Thursday, April 17, with the pilgrims’ 
arrival in Mexico City, and concluded 
with their departure on the following 
Wednesday, April 23. It was organized 
by JMJ Youth Pilgrimages.

“This trip was nothing I expected 
it to be,” said Aguilera, “because it 
was everything I needed it to be — 
a culturally binding, faith-immersive 
experience.”

Highlights included Good Friday, 
April 18, at the Basilica of Our Lady 
of Guadalupe, the site of the Virgin 
Mary’s appearance to St. Juan Diego 
in 1531. His tilma, which was imprint-
ed with the miraculous image of the 
Blessed Mother, is displayed at the 
basilica for veneration.

At the basilica, the pilgrims attend-
ed the Good Friday liturgy and Sta-
tions of the Cross. They would pay 

a final visit to the basilica on Easter 
Wednesday before their flight home.

On Easter Sunday, the pilgrims 
spent a day at Chalco Girlstown, a 
Catholic boarding school operated by 
the Sisters of Mary for about 3,000 
young girls living in poverty.

Ysabel (Izzy) Brenner, a sophomore 
at Cathedral Catholic, described Girl-
stown as “everyone’s favorite destina-
tion” of the pilgrimage.

Brenner said the group attended 
Mass with the school’s students who, 
afterwards, greeted their visitors 
with a song “sung with the most an-
gelic voices I’ve ever heard.”

Brenner was paired up with a girl 
named Mariela. Despite Brenner’s 

best efforts to converse with her in 
Spanish, verbal communication was 
challenging.

“We played basketball, walked 
around, and talked as best we could,” 
she said. “I learned about her, and she 
learned about me. Although we had 
such different stories, we became 
really close.” 

“I could see how God was working 
in her life and how important her 
faith was to her. She made me realize 
how incredibly blessed I am, and I 
was immediately filled with gratitude 
upon meeting her,” she said.

Christine LaPorte, a Cathedral 
Catholic teacher and pilgrimage 
chaperone, said that the day at 

Girlstown offered “the rare and mu-
tual gift of carefree timelessness.” 
Because it was Easter Sunday, she 
said, the Girlstown students had no 
classes or commitments.

 “What made the experience unique 
for our students was the effort re-
quired to communicate entirely in 
Spanish and the absence of the usual 
comforts and distractions of home,” 
she said. “Without phones, music 
or social media, they had to be fully 
present.”

“In the end,” said LaPorte, “many 
of our pilgrims came to see that the 
girls of Girlstown were the ones offer-
ing them a form of service — showing 
them joy in simplicity and gratitude 
for living in a community of faith.”

Cathedral Catholic dedicated its 
annual appeal to the Mexico City pil-
grimage, making it possible for all of 
the participants, who were selected 
after a highly competitive application 
process, to attend at no cost.

Brenner said that she is “so grate-
ful” to everyone who made the 
pilgrimage possible and expressed 
hope that “many more will be able 
to deepen their faith through Dons 
Discover.”

Aguilera also found the pilgrimage 
to be “emotional, faith-filled and 
life-shifting.”

“This experience taught us that we 
all are much more similar than differ-
ent,” she said. “Our faith, humanity, 
morals, hope and dignity draw us 
together to create unity.” 

Pilgrimage ‘Everything I Needed It to Be’
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SHRINE: A visit to the Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe was among the highlights of Cathedral 
Catholic High School students’ recent pilgrimage to Mexico City during Easter break.
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Feast of Faith
Experience a colorful feast of languages, cultures, and traditions:

Heritage Exhibits | Ethnic Food Tasting | Live Music 

Let us pray, celebrate, and share the many  
gifts of our universal Church. 

WEAR TRADITIONAL ATTIRE  FREE FAMILY EVENT
adiaz@sdcatholic.org | (858) 490-8306

PENTECOST  
MASS FOR  

ALL PEOPLES

All Are Welcome! 
10 am | Call to Worship

11 am | Mass Celebrated by Auxiliary Bishop Ramón Bejarano
12 pm | Festival of Cultures

Cathedral Catholic High School
5555 Del Mar Heights Rd, San Diego, CA 92130

SATURDAY

J U N E 
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2 0 2 5

Jubilee of Cultural Diversity  
We Are All Called to be Pilgrims of Hope

ONE IN CHRIST

By Denis Grasska

 “It’s more a 
ministry than a 
business,” Mario 

DeBlasio said of Holy Cross 
Catholic Cemetery and 
Mausoleum.

DeBlasio, 81, was the cemetery’s 
general manager for 27 years, before 
retiring on March 31.

For grieving families, he worked to 
make a challenging situation as easy 
as possible.

DeBlasio told The Southern Cross 
that some of the most rewarding mo-
ments of his job were when he met 
with families who were “really stress-
ing and … crying” when they showed 
up, but who were “thanking me and 
smiling” when they left.

Over the years, when pastors 
reached out to him about families that 
lacked the financial means to bury 
a loved one, he said, the cemetery 
would inter them at no charge.

A seminarian for the Diocese of San 
Diego from 1965 to 1968, the Italian-
born DeBlasio said that what most 
attracted him to the priesthood was a 
desire for “helping people.”

He ultimately got married and start-
ed a family — with Angeline, his wife 
of 54 years, he has two children and 
three grandchildren — but he found 
in mortuarial work another way to 
help others.

For some, being surrounded by 

reminders of mortality might seem 
depressing, but that wasn’t the case 
for DeBlasio.

“You’re not concentrating on the 
fact of the death,” he said. “You’re 
concentrating on trying to see how 
you can help this family going through 
such a difficult time.”

DeBlasio accepted the job of general 
manager of Holy Cross Cemetery in 
March of 1998, after 29 years with Ser-
vice Corporation International (SCI).

The only Catholic diocesan ceme-
tery in San Diego County, Holy Cross 
is the final resting place for about 
70,000 people. Of that number, more 
than 15,000 people were interred 
during DeBlasio’s years at the helm.

Under his watch, the cemetery has 
grown. For example, a two-floor, out-
door mausoleum was completed in 
2002, a maintenance building in 2012, 
and a new office building in 2015.

DeBlasio also coordinated the cem-
etery’s purchase of adjacent property 
that will provide an additional 10 acres 
for much-needed future expansion.

And he coordinated the purchase of 
about 15 acres near St. Thomas More 
Parish in Oceanside as the future site 
of Good Shepherd Catholic Cemetery, 
a second diocesan cemetery for San 
Diego County. 

Now retired, DeBlasio is looking for 
new ways to help.

“In fact,” said DeBlasio, a member 

of St. Gabriel Parish in Poway for 
about nine years, “my wife already 
volunteered me for the church to do 
things there.”

For almost 30 years, Msgr. Dennis 
Mikulanis served on either the advi-
sory board of Holy Cross Cemetery 
or as diocesan director of cemeteries, 
before retiring in 2023.

“I really can’t say enough good 
about Mario as a person, faithful Cath-
olic and exemplary manager of Holy 
Cross,” he said. 

He said that DeBlasio “went out of 
his way to do ‘little’ things that needed 
to be done, without any expectation 
of notice or thanks,” and was “instru-
mental in pulling the cemetery and 
mausoleum out of debt,” among other 
achievements.

Msgr. Mikulanis’ successor as dioc-
esan director of cemeteries, Father 
Efrain Bautista, praised DeBlasio for 
his “great heart, one of service.”

“Mario was really an institution at 
Holy Cross,” said Father Bautista. “No 
one can think about Holy Cross with-
out thinking also of Mario.”

Father Michael Robinson, a member 
of the cemetery’s advisory board, not-
ed that DeBlasio “always had a smile 
and a positive attitude that signaled 
that we could meet the needs of the 
people that we served.”

“In his work at Holy Cross,” he said, 
“Mario truly was accomplishing a spir-
itual work of mercy.”

Cemetery Manager Leaves Tender Legacy 

C
O

U
R

TE
SY

 M
A

R
IO

 D
EB

LA
SI

O

LONG-SERVING: From left, Mario DeBlasio, retired general manager of Holy Cross Catholic 
Cemetery and Mausoleum, is seen with Bishop Robert H. Brom and Msgr. Francis Pattison, then 
director of diocesan cemeteries.
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By Aida Bustos

 Joyful. Fun. 
Faithful.

That’s how Deacon 
Mike Daniels describes the Million 
Meal Event, which will be held for the 
fourth time on Saturday, June 14, at 
Cathedral Catholic High School.

“This shows that religion doesn’t 
have to be sad or boring,” he said in 
an interview. 

“I'm happy to be part of something 
that’s such a joyful way of giving.”

Deacon Daniels, from St. Brigid 
Parish, leads a team of the diocese’s 
deacons and lay leaders who organize 
the event. They collaborate with the 
nonprofit organization Kids Around 
the World.

The event uses volunteers — about 
3,000 of them. Most work in assembly 
lines scooping nutritious grains and 
vitamins and packing them into bags, 
while others shuttle from table to ta-
ble re-stocking materials or providing 
other support.

The goal is to pack 1 million meals 
during two shifts. Half of the meals 
will be distributed to families living 
in extreme poverty in Tijuana, and 
the other half will be delivered to a 
sprawling school for poor children in 
Zambia.

Sound exhausting? Dreary even?
Nothing could be further from the 

truth. With a DJ spinning popular 
tunes, the event is one big party with 
1,500 or so volunteers on hand for 
each two-hour shift. There are mem-
bers of parishes, groups, schools or 

families, working to the beat of the 
music, often singing along. Everyone 
can help, including small children who 
help decorate the boxes for the meals.

“This is an event where the grand-
parents, parents and the kids can 
all participate and work together to 
accomplish something,” the deacon 
said. “They are happy to be part of a 
solution.”

The deacons pound a loud drum 
each time a milestone is reached on 
the way to the million meals, as volun-
teers erupt in cheers.

In past years, the volunteers pack 
the meals so fast — and are having 
such fun — that they don’t want to 
quit when their shift ends.

The raw materials for the event 
cost $300,000, which the deacons are 

working to raise. They are asking for 
donations from individuals, as well as 
parishes and groups. Deacon Daniels 
acknowledges that it’s a sacrifice to 
make a donation in these uncertain 
economic times, yet hopes to be able 
to raise funds enough to pack the mil-
lion meals.

Miguel Cuén and his family turned 
out for last year’s event. The previous 
year, the family, from St. Michael’s Par-
ish in Paradise Hills had packed meals. 
In 2024, they volunteered to distribute 
the raw materials to the tables.

“This is a way to help many people 
at once,” Cuén said. 

Omar Castro and his wife, from St. 
Elizabeth Seton Parish in Carlsbad, 
also had participated in previous years.

“We get to meet new people and 

feed the less fortunate,” he said as he 
was leaving last year’s event.

Around 45 faithful from The Immac-
ulata Parish participated last year as a 
group. Christina José was one of them.

“I’m so glad we did this again this 
year,” she said as she was leaving. “We 
always have fun.”

The diocese’s deacons come togeth-
er to live out their mission to serve 
the needy by coordinating this annual 
event, in collaboration with Catholic 
Charities.

Participating is a way to “live the 
Gospel by feeding the hungry,” the 
deacon said, citing Matthew 25:35.

“So many of us are frustrated trying 
to find ways we can do this,” he said. 
“This event is such a blessing because 
it’s easy, and it’s fun, and it’s doing 
good work.”

Million Meal Event Is ‘Joyful Way of Giving’
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FAMILY FUN: Parishioners from St. Thomas More Parish volunteered at last year’s Million Meal 
Event at Cathedral Catholic High School, packing meals for families living in extreme poverty.

Million Meal Event
Family-friendly event 
organized by the diocese’s 
deacons on Saturday,  
June 14, 2025, at Cathedral 
Catholic High School.

Volunteers are needed for 
shifts to pack meals: 8:30-11 
a.m. and 12:30-3 p.m., and  
for clean-up 3-5 p.m.

To sign up to volunteer or to 
make a donation, visit ccdsd.
org/million-meals-event.

For information, contact 
Deacon Daniels at (858) 361-
1240 or deaconmike 
@saintbrigidparish.org.
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Catholic News Service 

 VATICAN CITY 
— Pope Leo XIV 
formally began his 

ministry as the successor 
of St. Peter by calling for 
“a united Church, a sign 
of unity and communion, 
which becomes a leaven for a 
reconciled world.”

“In this, our time, we still see too 
much discord, too many wounds 
caused by hatred, violence, prejudice, 
the fear of difference and an economic 
paradigm that exploits the Earth’s re-
sources and marginalizes the poorest,” 
the new pope said in his homily during 
his inauguration Mass on May 18.

“For our part, we want to be a small 
leaven of unity, communion and fra-
ternity within the world,” he told the 
estimated 150,000 people gathered in 
and around St. Peter’s Square. “We 
want to say to the world, with hu-
mility and joy: Look to Christ! Come 
closer to him! Welcome his word that 
enlightens and consoles! Listen to his 
offer of love and become his one fami-
ly: ‘In the one Christ, we are one.’”

A version of this quote from St. Au-
gustine is in the pope’s episcopal mot-
to and is featured on his coat of arms.

A Historic Choice
Cardinal Robert F. Prevost, 69, was 

elected in a conclave of 133 cardinal 
electors on the fourth ballot May 8, 
becoming the 267th pope and the first 
North American to occupy the Chair 
of St. Peter. 

A longtime missionary in Peru, 
he served for the past two years as 
prefect of the Vatican’s Dicastery for 
Bishops, assisting Pope Francis in 
choosing bishops for many Latin-rite 
dioceses.

Pope Leo was born Sept. 14, 1955, 
in Chicago, Illinois. He holds a bache-
lor's degree in mathematics from the 
Augustinian-run Villanova University 
in Pennsylvania and joined the order 
in 1977, making his solemn vows in 
1981. He holds a degree in Theology 
from the Catholic Theological Union 
in Chicago and a doctorate from the 
Pontifical University of St. Thomas 
Aquinas in Rome.

He joined the Augustinian mission 
in Peru in 1985 and largely worked 
in the country until 1999, when he 
was elected head of the Augustinians’ 
Chicago-based province. From 2001 to 
2013, he served as prior general of the 
worldwide order. In 2014, Pope Fran-
cis named him bishop of Chiclayo, in 
northern Peru, and the pope asked 
him also to be apostolic administrator 
of Callao, Peru, from April 2020 to 
May 2021.

The new pope speaks English, Span-
ish, Italian, French and Portuguese, 
and can read Latin and German.

First Impressions
“Peace be with you,” were his first 

words from a balcony in St. Peter’s 
Square, where tens of thousands had 
congregated to learn who had been 
elected.

“This is the first greeting of the 
risen Christ, the Good Shepherd who 
gave his life for God's flock,” he said, 
praying that Christ's peace would en-
ter people's hearts, their families and 
“the whole earth.” The peace of the 
risen Lord, he said, is “a peace that is 
unarmed and disarming.”

Pope Leo said that God “loves all 
of us unconditionally” and that the 
Church must be open to everyone.

“We are all in God's hands,” he said, 
so “without fear, united, hand in hand 
with God and with each other, let us 
go forward.”

Starting a Pontificate
Ecumenical and interreligious 

guests and more than 100 government 
delegations joined the new pope for 
his inauguration Mass in St. Peter’s 
Square.

During the inauguration Mass, Pope 
Leo was presented with the woolen 
pallium (special vestment), symboliz-
ing his role as shepherd of the Univer-
sal Church, and the fisherman’s ring, 
evoking St. Peter’s mission to draw 
people into Christ’s net.

Reflecting on the Gospel reading 
from St. John — in which Jesus asks 
St. Peter three times to tend to his 
sheep — Pope Leo said in his homily 
that the ministry of Peter is rooted 
not in authority for its own sake, but 
in love that serves and unites.

The successor of St. Peter, he said, 

“must shepherd the flock without ever 
yielding to the temptation to be an au-
tocrat, lording it over those entrusted 
to him.” Instead, “he is called to serve 
the faith of his brothers and sisters, 
and to walk alongside them.”

“I was chosen, without any merit of 
my own,” said Pope Leo, “and now, 
with fear and trembling, I come to 
you as a brother, who desires to be 
the servant of your faith and your joy, 
walking with you on the path of God’s 
love, for he wants us all to be united in 
one family.”

“With the light and the strength of 
the Holy Spirit, let us build a Church 
founded on God’s love, a sign of unity, 
a missionary Church that opens its 
arms to the world,” he said, calling for 
a Church that “proclaims the Word, 
allows itself to be made ‘restless’ by 
history and becomes a leaven of har-
mony for humanity.”

Sharing His Vision
About a week earlier, in his first for-

mal speech to the College of Cardinals 
in the New Synod Hall at the Vatican, 
Pope Leo shared the reason he chose 
his regnal name and intimated his vi-
sion for his pontificate.

He explained that his name is an 
homage to Pope Leo XIII, recogniz-
ing the need to renew Catholic social 
teaching to face today’s new industrial 
revolution and the developments of 
artificial intelligence “that pose new 
challenges for the defense of human 
dignity, justice and labor.”

In the text of Pope Leo’s talk, he 
said that the Catholic Church is “the 
womb from which we were born and 
at the same time the flock, the field 
entrusted to us to protect and culti-
vate, to nourish with the sacraments 
of salvation and to make fruitful by our 
sowing the seed of the Word, so that, 
steadfast in one accord and enthusias-
tic in mission, she may press forward, 
like the Israelites in the desert, in the 
shadow of the cloud and in the light of 
God’s fire.”

Because of that, the pope asked 
the cardinals to renew together 
their “complete commitment” to the 
Church’s post-Vatican II journey, 
which was detailed in “Evangelii 
Gaudium” (“The Joy of the Gospel”), 
Pope Francis’ 2013 apostolic exhorta-
tion on the proclamation of the Gospel 
in today’s world.

“I would like to highlight several fun-
damental points” from the document, 
he said: “the return to the primacy of 
Christ in proclamation; the missionary 
conversion of the entire Christian 
community; growth in collegiality and 
synodality; attention to the ‘sensus 
fidei’ (the people of God’s sense of the 
faith), especially in its most authentic 
and inclusive forms, such as popular 
piety; loving care for the least and the 
rejected; courageous and trusting dia-
logue with the contemporary world in 
its various components and realities.”

New Pope Calls for Unity in Wounded World

REFLECTION: Pope Leo XIV paused as he greeted the crowds in St. Peter's Square after his election 
as pope on May 8. He is the first U.S.-born pope in history and the first from the Augustinian order.

Pope Continued on Page 11
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By Denis Grasska 

 Within hours 
of the election 
of U.S. Cardinal 

Robert F. Prevost as Pope Leo 
XIV, Augustinian Father Gary 
Sanders emailed him.

About three hours later, he received 
a response.

“Thanks for your message, Gary! You 
are often in my thoughts and prayers, 
and I only ask that you please pray for 
me!” the pope wrote to his fellow Au-
gustinian, before signing off as “Bob.”

Father Sanders, a former Augus-
tinian provincial in California who 
has considered Pope Leo a friend for 
about 45 years, was among many San 
Diegans celebrating the results of the 
recent papal conclave.

Official diocesan congratulations 
came in a statement from Bishop 
Michael Pham, of the Diocese of  
San Diego.

“It is with great joy we greet the 
news that the world has a new pope!” 
Bishop Pham wrote.

“Pope Leo XIV has split his priestly 
life between his beloved Chicago, as-
signments in Rome and serving as a 
missionary and later a diocesan bish-
op in Peru,” he continued.

“We ask that all the People of God 
in the Diocese of San Diego pray for 
Pope Leo, to give him the wisdom, the 
strength and all the other gifts needed 
to guide our Church in these challeng-
ing times,” the bishop wrote.

James Horne, principal of St. Au-
gustine High School, said that news 
of Pope Leo’s election had “ignited 
our campus with an excitement that 
is palpable.”

Pope Leo, then Father Prevost, has 
celebrated Masses at the school, most 
recently in September of 2012 to mark 
its 90th anniversary. (The future pon-
tiff returned to San Diego as bishop of 
the Diocese of Chiclayo, Peru, to or-
dain Augustinian Father Carlos Medi-
na to the priesthood on June 11, 2016, 
at St. Patrick Church in North Park.) 

“The selection of a new pope is not a 
once-in-a-lifetime event,” said Horne. 
“But it is certainly the case that the 
selection of the first American pope 
and an Augustinian with deep con-
nections to the school where you 
minister/teach/coach is indeed a once-
in-a-lifetime event.”

Augustinian Father Max Villeneuve, 
chaplain at St. Augustine High School, 
was in his office on the morning of 
May 8, watching a livestream of the 
announcement of the new pope.

“I am … so very excited to have 
an Augustinian as our Holy Father,” 
he said. “We knew that it was a pos-
sibility, as (former Cardinal Prevost) 
checks so many boxes and has an 
impressive resume. But, until they 
announce the name, you think it is a 
long shot at best.”

Father Villeneuve first met then Fa-
ther Prevost in Chicago in 2014, when 
the future pope was his formation di-
rector for about three months during 
his first year as a seminarian.

“He is calm, serene, grounded and 

also very pragmatic and personable,” 
said Father Villeneuve. “The same 
man I have sat around the breakfast 
table with is the same man that was 
on the balcony of the loggia. This, I 
believe, comes from our Augustinian 
concept of interiority, which encour-
ages us to seek God in the depths of 
our hearts. St. Augustine teaches, 

‘Lord, let me know myself, that I may 
know you’; this is constantly resound-
ing in Leo.”

Like Father Sanders, Father Ville-
neuve confirms that Pope Leo was still 
checking his emails after the papal 
election.

“He has replied to many Augustini-
an brothers, who wished him well and 

never expected a response,” he said. 
“We should have known better. He 
was famous for being a fast texter and 
replier to emails.”

“I have never printed off an email 
for safekeeping before,” he added, 
“but I think I will have to print off the 

Pope Leo ‘Is One of Us’
FUTURE POPE: Bishop Robert Prevost, the future Pope Leo XIV, right, ordained Augustinian Father Carlos Medina, third from right, on June 11, 2016, at St. Patrick Church in North Park — one of several San Diego connections with the new pontiff. Also pictured, from 
left, are Augustinian Fathers Michael McFadden and Kevin Mullins.

C
O

U
R

TE
SY

 F
A

TH
ER

 G
A

R
Y

 S
A

N
D

ER
S

BROTHERS: Cardinal Robert Prevost, second from left, on the day he was elevated to the College of Cardinals, Sept. 30, 2023, poses with three Augus-
tinians from California — from left, Fathers Gary Sanders, Kirk Davis and Kevin Mullins.

Brother Continued on Page 11
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Today, the Church continues to 
offer “everyone the treasury of her 
social teaching in response to another 
industrial revolution and to develop-
ments in the field of artificial intelli-
gence that pose new challenges for 
the defense of human dignity, justice 
and labor,” he added.

Humble Servant
Pope Leo said that, “beginning 

with St. Peter and up to myself, his 
unworthy successor, the pope has 
been a humble servant of God and of 
his brothers and sisters, and nothing 
more than this.”

Many popes, and most recently 
Pope Francis, demonstrated this with 
his “complete dedication to service 
and to sober simplicity of life, his 
abandonment to God throughout his 
ministry and his serene trust at the 
moment of his return to the Father’s 
house,” he said.

“Let us take up this precious legacy 

and continue on the journey, inspired 

by the same hope that is born of faith,” 

he said, reminding the cardinals that it 

is “the risen Lord, present among us, 

who protects and guides the Church, 

and continues to fill her with hope.”

“It is up to us to be docile listeners 

to his voice and faithful ministers of 

his plan of salvation, mindful that God 

loves to communicate himself, not in 

the roar of thunder and earthquakes, 

but in the ‘whisper of a gentle breeze’ 

or, as some translate it, in a ‘sound of 

sheer silence,’” he said.

“It is this essential and important 

encounter to which we must guide 

and accompany all the holy people of 

God entrusted to our care.” 

Justin McLellan, Carol Glatz  

and Cindy Wooden contributed  

to this article.

one he sent me.”
Father Sanders told The Southern 

Cross that he was just leaving the gym 
when he heard that white smoke was 
billowing from the chimney atop the 
Sistine Chapel, announcing a pope’s 
election.

At the time, Father Sanders ac-
cepted the conventional wisdom that, 
as a U.S. cardinal, his friend had no 
chance of being elected. But, when 
he realized that the conventional 
wisdom had been wrong, he was “ab-
solutely elated.”

He recalled the atmosphere during 
dinner with his fellow Augustinian fri-
ars that evening.

“We were higher than kites … that 
we knew a pope and that the pope was 
one of us,” he said.

Father Sanders said that he first 
met the man who is now Pope Leo 
about 45 years ago in San Francisco. 
Father Sanders, then a young priest 
with only about five years in ministry, 
gave a tour of the city to the future 
pope, who was then only a seminarian.

Over the decades that followed, 
Father Sanders and Pope Leo’s paths 
would cross many times, including 
when the former’s service as Califor-
nia provincial overlapped with the 
latter’s term as prior general (2001-

2013), the top leadership post in the 
Order of St. Augustine, based at the 
Augustinians’ international headquar-
ters across the street from St. Peter’s 
Basilica in Rome.

Father Sanders also attended Fa-
ther Prevost’s consecration as bishop 
on Dec. 12, 2014, in the Diocese of 
Chiclayo, and the consistory on Sept. 
30, 2023, at which he was elevated 
to the College of Cardinals by Pope 
Francis.

“He certainly is … a son of St. Au-
gustine, no doubt about that,” Father 
Sanders said.

He recounted how, as a cardinal 
serving as head of the Dicastery for 
Bishops, a Vatican department that 
oversees the selection of bishops 
worldwide, Pope Leo would drop by 
the nearby Augustinian headquarters, 
joining his Augustinian brothers for 
common prayer and morning Mass, 
before reporting to the office.

Father Sanders described the new 
pope as “a wonderful, holy man, smart, 
and a person of prayer,” “a hard work-
er” who is “dedicated to the poor.”

“His demeanor is calm and, yet, when 
he laughs, it’s very hearty,” he said.

“My world is a better place because 
he’s in it,” Father Sanders said of his 
friend, “but the Church is a better 
place because he’s the pope.”

Path from Pastor to Pope
Birth Name:
Robert Francis Prevost

Born:
Sept. 14, 1955, in Chicago, Illinois

Education:
• �Bachelor of Science, 

Mathematics, Villanova 
University, 1977

• �Master of Divinity,  
Catholic Theological Union, 
Chicago, 1982

• �Licentiate of Canon Law, 
Pontifical University of Saint 
Thomas Aquinas, Rome, 1984

• �Doctor of Canon Law, Pontifical 
University of Saint Thomas 
Aquinas, 1987

Religious Life:
• �Entered Order of St. Augustine: 

Sept. 1, 1977
• �Professed first vows:  

Sept. 2, 1978
• �Professed solemn vows:  

Aug. 29, 1981

• �Ordained to priesthood:  
June 19, 1982, in Rome

• �Consecrated bishop: Dec. 12, 2014
• �Created cardinal: Sept. 30, 2023
• �Elected pope: May 8, 2025

Key Assignments:
• �Augustinian missionary,  

1985-1986 and 1988-1999 in Peru
• �Prior General, Order of St. 

Augustine, 2001-2013
• �Bishop of Chiclayo, Peru,  

2015-2023
• �Prefect of the Dicastery for 

Bishops, 2023-2025

Episcopal Motto:
“�In illo Uno unum” (Latin for  
“In the One, we are one”)

Citizenship: 
U.S. and Peruvian

Languages:
Speaks English, Spanish, Italian, 
French, Portuguese; reads Latin 
and German.

Pope Leo ‘Is One of Us’
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FUTURE POPE: Bishop Robert Prevost, the future Pope Leo XIV, right, ordained Augustinian Father Carlos Medina, third from right, on June 11, 2016, at St. Patrick Church in North Park — one of several San Diego connections with the new pontiff. Also pictured, from 
left, are Augustinian Fathers Michael McFadden and Kevin Mullins.

Brother Continued from Page 10

Pope Continued from Page 9

RITE: Pope Leo XIV received the fisherman's ring, symbolizing his role as successor to St. Peter, from 
Cardinal Luis Antonio Tagle during the pope's inauguration Mass in St. Peter's Square on May 18.
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The Province of St. Augustine  
in California sends

Blessings to 
Pope Leo XIV!
Our First Augustinian Pope

Your Augustinian 
Brothers are proud 
and inspired to see 

one of our own rise to 
the Chair of St. Peter.

californiaaugustinians.org	 beafriar.org
St. Augustine High School St. Patrick Parish, San Diego
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By Aida Bustos

 “Breathtaking.”

That’s how Alejandra Ca-
sas describes the opening 

procession of the diocese’s Pentecost 
Mass for All Peoples. Representatives 
of cultural Catholic communities enter 
one by one, dressed in their brightly 
colored traditional attire. 

“There is such beauty in our 
Church,” she says. 

She and her husband, John Casas, 
lay leaders in the diocese’s Hispanic 
Commission, are spearheading this 
year’s event. It’s being held Satur-
day, June 7, and returns to Cathedral 
Catholic High School. Auxiliary Bish-
op Ramón Bejarano will celebrate the 
Mass, accompanied by Bishop Michael 
Pham and Auxiliary Bishop Felipe  
Pulido, and priests and deacons. 

Pentecost, celebrated on the 50th 
day after Easter, marks the gift of 
the Holy Spirit and the birth of the 
Church and its mission to evangelize 
all nations.

No other diocesan event highlights 
the universality of the Catholic Church 
more than this Pentecost celebration.

The Mass will be held once more in 
the high school gym, which is trans-
formed to house a liturgical celebra-
tion for as many as 2,000 faithful from 
across the region.

It all begins around 10:45 a.m., 
with the procession of more than 20 
Catholic cultures, starting with the 
Native Americans. They are followed 
by representatives from cultures from 

North, Central and South America, 
Asia, Africa and Europe.

The Mass at 11 a.m. features music, 
prayers and readings in many lan-
guages. This year, the choir from St. 
Rose of Lima Parish will provide mul-
ticultural musical accompaniment.

A festival follows around noon on 
the school grounds, complete with 
food tastings, cultural exhibits and 
live entertainment. 

When the diocese first organized 
this Mass in 2018, the cultural lead-
ers didn’t know each other and had 
not worked together. That first year, 
they found a way to bridge language 
differences and came together to host 
a beautiful celebration of faith.

Today, they greet each other as 

friends in the planning sessions. At 
the event itself, it’s common to see 
them embracing each other and taking 
photos together, standing shoulder to 
shoulder as the family members that 
they are in the Church.

As was the case at the inaugural 
event, several cultural communities 
are responsible for one logistical 
aspect of it. The Indian Catholic 
community, for instance, is again or-
ganizing the procession of cultures. 
Its president, Prince Paul, said the 
Mass is a great way to meet other 
communities and experience what 
brings them together.

“We are all part of the same God; we 
celebrate the Eucharist,” he said at 
a planning meeting on May 15 at the 

diocesan Pastoral Center.
In 2025, the Church is celebrating 

a Jubilee Year, which has a theme of 
hope. The Pentecost Mass will serve 
as the Jubilee celebration of the eth-
nic and multicultural diversity in the 
diocese and the greater Church.

Regardless of the year, Bishop Beja-
rano spoke of what brings the faithful 
together.

“The main reason we’re doing this 
is to give glory to God, and thanks 
for the faith each one of us has,” he 
told the cultural leaders at the plan-
ning meeting. “And to give thanks 
to the Holy Spirit that continues to 
guide us and bring us together as the 
Body of Christ.”

Jubilant Pentecost Mass Unites All Faithful

UNITY: Representatives of the diocese’s Catholic cultures place a cloth on the altar during the Pen-
tecost Mass. They lay a white one on top to symbolize how all faithful are united by their baptism. Pentecost Mass  

for All Peoples
Saturday, June 7, 2025
Cathedral Catholic High 
School, 5555 Del Mar Heights 
Road, San Diego 92130
Everyone is invited to this 
family-friendly event, which 
has ample parking.
10 a.m.: Praise and Worship
10:45 a.m.: Procession of 
cultures
11 a.m.: Mass celebrated by 
Auxiliary Bishop Bejarano, 
accompanied by Bishop 
Pham and Auxiliary Bishop 
Pulido
Noon- 2 p.m: Festival 
featuring food tastings, 
exhibits and live music
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By Christina Bagaglio Slentz, Ph.D.

 In May 2015, Pope Francis 
released his encyclical, 
“Laudato Si,” which 

highlights the gift of creation. 
Drawing from Scripture, tradition, 
and magisterial teachings of our 
faith, the encyclical frames the 
revelation of God’s love for us and 
calls us to healing action to respond 
to today’s environmental crisis.

Pope Francis explains, “Nature cannot be re-
garded as something separate from ourselves or 
as a mere setting in which we live,” rather, to-
day’s environmental crisis reflects and is entan-
gled with a grave social crisis (139). 

Cardinal Robert W. McElroy recognized this 
complex crisis as an “estrangement” from God, 
creation, and each other, and, shortly after the 
publication of “Laudato Si,” the Diocese of San 
Diego went to work caring for our common home 
in concert with the global Church. 

From Rome to Paris
Addressed to “All People of Good Will,” “Lauda-

to Si” carried influence well beyond the Church, 
to include a significant impact on the UN’s De-
cember 2015 Paris Agreement. Adopted by 196 
countries, this treaty on climate change aims to 
limit global average surface temperature to rising 
to less than 2°C (3.6 degrees Fahrenheit) above 
pre-industrial levels.  To do so, greenhouse gas 
emissions must decline 43% relative to 1990 lev-
els by 2030.

This is no easy feat, but with well over half 
the parishes and schools in the diocese having 
deployed  solar energy systems in the past 10 
years, as well as the diocesan Pastoral Center, 
our community is on track. Additionally, the 
diocese’s divestment of fossil fuels, confirmed 
in 2023, eliminated our carbon footprint in the 
financial world, aligning with the USCCB’s “So-
cially Responsible Investment Guidelines,” which 
prescribe investment in businesses models “con-
sistent with the emission reduction goals of the 
Paris Agreement” (25). 

Unfortunately, climate cooperation is problem-
atic, as many seek individual profit over collabo-

Diocese’s 10 Years of 
Radiating ‘Laudato Si’

sdcatholic.org/creation
Send pictures of your family or parish illustrating Care for Creation to  
cslentz@sdcatholic.org. We will post them on our Facebook and Instagram accounts.

ECO-EDUCATION: Our Catholic schools care for creation. St. James Academy (pictured) and 
St. Martin of Tours Academy stand out as National Green Ribbon Schools.

YOUNG VIEW: The Season of Creation — from Sept. 1 to Oct. 4, which is Feast of St. Francis — 
invites students to participate in the diocese’s annual art contest. 

EMPOWERMENT: The Diocese of San Diego installed a solar array in response to Pope Francis’ “Laudato Si” encyclical (2015), which synthesizes Church teaching and calls us to stewardship of the 
earth. More than half of the parishes and schools have installed solar systems.

ADVOCATES: In December 2022, Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish succeed-
ed in compelling the Port Authority to protect air quality in Barrio Logan.
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PLANTING SEEDS: Catechists learned about care for 
creation at the Imperial Valley catechetical conference on  
April 22, 2023.

TAKING ACTION: Several parishes have led the way in 
“Laudato Si” action, planting trees and gardens, doing clean-
ups, recycling and eliminating single-use plastics.

ration. Livelihoods and lives are at stake, however, 
with the poor and vulnerable suffering the most 
immediate and intense effects. Addressing the enor-
mity of this dilemma in a just way requires an equally 
massive and transformative approach. 

A New Ministry
Local retired priest Father Emmet Farrell quickly 

understood what needed to be done. He had lived 
in close contact with the earth much of his life, 
growing up on a farm and serving 16 years as a mis-
sionary in Peru. 

After reading the encyclical, gaining training from 
Georgetown University, and engaging with Dr. V. Ra-
manathan, a local UCSD professor and member of 
the Pontifical Academy of Sciences, Father Farrell 
decided to start a volunteer Creation Care ministry 
in the diocese. 

Around the same time, the Global Catholic Climate 
Movement (later “Laudato Si” Movement) and the 
Catholic Climate Covenant organizations began to 
animate Catholics around the world. Many built cre-
ation care action plans, and the budding San Diego 
team published its own plan in 2019, outlining pro-
spective actions that could be taken in our region. 
This plan still serves as a critical planning resource 
and can be found at sdcatholic.org/life-peace-and-
justice/care-for-creation/how-to-take-action. 

Soon after, the Vatican’s Dicastery for Promoting 
Integral Human Development developed an online 
platform to inspire and consolidate “Laudato Si” 
action through a seven-year program of ecological 
reflection and commitment to action. 

The University of San Diego was the fourth uni-
versity to enroll in this “Laudato Si” Action Platform 
globally. Upon formalizing Creation Care Ministry 
with the hiring of a full-time associate director in the 
Office for Life, Peace and Justice, the Diocese of San 
Diego became one of the first U.S. dioceses to enroll 
in 2022. 

Currently, 10 of our parishes/schools are enrolled. 
Any parish, school, religious community, business 
or household is welcome to participate at laudatosi 
actionplatform.org, and the next “LSAP” workshop 

is coming up on June 9. Register and find more infor-
mation at bit.ly/LSAPWorkshop9JUN25.

Moving ‘From Words to Action’
Associate Director for Culture of Life Maria Valen-

cia writes, “‘Laudato Si’ is an invitation to reconsider 
the value of life, to reconnect with God, nature and 
our brothers and sisters. It is also an invitation to 
experience awe when we see beautiful things, and 
to use our freedom, will and creativity to change our 
lifestyles in order to make decisions in favor of the 
common good.”

Former Regional Director of Catholic Relief Ser-
vices West and Diocesan Creation Care Team Volun-
teer Jim DeHarpporte emphasizes the “Laudato Si” 
message that “EVERYTHING is INTERCONNECT-
ED.” He shares, “We are not only connected to each 
other but to every living creature, to all of creation, 
and to the incarnate Son of God,” and asks, “When 
we realize this, how can we not treat all creation with 
reverence and not be filled with awe and gratitude 
for this awesome gift from the Creator?”

Finally, from the amazing St. Francis of Assisi, 
Vista Team: “Pope Francis felt that ‘Caring for our 
Common Home’ should be a hallmark of our faith. 
We pray that he will continue to guide our ministry 
to live our faith with joy.” 

On the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi, 2023, Pope 
Francis released his “Laudate Deum” exhortation, 
expressing great dismay at the lack of action taken 
since “Laudato Si” was published. 

Similarly, we have learned our new Pope Leo XIV 
has argued against tyrannical domination of the 
earth and calls for less rhetoric and more execution.

To this end, the Creation Care Ministry of San 
Diego will continue this work. Contact us for help 
in learning about today’s crisis and for guidance in 
creating your own “Laudato Si” Action Plan. Bring 
your plan to our next Season of Creation Mass, Sept. 
20, at The Immaculata, where we will collectively of-
fer our plans and receive a blessing from the bishop. 
Following Mass, we will celebrate those who have 
taken action in the previous year with “Laudato Si” 
Champion Awards. Maybe you will be one of them!

RECOGNITION: Catholic Climate Covenant named San 
Diego as the national “Laudato Si” Diocesan Champion in 2023. 
The diocese’s team exhibited at LA Congress 2025.

BRANCHING OUT: Since 2018, the Creation Care Ministry 
has coordinated the planting of more than 200 trees and is 
growing approximately 500 more.

OUTREACH: A community garden at St. Thomas More 
Church, led by its Creation Care team, is open to the public as a 
means of evangelization.

Mercy Extends to Our Environment
In “Laudato Si’,” Pope Francis invites us to view mercy not just as a personal virtue, but as a transfor-

mative force in our relationship with creation. 
He writes “to dare to turn what is happening to the world into our own personal suffering” (No. 19). He 

challenges us to embrace a deeply empathetic form of mercy — one that cannot ignore the cries of the 
earth and the poor.

 As the psalmist says, “The Lord hears the cry of the poor,” and I would add that He also hears the cry 
of creation. 

To be merciful, then, means recognizing that the suffering caused by environmental degradation and 
injustice is not distant but shared. It involves seeing every polluted river, every deforested land, and every 
displaced person as a call to compassionate solidarity.

Mercy, as Pope Francis presents it, becomes the foundation for ecological conversion — a shift from 
indifference to responsibility, from individualism to communion with all of creation.

— Auxiliary Bishop Felipe Pulido

ECO-SPIRITUALITY: Cardinal Robert W. McElroy 
celebrated the annual Season of Creation Mass at St. James–St. 
Leo Parish in Solana Beach on Sept. 24, 2023.
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We Need to  
Rescue Beauty

 Take a moment 
to imagine two 
trees. One is green 

and lush, offering shade. The 
other is a charred remnant of 
what was once a tree after a 
forest fire. Which of these is 
beautiful? How do you know 
which one is beautiful? Why 
does this matter? 

If you are like most humans, you 
picked the living, green tree. And you 
knew it was beautiful because of the 
way you felt. The green tree filled 
you with joy and invited you to sit in 
its shade, while the remains of the 
burned tree filled you with grief and 
made you aware of your relationship 
to other living things. 

Our innate ability to respond to 
beauty, or to its heartbreaking ab-
sence, is one of the most fundamental 
qualities human beings share. The 
living tree discloses the goodness of 
creation and the truth of our kinship. 
And, just as significantly, the dead 
tree reveals that something is very 
wrong and that it would be untruthful 
to not care about its death.

Millennia ago, ancient thinkers pro-
posed that beauty served humans by 
pointing toward goodness and truth, 

what they called the universals. Clear-
ly, most of the world’s people agree, 
creating beautiful temples, music, 
poetry, rituals. 

For Christians, recognizing God as 
the source of all beauty became the 
motive for candlelight, music, sacred 
spaces, stained-glass windows, elab-
orate vestments, bells and colors to 
mark our liturgical seasons. Beauty 
lifted us toward the divine, helping us 
feel in the company of angels.  As the 
depth of our religious affections show 
us — beauty as a marker for truth and 
goodness has served us well for thou-
sands of years.

But what happens when the idea of 
the beautiful is used to hide injustice? 
Today, we’re witnessing a dangerous 
separation of beauty from truth and 
goodness. The current administration 
in Washington refers to a “big beau-
tiful budget bill” and news media re-
peat it. Meant to appeal to our human 
sense that what is beautiful must also 
be good and true, this description has 
the explicit goal of keeping us from 

seeing that, among other things, the 
bill would strip supplemental food as-
sistance from older adults and parents 
with young children unless they meet 
work requirements. The bill removes 
coverage from millions of needy per-
sons on Medicaid, the single largest 
source of money for long-term care for 
the elderly. Instead, one of the cost-
liest provisions in the bill dedicates 
tens of billions of dollars to complete 
the “big beautiful border wall” and to 
carry out a mass deportation agenda.

While the bill gives billions in tax 
cuts to the wealthiest, it would also 
charge desperate asylum-seeking 
families several thousand dollars just 
to apply. While removing most sup-
port from the poor, sick, elderly, chil-
dren, science, mitigation of climate 
change and education, the bill would 
increase spending on weapons of war 
by $150 billion.  

The appeal to things being beauti-
ful, which are clearly the opposite in 
the suffering they will cause, is meant 
to manipulate our sensibilities and in-

terfere with our ability to discern the 
good and the true, and, most impor-
tantly, to feel the beauty of God’s gaze 
upon our wounded world.  

The shortest verse in all of Scrip-
ture is “Jesus wept” (John 11:35). 
That ability to weep is what unites us 
to each other, to God and to what is 
right and true. To see the world as it 
is and weep because of suffering is to 
realize that this is as far from beauti-
ful as we can get and to want to right 
that wrong.

So, let me encourage you to be a 
rescuer of beauty and the superpower 
it gives us to choose to act justly. Pay 
attention and, every time you hear 
“beautiful” used in vain, ask yourself: 
Is this truly beautiful or actually its 
opposite? Where is the beauty of God 
pointing me, so I might be a bearer of 
truth and goodness to the world?

Theologian Cecilia González-Andrieu, 
Ph.D., is a professor at Loyola  

Marymount University.
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Cecilia  
González- 
Andrieu, Ph.D.
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ATTENTION ADVERTISERS —We appreciate 
your business. However, errors sometimes 
occur. Please read your ad the first day it runs. If 
you should find a mistake in your ad, please let 
us know right away, by calling (858) 490-8266. 
We’ll be happy to make the necessary changes. 
Tearsheets are provided upon request. 

LIMITS OF LIABILITY — The Southern Cross 
assumes no financial responsibility for errors or 
omissions of copy. It is the advertiser’s respon-
sibility to read ad proofs before publication and 
notify us of any errors. We reserve the right to 
adjust in full any error for which we are responsi-
ble by publishing a corrected insertion. Requests 
for adjustments must be made within 30 days of 
ad publication. All copy must be approved by the 
newspaper, which reserves the right to request 
changes or reject an ad. Publisher reserves the 
right to cancel any ad at any time. All advertising 
is subject to credit approval.

The Knights of Columbus are  
recruiting new members. JOIN US!

More information: kofc.org
San Diego Diocese Chapter Knights of Columbus
(619) 929-9964

Discover  
Your Mission
ARE YOU A KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS?
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 As fast as the 
election of Pope 
Leo XIV came, as 

fast came the avalanche of 
information, commentary 
and speculation about him. 

How can you build a reasonable, 
sensible and harmonious judgment 
about such a world leader without be-
ing snared by narratives and points of 
view that almost put us in a position of 
having to define him, accept or reject 
him immediately? How to confront the 
doubts and concerns stoked by these 
diverse opinions, as well as those we 
carry within us? How  to have a state 
of emotional serenity that allows us 
to listen, dialogue and discern, when 
we carry unhealed emotional wounds 
of traumatic abuse within our own 
Church community? 

There are not easy, immediate an-
swers to these questions that touch 
our heart and conscience.

The first thing that comes to mind 
is St. Ignatius of Loyola’s recommen-

dation in his Spiritual Exercises 
(No. 138): “In time of desolation, 
make no changes.” How to interpret 
this recommendation in modern lan-
guage? In times of confusion, anxiety, 
interior emptiness and sadness, don’t 
make important decisions. In times of 
emotional turmoil, let us intentionally 
open up a space within us to be calm 
and peaceful, to be able to listen to 
the internal voice of our conscience in 
the silence.

It’s neither about idealizing nor 
condemning, rather to approach 
with an open, calm mind the con-
text and history of the person who 
is now the pope, without falling into 
simplifications that confine us in “all 
or nothing.” 

Doubts, suspicions and uncertain-
ties accompany us. What resists per-

sists. The best way to cope with them 
is to listen to them with respect and 
compassion, take note of the emo-
tions we’re feeling, and pay attention 
to the reactions they are provoking. 
Are they contracting or expanding my 
soul? What’s blocking me? What am I 
resisting? This process — like when 
turbulent waters settle in a bottle — 
allows us to have greater clarity and 
harmony in the face so many confus-
ing external voices.

Our opinions “scream” and “cry” 
from wounds not healed, especially 
those related to difficult experiences 
within the Church community. Mis-
trust, confusion and rejection are not 
always born from lack of faith, but 
rather, in many cases, from wounds 
not healed, of abuse of power, of pain-
ful silences, of the betrayal of the most 
profound message of the Gospel: love.

The path toward emotional healing 
does not demand that we forget the 
past, but rather to walk with truth, at 
times with help, and with the certain-
ty that there are spaces and people 
that can accompany us with respect 

and without pressure. 
Hope is not naïveté. We can trust 

that there are new paths, even in the 
midst of heartbreak or crisis. We can 
believe that love — when it’s honest 
— continues to be stronger than any 
wound.

It’s not about idolizing or rejecting 
the new pope. The invitation is to 
build a judgment about him that is 
well-informed and compassionate; a 
judgment that is open to reading “the 
signs of the times,” without ceding to 
cynicism or naïveté, creating spaces 
where we can speak without fear, 
listen without prejudice and share 
our wounds without fear of being 
discredited.

This path of discernment is valid 
not only in relation to the person of 
the pope, but for any situation in 
which we wish to have a healthier and 
more complete judgment about peo-
ple in times of doubt, suspicion and 
uncertainty. 

Ricardo Márquez can be reached at 
marquez_muskus@yahoo.com.
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Create a Space for 
Your Inner Voice
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Tijuana Orphanage  
Celebrating 50 Years

Casa Hogar La Gloria, a home for 

at-risk and vulnerable children in Ti-

juana, Mexico, will celebrate 50 years 

of service.

A benefit, “Fiesta of Hope,” will be 

held at 6 p.m., Friday, June 6, at St. 

Augustine High School.

Since 1975, Casa Hogar La Gloria 

has opened its doors and hearts to 

orphaned, abused, neglected and 

abandoned children in the La Gloria 

community of Tijuana, just six miles 

south of San Diego. The nonprofit 

provides food, shelter, medical care, 

education, and social and emotional 

development in a safe, secure and 

loving environment for children ages 

newborn to 12. At any time, the facili-

ty is filled with as many as 26 children.

The Fiesta of Hope benefit will in-

clude a variety of creative and Baja-

inspired foods, a sampling of fine 

wines and local brews, and delicious 

desserts. The event will recognize and 

honor the volunteers who founded the 

Tijuana orphanage. Festive music, an 

auction and other fundraising oppor-

tunities will round out the celebratory 

evening.

Casa Hogar La Gloria was founded 

by dedicated volunteers in partner-

ship with the Augustinian community 

of Catholic priests and brothers in San 

Diego. The orphanage continues to be 

actively supported by bi-national vol-

unteers and donors.

For more information, visit  

hogar-infantil.org. Tickets to the 

Fiesta of Hope can be purchased at  

hogar-infantil.org/fiesta-of-hope.

html.

Rachel's Hope Retreat Offers 
After-Abortion Healing

Rachel’s Hope will hold a healing 
retreat for Catholic (or Catholic-
friendly) women who are suffering 
from grief over an abortion.

The professionally led retreat will 
be held June 27 to 29 at a private 
location. The schedule includes a 
closing Mass. 

Confidentiality will be maintained. 
Group size is limited, and housing is 
available if needed.

The cost is $60 per person. Partial 
scholarships are available.

For more information or to register, 
call (858) 581-3022, text (858) 752-
9378 or email rachels_hope@juno.
com. Additional information available 
at rachelshope.org.
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INTO THY HANDS, O Lord, we commend the spirits of these beloved ones who are gone before 
us into the realm of thy eternal happiness and peace.   AMEN
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SPECIAL MASS: Auxiliary Bishop Ramón Bejarano launched the Jubilee Year of Hope at 
St. Margaret Mary Catholic Church on April 22 in Brawley.

By Roman Flores

 Catholics 
from across 
the Imperial 

Valley filled the churches 
of Brawley to celebrate the 
Jubilee Year of Hope.

The day began on April 22 in the 
town of about 30,000 with the faith-
ful packing Sacred Heart Church for 
opening prayers. Afterward, they 
processed to St. Margaret Mary 
Catholic Church, across town to the 
south side, where Auxiliary Bishop 
Ramón Bejarano celebrated a Mass.

The Mass launched the “Jubilee of 
Hope” in the Catholic Communities 
of Brawley and Westmorland. And it 
celebrated the designation of St. Mar-
garet Mary Church by Cardinal Rob-
ert W. McElroy — the former bishop 
of the Diocese of San Diego — as the 

pilgrimage church in the Imperial Val-
ley during the Jubilee Year.

In the San Diego area, he desig-
nated St. Joseph Cathedral as the 
pilgrimage church.

“Pope Francis reminded us that 
we are pilgrims of hope,” the auxil-
iary bishop said in his homily. “We 
are a Church of hope, not sadness 
or doom. We see many times in the 
world (there is) loss and darkness, 
confusion and uncertainty, so it is al-
ways important that we know that in 
Christ we have our hope — that only 
Christ can help and save us.

“Hope is not about thinking that 
tomorrow is going to be better; it’s 
about knowing that no matter what, 
God is always going to be with us. It’s 
really important that people in the 
Imperial Valley know that they don’t 
have anything to fear because Jesus 
is with them.”

NAZARETH 
HOUSE

ASSISTED LIVING COMMUNITY

Newly Remodeled!

• Daily Mass
• Delicious Meals
• Quality Care with  

24 hrs. Licensed Nurses
• Private Living Spaces 

with Scenic Patio Views 

• Engaging Activities  
in a Welcoming  
Social Environment

• Beauty Salon
• Library

For information and to 
schedule a tour contact:

Amber Zendejas
DIRECTOR OF ADMISSION

Amber@NazarethHouseSD.org
619-563-0480

Scan for a  
Virtual Tour

INDEPENDENT LIVING   |   ASSISTED LIVING   |   HOSPICE CARE

NazarethHouseSD.org
6333 Rancho Mission Rd, San Diego, CA 92108
Lic # 372000400
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Father Joe’s Hosts 75th 
Anniversary Charity Gala

Father Joe’s Villages hosted its 
milestone 75th anniversary Children’s 
Charity Gala on May 10 to raise critical 
funds for programs that keep families 
together and prevent children from 
falling into homelessness.

The event, which was held at the 
U.S. Grant Hotel in downtown San 
Diego, raised more than $1.4 million.

Chaired by community champions 
Drs. Lisa Krijger and Ajay Nirula, 
the event featured a gourmet multi-
course dinner, dynamic auctions, live 
music, dancing and inspiring stories.

Nearly 500 community leaders, 
philanthropists and advocates gath-
ered to celebrate the theme of being 
a “Beacon of Hope.” Proceeds will di-
rectly support therapeutic childcare, 
pediatric health services, and family 
support programs.

City Approves Father Joe’s 
Development of ‘Skydiving Center’

Last year, Father Joe's Villages was 
selected for the purchase and redevel-
opment of 1401 Imperial Ave., former-
ly known as the Skydiving Center. 

Today, it currently operates as a 
Homelessness Response Center man-
aged by the San Diego Housing Com-
mission.

Following a competitive Request 
for Proposal (RFP) process, Father 
Joe's Villages was ultimately selected 
to develop and operate the complex. 
The purchase was approved following 
a unanimous vote of approval by the 
San Diego City Council. 

By next year, Father Joe's Villages 
will begin its redevelopment of the 
property. Upon completion, the cen-

ter will add 164 units of affordable 
housing to downtown San Diego, on a 
site just steps away from Father Joe’s 
Villages’ East Village Campus. 

“By repurposing the existing site 
while employing high-performance 
building materials, we can scale the 
building to 15 floors with 164 homes 
of 100% affordable housing,” said 
Deacon Jim Vargas, president and 
CEO of Father Joe’s Villages.

Young Adults Can Network  
at YCP Events

The San Diego chapter of Young 
Catholic Professionals (YCP) hosts 
regular events for young Catholics in 
their 20s and 30s.

Among the organization’s recurring 
events is its Executive Speaker Series, 
where a Catholic speaker is invited to 
reflect on his or her faith and career. 
There is no cost for admission, and 
attendees can enjoy free beer, wine 
and appetizers, as well as time for 
networking.

YCP San Diego also holds network-
ing happy hours, half-day retreats and 
other events.

For more information on upcoming 
events, visit  youngcatholicprofes 
sionals.org/chapter/san-diego.

Men Invited to Join  
‘Rosary Crusade’

The Men’s Rosary Crusade gathers 
at 9 a.m., every first Saturday of the 
month, at the corner of Sixth and Laurel 
in Balboa Park. All men are welcome.

The rosary intentions are for rep-
aration to the Immaculate Heart of 
Mary, for the conversion of America, 
for families and for the unborn.

For more information, email  
draguez@sbcglobal.net or call (619) 
920-8363.
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Am I Called?Am I Called?
Do I think  
about being  
a Brother,  
Sister or Priest?

Does the idea  
come to me often?

Does the idea  
scare me?

I SHOULD CONTACT

Most Rev. Felipe Pulido
858.490.8389

cmaglalang@sdcatholic.org

Sr. Kathy Warren
858.490.8289

kwarren@sdcatholic.org

SPONSORED BY:
San Diego Serra Club – North Coast

northcoast.serrasandiego.org

The Office of the Bishop of the Diocese of San Diego has announced the 
following priest assignments, effective July 1:

Father Brian Frulla, who will be ordained June 14, as associate pastor of 
St. Therese Parish, Del Cerro

Father Anthony Jimenez, to be ordained June 14, as associate pastor of 
St. John of the Cross Parish, Lemon Grove

Father Jesse Lopez, to be ordained June 14, as associate pastor of St. 
Mark Parish, San Marcos

Father Raymond Philip Napuli as associate pastor at St. Mary Parish, 
Escondido 

Father Jorge Mante as associate pastor of St. Mary Parish, National City

And, with the agreement of their superiors:

Father Juan Pablo Barragan, TOR, as associate pastor of St. Francis of 
Assisi Parish, Vista

Father Boniface Issaka, SVD, continuing as associate pastor of Our Lady 
of the Sacred Heart Parish

Father Kizito Ndugbu, SMMM, as associate pastor of Our Lady of the 
Valley Parish, El Centro

Father Lan Anh Ngo, SJ, as pastoral associate at UCSD Catholic Newman 
Center

Father Van Tinh To, CS, as associate pastor of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel 
Parish, San Ysidro

Father Martin Achi Yusaf, OSA, as associate pastor of St. Patrick  
Parish, San Diego
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MA IN RESTORATIVE JUSTICE 
FACILITATION & LEADERSHIP

The MA in Restorative Justice is a practitioner-focused 
graduate program that prepares diverse leaders to design and 
lead restorative justice initiatives across education, nonprofits, 
criminal justice, and more. It’s designed for professionals and 
career changers alike.

APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS

MONTHS 
TO COMPLETE

HYBRID MODALITY WITH 
MOST CLASSES ONLINE

RJ PROGRAMS IN THE 
UNITED STATES
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sandiego.edu/peace/marj

LEARN MORE:
• Official transcript(s) based on 

highest degree earned 
• Current resume or CV
• Two letters of recommendation
• Statement of purpose sandiego.edu/peace/meetadmissions


